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THE CHRONICLES
FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Wally Lindenmuth

From the Pres:
Well it is time to get out our fall Newsletter. Some of us have had a lot going on we had a
Mississippi Back roads tour. Some of us have done some a DE’s and Auotcross’s.
We had our Sonnenschein Autocross in Robertsdale, AL on Sept. 16 and had a good turnout.
We have our last Autocross coming up on Nov. 18th again in Robertsdale and we will have our
Zone 12 Rep Steve Kidd coming up to play with us.
December is our Holiday Luncheon which will be held in Foley, AL. We would like to have
everyone sign up on Club Registration.net. Club Registration.net is a free sight that allows us
to know how many folks are going to come out. I know a lot of people are familiar with this
site and it’s free, It keeps track of the different events that you have attended. My personnel
history goes back many years and list all the Autocross’s and DE’s as well as other events I
have attended.
Sonnenschein Region is in need of a few people to help us out. We need a Secretary to take
notes and keep track of what we are doing. We are also looking for someone to be a Social
Chair who would come up with some social type events. We could use one for each state
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi since our Region covers the southern part of those three
states.
Most of the other regions in our Zone 12 have a lot of different people to do a number of
different job’s. We have just a few that are trying to do everything to keep the club running
so we can use some new blood with some new ideas.
Wally Lindenmuth

wflinden@aol.com
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251-979-1830

UPCOMING EVENTS
ALSO SEE THE EVENTS CALENDER ON THE CLUB’S WEBSITE!

AUTOCROSS!!!
The Club’s Event trailer with a fancy decorative wrap

These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course. If you’ve never been to one,
give it a try! And don’t feel intimidated! It is really just for fun and without exception everyone who’s been to
their first one leaves with a huge grin on their face.
I'd like to encourage you to come out and see how the autocross works, meet the other members, see the
cars, help work the corners and timing table. Bring your lawn chair; it's a fun time. Of course, we'd like for you
to get out on the lot and practice your cornering and braking! If you are a new member, this would be a great
time to say hello.
If you’re new to autocrossing and may want to participate, there are some basic items you’ll need to be aware
of: You will need a DOT approved helmet (motorcycle will suffice), closed-toed shoes, and seat belts. To
prepare your car, remove everything from the cockpit that may fly around during braking and cornering. At
the course, a Club tech inspector will check your lug nuts and under the hood to make sure that nothing is
going to fly off the car. Think of your favorite number and we'll supply the painter's tape for you to mark your
car, unless you have your own numbers. It's not a race; it's an opportunity for you to try your hand at
performance driving all in the safety and confines of a parking lot. We love to watch the new drivers, but what
we really love to hear is the laughter coming from the car when they swing about the slaloms and turns for the
first time. When you see your elapsed time drop and drop with each run, you'll be hooked.
The Autocross will be held in the parking lot of the Baldwin County Extension Office located at 22251 Bishop
Street in Robertsdale...on Palmer Street off Al 104. The Registration Table is set up by 7:00 AM and is open
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until 9:00 AM. A Drivers Meeting and Track Walk takes place and the Run Groups are assigned. The Autocross
will begin at 9:30 AM and we are typically through by Noon. We are asking the participants to sign up for the
event using www.clubregistration.net Setting up an account is very easy and by using Clubregistration.net, the
Insurance Waiver Forms are computer generated and the Participant Paperwork is already completed. All you
have to do at the Registration Table is initial the form and pay your entrance fee. It really speeds up the
process and makes the administration of the event go much more smoothly. If you have trouble with creating
a user account, give me a call and I can walk you through the process. One word about our Autocross events in
general: You own a world-class sports car. We will be driving around traffic cones in a parking lot, most driver's
use "low" or "second" gear for the entire course so you won't hurt your car, nor will you scuff your tires. The
event is timed but the intent is to use the time to improve your skill at negotiating the slaloms, turns, stops
and starts. It's the most fun you'll have all day! Come out and be a part of the action.
You MUST pre-register by using the below link:
https://clubregistration.net
The registration will close at 8PM CST on the Thursday before the event.
Here is the Robertsdale Autocross dates for 2018:
Feb 24
May 19
Sept 22
Nov 17
Other Autocross registration details:
• Who: Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America
• What: Autocross
• When: Dates as above. Table opens at 7:00 AM, Drivers' Meeting at 9:00 AM, Track Walk at 9:30 AM.
You must be registered and signed in NLT 9:00 AM!
• Where: 22251 Palmer Street, Robertsdale, AL, or Pace High School, 4065 Norris Road, Pace, FL.
• Fee: PCA Members $25; Non-Members $35 and payable the day of the event
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OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS:

SONPCA Annual
Holiday Get Together
The SONPCA annual holiday get together will be Dec 9th at noon
at the Gift Horse restaurant in Foley. For those in the Pensacola
area, we will caravan over from Pensacola, meeting at 11:00 and
departing by 11:30. Our meeting place will be the Winn Dixie
parking lot at the corner ofUS-98 and Blue Angel Parkway.
▪

“Cars and Coffee”: A casual get together of car enthusiasts that meets every 4th Saturday of each
month. It is open to all makes/models of cars. Held at Carmike Motion Pictures, 5149 Bayou Boulevard,
Pensacola from 10 AM to 12 PM.

Pensacola-Atmore Road Rally
The Twelfth Annual Pensacola-Atmore Road Rally is a non-competitive, planned cruise from Pensacola,
Florida to Atmore, Alabama sponsored by the Panhandle Cruisers and the Pensacola Austin-Healey Club on
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018.
This is a fun drive so bring your show car, sports car, hot rod, custom or family vehicle. All cars must have
valid license plates and all speed limits must be obeyed. Registration and start registration opens at 9:50 and
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closes at 11. Register at the east side of Nine-Mile Plaza, 312 Nine Mile Road. This is located on east NineMile Road (Hwy ALT 90) about 2 miles east of Hwy 29.
There is no fee to register and no need to pre-register. At registration, you get an easy to follow course route
sheet and start whenever you like. You may drive individually or in a group and it is your choice to drive solo
or with a navigator. Families are welcome!
The Finish Line is David’s Catfish House in Atmore, AL. David’s food is outstanding and is reserved for us.
The whole crew at David’s turns out and can easily serve 250 people. Afterwards, some of us will drive 6 miles
north to Wind Creek Casino, which is optional.
This event is for all clubs, make and all individuals who love to drive are invited to participate in this 50 plus
mile cruise. With good weather, there will be a large number of entries, so please pay special attention to avoid
slow-downs and”choke-points.” This is a scenic route over “Roads Less Traveled” so no ugly roads. Many
entrants will see 60% or more of the roads for the first time. If there is heavy rain, the rally will be postponed
(TBD) to another day due to road flooding on the course. So, come one, come all and bring your camera for
photos of the course!

Questions: Warren Peacock, Panhandle Cruisers President,
capsoda@gulftel.net , 251 946-3327 Bill Moseley, Rallymaster,
moseley1@cox.net, 850 456-9040
PORSCHE SPONSORED EVENTS
Porsche has two excellent events for high performance driving that you may wish to consider:
1. Porsche Sport Driving School. This is held at Barber Motorsports Park on a regular basis. Here’s a link to
their website which also has an excellent video about the School:
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School
2. The Porsche Experience Center. This is a brand new facility in Atlanta, and just opened in 2015. It appears
by all accounts to be a beautiful facility. The Center will offer many different items, from 6 different track
environments to simulators, human performance labs, museum, restaurant, coffee shop, and more. Take
some time to explore their website:
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta
And here’s a link to a YouTube video clip that gives you a first hand look at the driving experience.
Take a look; it seems like a blast!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgZU4Ctcw_c&feature=youtu.be
I think it may be worth a trip to Atlanta!

HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVER’S EDUCATION (HPDE, or just DE)
Tired of the daily commute? Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant to be! You must
register online at www.clubregistration.net for PCA sponsored events. Here are upcoming dates for PCA
sponsored DE’s in our area:
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Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park: Their tentative 2017 dates are listed below.
They have recently added a new offering, which may be of interest for those curious of what a HPDE weekend
is all about. It’s called the Driver’s Ed Experience and consists of an introductory HPDE course, Saturday only,
attendance at the drivers meeting, 2 classroom sessions, reduced speed track demonstration and reduced
speed track driving with an instructor. The cost for this is $100. The cost for the regular 2-day DE is $525.
April 28-29, 2018
June 16-17, 2018
October 20-21, 2018

Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park:
Here are their 2018 dates:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Jan 27-28 NASA Race/HPDE
Feb 17-18 PCA Driver’s Ed
March 23-25 NASA Race/HPDE (joint with PCA)
May 19-20 NASA Race/HPDE
Jun 2-3 PCA Driver’s Ed
Sept 8-9 NASA Race/HPDE
Oct 27-28 NASA Race/HPDE (joint with Texas)
Nov 10-11 PCA Driver’s Ed
Dec 1-2 NASA Race/HPDE
* - The Friday before each NASA Track Weekend above is an open track day for cars

There are also non-PCA DE events run by private clubs. Here are 3 good sources and the first two clubs also
use Club Registration (www.clubregistration.net):
1. Chin Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://chintrackdays.com/
They have events at local tracks including Barber, NOLA, Road Atlanta, and Sebring.
2. PBOC Motorsports Club (Porsche BMW Owners Club). Access their webpage at http://pbocflorida.com/
They have events at local tracks including Barber, Road Atlanta, and Sebring. PCA at Sebring May 20 and

21st - Two Drivers School and Races at Sebring International Raceway.
3. Rezoom Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html
They have events at Barber, Road Atlanta, Daytona, Roebling Road, Virginia International Raceway (VIR), and
others. They use a different registration site other than Club Registration, which you can access on the
Rezoom website. Cost is $300 for one day or $500 for both days.
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THE JOURNEYS CONTINUE
FROM OUR MEMBERS
Sonnenschein Autocross Results
Wally Lindenmuth

November 26, 2017
Results of the Sonnenschein Autocross November 18, 2017
1. Bruce Fortier 2008 Mazda MX5
2. Riley Clausen 2017 VW Golf R
3. Jason Story 2007 Porsche Cayman S
4. Dustin Grubbs 2002 Porsche 996
5. Steve Kidd 1989 Porsche 944
6. Topper Jones 2017 Ford Fiesta ST
7. Keith Butts 06 VW GT I
8. Raney Vozen 04 Subaru Impreza
9. Wally Lindenmuth 1973 911T
10. Dan Kolenich 2000 Mazda Miata
11. Teri Hart 2005 Porsche Boxter S
12. Gary Hendricks 06 Nissan 350Z
13. Pete Mellin 2014 Porsche 911

Fast time of 49.634
Fast time of 52.242
Fast time of 52.929
Fast time of 53.072
Fast time of 53.394
Fast time of 54.135
Fast time of 54.386
Fast time of 55.765
Fast time of 53.028
Fast time of 56.585
Fast time of 57.315
Fast time of 59.859
Fast time of 60.667

Well we had a nice turn out for our last Autocross of the year in Robertsdale, AL. We had cars from all over
the area and one from north of the border. Thanks for everyone that came out. The weather man said it was
not going to rain until after we were done but you know how correct the weather men are around this area.
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Pace HS Band Donation
In September Sonnenschein donated $700 to the Pace High School Band Boosters club. This donation came
about for several reasons:
• We were looking for a worthwhile local cause to support
• One of our club members works with the band, and recommended them as a good cause
• We have used the Pace HS parking lot for several of our auto-cross events
After our donation was sent, we received a kind thank-you note from the Boosters President, Lynn Garrett.
She explained the money would be used for purchasing and maintaining school instruments for the students,
plus travel expenses when they travel to compete against some of the top marching bands in Florida.
The week-end of 15 October the band performed at the Music Assessment and scored a Superior Rating. They
had a great time.
Our Treasurer thought the band might be contracted to compose a Sonnenschein song for our club, to be sung
before events by our President and Membership Chair, but that idea went nowhere.

12

13

Treffen Asheville, NC
Patsy and Pete Mellin

Treffens are PCA-sponsored three-day non-competitive events, usually held at the other end of the country
from where the PCA Parade is. The intent is to allow more participation in national events, which are a lot of
fun. As a side note, my wife and I have been to six parades, one Treffen, and one Zone 12 Zonefest. All were
well worth attending.
We took two days travelling to
Asheville, mostly using backroads.
From Montgomery we took AL Hwy
9 northeast (a nice two-lane country
road) to Cedar Bluff on Weiss Lake ,
then east to Rome, GA, then to
Ellijay, GA for our first night. The
second day we continued northeast
on GA and NC country roads. We
found several hiking trails along the
way, and stopped at the Moore Cove
Falls trail, off US Hwy-276, for a nice
hike up to the falls. Hotel check-in
and Treffen registration at the Grove
Park Inn, which hosted our event,
took about 10 minutes (unlike
Parades).
The Grove Park Inn, made of local
stone (see photo), was built about
1910 on the side of a hill, and offers
beautiful mountain views, as do the
rooms. The lobby is at the top (10th floor), level with the main entrance parking lot. So if you are on the 5th
floor, you are five floors below the lobby.
A welcome reception was held after check-in (Wednesday), and then we enjoyed a light dinner on the lobby
terrace overlooking the mountains.
The tours filled quickly, so Thursday we headed out on our own for Chimney Rock, which overlooks Lake Lure
(see photo). If you are not sure
what a hairpin turn is (as opposed
to a switchback), this is the place
to learn about them. The wellmaintained roads offered beautiful
scenery and light traffic (see
photo). After a day of hiking and
driving, we went back to the hotel
for clean-up, then out the door for
a group dinner at Pack's Tavern.
Pack's served a delicious steak,
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which is the best I have ever eaten. Dessert was a slice of chocolate cake so big, that all four couples at our
table split it, and not one of us was able to finish even half a slice. It was as good as it was big.
Friday we tried the full breakfast at the hotel, which turned out to be the most amazing breakfast I've ever
had. We should have stopped eating on Tuesday to have room for all the delicious offerings. We waddled out
of breakfast and hopped a bus for an all-day guided waterfall hike in the DuPont Forest.
Dinner was tapas on the lobby terrace overlooking all those mountains.

Saturday we met with Roger Gilmore, a former Sonnenschein member and newsletter editor extraordinaire,
for a tour of the Biltmore Estate (constructed by George Vanderbilt and his wife for their family of three). The
mansion contains four acres of floor space, which works out to be about 1.33 acres per family member. After
the tour we enjoyed lunch in Waynesville with Roger and his wife Casey, and then visited their beautiful home,
which sits way up a steep hill in the country. Then back to the hotel for a Treffen Farewell Dinner.
Our usual practice at these national events is to schedule one non-PCA day for local sightseeing. We were not
able to do that this time, so we missed walking through downtown Asheville and exploring our hotel, which
had two fireplaces in the huge stone lobby that were about 7 feet tall and 12 feet wide. Sometimes you just
can't do it all.
Overall, this was a good trip, and the three-day format passed quickly. We made new friends, enjoyed
beautiful drives, and would certainly attend another Treffen.

\
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Mississippi Back Roads Tour.
On September 31, 2017 we had are fall Tour through the back roads of Southern Mississippi
put on by David Wilson. The weather was great and the roads clear, David always lays out a
great tour that start’s in Moss Point, Ms. and ends up in Ocean Springs or the Gulfport area at
a nice place to eat.
The run usually takes about two hours and covers some very beautiful back woods area of
Southern Mississippi. This year we had a section that we circled back around. We had around
eighteen cars participate including a couple of non Porsches which are always welcome.
September 31 was just before Cruising the Coast got started so we got to see some very nice
Street Rods in Ocean Springs. If you have never been to Cruising the Coast for a car guy like
me it is something else. I went back a few days later to Biloxi and was blow away.
Please join us next year for a great tour on Southern Mississippi.
Wally Lindenmuth
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Road Atlanta DE October 14, 15, 2017.
This is one of my favorite DE’s to attend since the weather is cooler and Road Atlanta 2.54 mile
road course is a fantastic track. This was this first time I had driven my new (to me) Cayman
on the track at Road Atlanta. We had another member Carlton Bellcase in his GT4 in
attendance and an old high school friend of mine who comes down from Morgantown, WV.
Road Atlanta to me is one of the best road courses in the Southeast as well as the US. It is a
fast course with lots of challenging sections from turn 1 to blind turn 2 then downhill through
turns 3 and 4 to the “the Esses” then uphill at 5 short straight to 6 right hand uphill to turn 7
then hang on for the flat out run through 8 & 9 then downhill brake hard to 10A and then 10B
and uphill and under the bridge (blind) downhill to turn twelve. The entries were down this
year and they had longer run sections which were great. I had one minor incident, I had a Red
warning light which I noticed as I came out of turn 5 so I pulled off the course. I was in a blind
area of the track so a corner worker from turn 5 asks me to move around to turn 7. Which I
did trying to not get hit by faster car’s still on the track. I made it over to turn 7 and ended
getting towed back to the pits. No one like’s to be on the hook but I didn’t want to burn up a
good engine. We checked thing out in the pits and the engine was not hot as the warning
lights indicated but the cooling system was down about a quart of fluid. We put two bottles of
water in the car and it was fine the rest of the weekend.
The only problem with going to Road Atlanta is the Friday afternoon traffic on I85 north. I
guess I will have to start out earlier and try and get there before the traffic gets real heavy
Friday Afternoon. I think the traffic is always heavy thru Atlanta but to drive Road Atlanta is all
worth it.
I have noticed at the two DE’s I have attended this year that attendance was down at both of
them. I know the tracks are charging more to rent the track for an event.
Wally Lindenmuth
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Holiday Luncheon Dec. 9, 2017
We will be having our Holiday Luncheon at the Gift Horse Restaurant in Foley, AL. This event is
open to members and associate members. But the more the merrier. In the past few years
we have gone to the Grand Hotel in Point Clear, AL. but is being remodeled. I would be nice to
see some of the folks out that have not seen much off come out and join us. We always have
surprises that everyone has a chance to win. We are planning on having a tour from Pensacola
to Foley and maybe one from the Mobile area.
We talked in our last Board Meeting that we need to have more Social type events. So we are
going to try and have a few more. So please come out and join us and please give us some
inputs on what you would like to do.
Wally Lindenmuth
Need for a few officers to help run the club.
First we need a Secretary to take our minutes at meeting and to keep us going to the right
direction. I would like to thank Chris Sember for doing a fine job for us.
Most of the PCA regions in Zone 12 have a full house of people that help run the club. We are
in need of some new blood, I know people’s lives are busy but we could use some of your time
and talent’s.
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Car trouble:
We had a member with a new Macan who was having trouble with the brakes locking up when
backing up. He had had the Macan at the dealer for four weeks and they had not been able to
solve his problems. He contacted Steve Pearce who contacted me. I got in touch with the
owner and got the details of his problems. I have a made a few contacts with Porsche Cars
North America and I sent them an Email explaining the problem the customer was having and
was not happy with the results he had gotten from the local dealer.
The owner was contacted by the PCNA rep and brought his car back into the local dealer. The
Dealer had changes a number of items hoping to resolve the problem but they had not fixed
the issue. The PCNA rep explained to the owner that his Macan was acting properly that the
computer in the Macan was doing what it was designed to do. After the owner was shown
how the Macan was supposed to work he was satisfied.
With all the added new computer’s that we have our new Porsches they will do things that we
never thought they would do. My new Cayman has a hill holding function in first gear that the
old cars I have don’t have which is nice.
I was glad that I could get help for the Member and Macan owner. Porsche builds some great
automobiles as you can see from the all the one’s on the road today. Looking at the Sales
numbers the Macan is one of the best sellers that Porsche has.
Wally Lindenmuth
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ETCETERA…

Considering a new Porsche? Or looking for a quality used Porsche? Then consider our Club’s affiliated Porsche
dealer:

For knowledgeable and courteous service choose Dean McCrary Porsche of Mobile! We feature certified sales
professionals and the most highly trained service technicians in the industry, with a commitment to customer
care, which sets us apart. Welcome, and we hope you enjoy your visit – virtual or otherwise!

Editor’s Note:
Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club! Any and all submissions are heartily
welcomed for inclusion! Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella, send it in to me.
And send your photos, too! And if you’d like to see another section to the Newsletter, or
have any other suggestions, let me know.
My email is: bwgmuseum@gmail.com
Thanks!
Stacie Hans Banes
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YOUR PERIODIC PHENOMENAL PORSCHE
PICTURES, “YOUR P4”

And until the next time, remember:
“PTINS” (as below)…Editor
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Happy Holidays to all.
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