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ZEITSCHRIFT is published bi-monthly by the Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America

The Club Leadership is:
President:

Vice-President: VACANT!! Contact the Club if interested

Wally Lindenmuth wflinden2@aol.com
Treasurer and Secretary & Past President:

Membership Chair & Facebook Coordinator:

Pete Mellin peter.mellin@att.net

Stephen Pearce spearceus@bellsouth.net

Webmaster:

Newsletter Editor:

Keith Boring boringk@cox.net

Roger Gilmore ryc940@gmail.com
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Track Event Safety Steward:

Bob Langham rmljml@cox.net

This Edition’s Cover:
Robertsdale Autocross: Club member’s Porsches line up to start the fall Autocross season September 19 in
Robertsdale.

More Chances To Win Prizes!!
Wouldn’t you love to see YOUR name front & center in the Newsletter?
***Think of the Fame; the Notoriety!!***
All you have to do is send me (Roger Gilmore, ryc940@gmail.com) your caption for the “non-traditional” Porsche photo
in each Newsletter in the “P.S. Until the Next Time” section. I will pick the best one submitted and you’ll see your
winning caption, along with your name IN LIGHTS in the next Newsletter Edition!!
In addition, you’ll have the same choice of prizes as the Trivia Question:
$25 cash, or 2 free Autocross passes!

4

THERE WAS NO WINNER (AND ACTUALLY NO SUBMISSIONS) FOR
THE SEPTEMBER PHOTO CAPTION CONTEST!
HERE’S THE SEPTEMBER PHOTO, ALONG WITH MY OWN CAPTION,
FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH.
HEY EVERYONE: TAKE A LOOK AT THIS MONTH’S PHOTO AND GIVE
IT A GO!!

I know Sharks* need oxygen, but this is ludicrous!

* The 928 devotees often refer to the 928’s as “Sharks”.
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Wally Lindenmuth

We have started off the fall season with a bang. We had an Autocross at Robertsdale in September and
another one in October at Pace High School. Both events were well attended. Next up is the final Autocross of
the year at Robertsdale on November 14, 2015, I looked and we do not have very many entries for
Robertsdale yet so please go to Club Registration.net and sign up.
I know we have had a few members attend DE’s at Barber, Road Atlanta and NOLA. I went to Road Atlanta and
had a great time. It seems that entries have been down for some reason. I understand NOLA was a wash out
on Sunday.
The Club will be having our Christmas Luncheon at Grand Hotel in Point Clear, AL this will be in early December
and we are going to have limited seating available so get your entry in as soon as possible.
I just watched some video from this past weekend at NOLA that I thought was very interesting.
The club is looking for some good people to volunteer to be officers of the club. We also need a State Rep for
Alabama. The club is growing and we need some of the new people to help us with the management of the
club.
I attended on September 12 a Zone 12 meeting in Ocala, FL and is home of the new PCA Thoroughbred
Region. It was a very interesting meeting with representatives from all the regions in Zone 12. There will be
another meeting before Daytona. We could have Zone Fest next year in either Ocala or Sebring, FL.
Hope to see a lot of you out for our autocross on Nov. 14 in Robertsdale, AL. Remember, Porsches are meant
to be driven and not left parked in the garage.
Again the club is looking for some folks to fill a few open positions on Sonnenschein Board to help in running
the club.
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September & October Autocross
Article & photos: Editor

The Club held 2 Autocrosses recently, one in September at Robertsdale, AL, and another in October at Pace
High School, FL. The results are below, along with photos from Robertsdale. The weather for the September
Autocross was gorgeous, as the photos attest to. The weather for October at Pace was also nice, but with a
pretty stiff north wind. This would have been OK, except for the farmer plowing his peanut field across the
street and directly north of the parking at Pace High, which resulted in a massive dust storm for the second
half of the Autocross. I think everyone still managed to have a great time. We’ve had a lot of non-Porsche cars
show up, which is fine, but we’d certainly like to see more Club member’s Porsches giving it a go!
Special thanks to Keith Boring (and myself) who showed up for the Pace High Autocross at zero dark thirty to
help in setting up the course, and then help run the event, without signing up to participate. Keith was your
timer and recorder and I was your starter. And, as always, thanks to Wally for hauling all the stuff around and
in setting up the course.
Here are the Sonnenschein Autocross results from our September 19 event at Robertsdale, AL. We had 20 cars
and 22 drivers on a more open (and faster) course than we've had before. I know many of you missed Wally's
beloved Chicago boxes, but I think we really enjoyed this course. Thank you Bob Langham, for that.
Congratulations to Abdul for fast time of the day.
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Below are times for both the Robertsdale and Pace Autocrosses.
Name
1. Abdul Huuda

Number
111

Car
1995 Mazda Miata

Fast Time
40.167

2. Jeshua Brainard

20

2006 Mitsubishi LANEVO

41.068

3. Bob Langham

9

2012 Cayman R

41.357

4. Bill Blair

24

2015 Subaru WRX STi

41.406

5. Mike Long

71

2013 Chevy Camaro

41.578

6. John Roeder

11

2011 Audi S5

42.686

7. Wally Lindenmuth 6

2012 Cayman R

42.953

8. Kathy Morey

15

2014 Boxster S

43.413

9. Joel Bianchi

01

2015 Ford Mustang

43.690

10. Zack Grant

14

2004 Mazda RX-8

43.731

11. Amber Brainard 201

2006 Mitsubishi LANEVO

44.004

12. Pete Mellin

68

2014 911 Carrera S

44.106

13. Aaron Lamy

2

2004 Subaru WRX

45.186

14. Ron Martin

77

2005 911 Carrera

45.219

15. Lucas McGlamery 1

2009 Ford Mustang

45.894

16. Colton Lamy

1996 Mazda Miata

46.015

17. Ronnie Bozeman 29

2008 Cayman

47.337

18. Eric Guerra

507

2010 Mazda Speed

47.595

19. Kevin McCaig

7

1993 968

47.737

20. Stephen Pearce 179

1986 944

47.780

21. Ed Stone

38

2015 Macan S

53.204

22. Robert Wilson

81

2001 911 Carrera 4

53.690

4
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Below are the results from October at Pace High school. This was a fast course, so the times are quick!
1. Jason Burton

117

1999 Mazda Miata

28.111

2. Wesley Smith

35

2004 Nissan 350Z

28.226

3. Wally Lindenmuth 479

1973 Porsche 911 Targa

28.253

4. Bob Langham

2012 Porsche Cayman R

28.303

5. Matthew McCosham 99

1999 Mazda Miata

28.896

6. Richard Birge

37

1984 Porsche 911

29.440

7. Dennis Carter

300

1988 Nissan 300ZX

30.215

8. Teresa Hart

515

2011 Porsche Boxster S

30.426

9. Tom Coxon

77

2005 Nissan 350Z

30.781

10. Jordan Owens

V35

2003 Infiniti G35

30.832

11. Kevin McCaig

14

1993 Porsche 968

30.963

12. Victor Suazo

7V

2013 Scion FR-S

31.280

13. Christopher Byron 7

2009 Mini Cooper

31.611

14. Stephen Pearce 179

1986 Porsche 944 Turbo

31.670

15. James Burton

1996 Mazda Miata

31.986

16. Stirling Roofener 24

Nissan 370Z

31.991

17. Ronnie Bozeman 29

Porsche Cayman

32.449

18. Justin Morphew 27

1993 Camaro Z28

34.732
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Above: Some of the Club member’s Porsches lined up before the start.

Above: Get yourself a Club hat and protect your head whilst being a fashionista!
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Above: Wally & Bob (on the right) laying down the law at the driver’s meeting.

Above: Walkin’ the course prior to the start.
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Above: Bob Langham putting his Cayman R thru its paces.

Above: Kevin McCaig and his mighty fine 968.
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Above: Ron Martin waiting on the “Go” signal.

Above: Stephen Pearce getting it done in his 944 Turbo.
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Above: Pete Mellin, with a happy first-time passenger, in his 911 S.

Above: Ed Stone showing just what the “S” in “SUV” means as he works the course in his Macan.
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Above: Ronnie Bozman at speed.

Above: Kathy Morey enjoying the beautiful day in her Boxster S.
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October DE at Road Atlanta
Wally Lindenmuth

I have been attending the fall DE at Road Atlanta for the last few years. It takes a number of times at this track
to really get the feel of the complete track. I was making it close to full throttle in fourth gear down the hill at
turn twelve. Just a slight lift then back down on the floor.
This is the first year we pitted on the west side in the Pro section. We had to learn a new exit and entrance to
the track, which was not that bad. Bob Langham went with me and I think the DE bug has bitten him. The
weather was great: Overcast and no rain, and no frost on the gators. This event normally has cool weather at
night and can allow Jack Frost to come out and put some slick spots on the gators.
They were repaving the pits on the other side where we have pitted in the past. I was told that either NASCAR
or the France Family purchased the track and also got a lease on Sebring.
I had a friend come down from West Virginia with his Subaru he’s done a number of DE’s up north at Watkins
Glen, Mid-Ohio, and Beaver Run. He really enjoyed himself and might be back again. Turn twelve got his
attention.
I only got to run one DE this year and I am glad I ran it at Road Atlanta. We in the Sonnenschein Region have
four tracks that we can attend DE’s at: Barber, Road Atlanta, NOLA, and Roebling Road outside Savanna, GA. I
have yet to run at NOLA and hope I can make a few events there next year. I did run a number of times at No
Problem Raceway (Grand Bayou) in Louisiana.
I know we have a number of members that go to NOLA and a couple of us that attend DE’s at Barber and Road
Atlanta, the club tries to let people know when the sign up dates are. (See the Upcoming Events section in this
& every Newsletter…Editor.) Come out and join us.
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Track Time & Etc.
Editor

Alabama PCA put on their new edition Fall Fest at Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, on October 3 and 4.
As I had just gotten my GT4 through its break-in period of 2000 miles, it was time to put it to the test on the
track. I was pretty certain I wouldn’t be disappointed, and indeed that was the case.

Above: Track map of Barber. Best “line” is indicated in green.

Above: Barber track map with elevation changes.
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It unfortunately rained early Saturday morning and I wasn’t about to take a new car out in the rain with the
windows down (required for running on the track for “point-by” passing), so I missed out on the first two run
sessions. The weather improved though, and by mid-day Saturday it was pleasant and remained that way for
the rest of the weekend.
So…how did the car do? It spent the weekend doing what a GT4 was designed to do, and I think she felt right
at home. I had a new (991 generation) Turbo S and a race-prepared 981 Cayman S (with slicks) pass me, but
that was about it. By Sunday I think I was probably getting 85-90% of the car’s max potential, and pulling 1.4
lateral G’s, and at least I thought I was really moving. Without further worries about having to watch the revs
during break-in, the sound of that flat-six from 5000 to 7500 RPM was simply intoxicating. And although I used
to take my 2013 Boxster S with PDK to the track, the manual stick in the GT4 is indeed more engaging. The
PDK is most assuredly quicker, and if I was racing that would be the way to go, but for pure driving enjoyment
the GT4’s stick is hard to beat.

Above: NOLA track map

I then headed out to NOLA Motorsports Park for a weekend with Mardi Gras PCA 10/31 & 11/1/15. This track
has a long front straight (3360 feet) and I’d peak at just about at 130 MPH before the brake zone for the tight
turn 1. However, the weather wasn’t all that cooperative: Saturday was cloudy and quite breezy, and with
some scattered rain that left the track wet and with standing water at some turn apices, especially thru the
“S’s” (turns 9 to 12) and the loop leading to the front straight (turns 14 to 16). That required altering your line
a tad to avoid risking a serious hydroplaning incident.
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Club member Joey Dumas and I were doing some impromptu “Follow the Leader” during the last session
Saturday and a 911 Turbo get into some of that water and got off track, but no damage was done. A couple
photos of Joey’s 991 4S, along with fellow club member John Parker’s 993 Carrera, are below.
Joey also had video set up in his car and posted most of that last Saturday session on YouTube. You can see
Joey giving me the pass-by on the front straight at 2:10 in the video, and the 911 Turbo getting loose in front
of me exiting turn 3 at 2:45, and then finally getting loose again and hitting the water at 3:36. Later, at 14:56, I
give Joey the pass-by entering the front straight. I was going to reciprocate in the “Follow the Leader”, but I
got held up in the traffic you see at 17:11 (and that’s John Parker in the #63 at 17:40) and then the session
ended. But it was a great time! Thanks to Joey for getting the video posted up!
Here’s the link: http://youtu.be/_5iuQrWBiAA
Sunday was even worse as we awoke to a steady rain with no end in sight. I cried “Uncle”, packed up and
headed home. Such is the fickle weather! Regardless, I had a great time, met up with some friends, both from
Sonnenschein and Mardi Gras PCA’s, and of course the car was once again a blast to get on the track.
Unfortunately, one of my friends from Mardi Gras region, who runs his 2008 Boxster RS60 Spyder, missed a
couple shifts during the last run session on Saturday (going on an upshift from 3 rd to 4th but inadvertently
going from 3rd to 2nd) and got a bit of an over-rev. Later in the session I passed by him, way off the track and in
the grass around turn 10. I figured he’d hit one those areas of standing water, got loose, and got stuck in the
muddy grass (it was pretty swamp-like off the track what with all the rain). He got towed back after the
session was over. He had heard a loud clanking noise from the engine and just shut it down and went off the
track. Sounded like a blown connecting rod. Quite a bummer, but he was philosophical: “This will allow me to
sleeve the block and up the displacement to perhaps 3.4 liters.” Not sure if his wife will be of the same
opinion…
Some photos below of the action at Barber & NOLA:

Watch out for the giant spiders at Barber!! Photo: Stock.
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Above: Turn 5 hairpin at Barber (AKA “Charlotte’s Web”, guarded by the spider in the above photo). Photo: Albert Hicks.

Above: Yours truly crossing the Start/Finish line on the front straight at NOLA, and doing about 100 MPH. Photo by Josh
Brown, an excellent photographer, and he graciously forwarded a bunch of his photos to me.
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Above: Me again, at speed between turns 14 & 15 at NOLA. Photo: Josh Brown.

Above: Sonnenschein member John Parker at turn 16 in his 1995 911 Carrera. Unfortunately, no “Dueling 993’s” this
weekend as his wife, Bonni, was unable to attend with her 1995 911 Carrera. Yes, that is a wet track! Photo: Editor.
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Above: John at the exit of turn 16 and about to enter the front straight at NOLA. Photo: Editor.

Above: Sonnenschein & Mardi Gras member Joey Dumas exiting turn 16 in his 2014 911 Carrera 4S. Photo: Editor.
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Above: Joey entering the front straight on that very wet track at NOLA. Don’t hit the puddles! Photo: Editor.

As I mentioned earlier, the weather Sunday AM was horrid with steady rain and I headed back home. Call me
chicken, but I’m not risking a brand new car on such a wet track! I left the hotel near the track around 8 AM
and got to New Orleans and onto I-10 about a half hour later. The traffic was light, but the rain continued…as
it would all the way to Pensacola. From New Orleans to about 20 miles east of the city I passed 8 accidents on
I-10, including a 3-vehicle mess on my eastbound side that had a pickup truck straddling the center concrete
divide. It must have just happened as there was only 1 fire truck present and the traffic had not yet backed up.
Later, somewhere in Mississippi, I saw a tractor-trailer with its flashers on perhaps a mile ahead of me, and
what appeared to be a car with its flashers on just behind it. It was still raining, and while visibility wasn’t great
it was manageable. I had the cruise control set at 60 (speed limit was 70). There were 3 cars behind me, a
number of car lengths away. We were all going at about the same speed. As I got closer to the truck, I could
see it was going quite slow, and yes, that was a car just behind it with the flashers on. Hmmmm… Got me a bit
concerned as we got closer. I moved to the left lane, turned off the cruise control, lights on of course, and the
3 cars behind me moved over to the left as I did. When I got to about 30 yards from the truck, the car behind
it, still with flashers on, decides that NOW is the time to pass the semi and pulls out in front of me. Going 35
MPH! WHAT??!!! SERIOUSLY??! I slowed in time but I was really concerned about the 3 cars behind me. I had
my eyes glued to the rear view mirror but miraculously everyone got slowed down without incident. An extra
dose of adrenalin that I really didn’t need! I swear I feel safer on the track than I do on the Interstate,
especially in the rain.
So the GT4 has seen its track time for now and I’ll be going back to my normal track car, the 944 Turbo. I do
feel more secure and safer in the track car, even as old as it is (it’s a 1988), as it is track modified with a full
cage, 6-point harnesses, and I use a HANS device. But the GT4 is just so darn good and so much fun on the
track that I know I’ll submit to the temptation and take her out again in the future!
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Cruisin’ For A Bruisin’
Courtesy of Danielle Badler, Denver, CO, via PCA National Newsletter Committee

And so it came around again, the annual Rocky Mountain Automotive Press Assn. driving event. Two days in
the mountains, all courtesy of a cross-section of manufacturers, all hoping we’ll love their wares.
Ok, ok. Through my membership, I do get at least some compensation as your humble scribe. Sort of. I get to
go. On perhaps the best two days of the year.
First order of business; no, Porsche did not participate. I don’t think they’ve ever participated. Are you
listening, PCNA? Why o why? And don’t tell me you were distracted. This was before the VW diesel fiasco.
This year we were asked to follow a pre-set loop of either a half hour or 45 minutes. The idea was to give
everyone a chance to sample the goods.
Oh yes. I kept running out of time.
The new Corvette. A Stingray coupe with the Z51 performance package, in Laguna blue.
According to the spec sheet, the car had the Z51 gearing. Whatever that is. I found that, at any legal or supralegal speed, I had the choice of at least three, maybe four, gears. It made no difference.
Here’s what happened. As an experiment, I shifted the gearbox (yes GM brought one with a manual
transmission) into seventh and slowed to 60. The rev counter said, like, 1,200 rpm. Which is a bit absurd,
don’t you think? So I tried to accelerate… and it would. Not quickly, mind you, but it did. And it went up a
hill, without having to downshift.
This car also had “active rev match.” The way it worked is, you flip one of two levers on the steering wheel,
about where paddles for manu-matic shifting would be and, whoo hoo, the next time you downshift, it blips
the throttle and rev-matches right before your eyes. Faster and more precisely than you could ever manage.
Say going from fifth to second, it blip, blip, blips you right down.
Did I like the feature? I don’t know. I kept forgetting that it was there. I kept trying to heel and toe
downshift. Which totally messed up the rev-matching feature. Old habits are hard to break.
I guess you’d get used to it. I know you’d get used to the sticker price, $70, 830, reasonably loaded. Does that
undercut a similarly equipped Cayman S by a wide margin? Uh, yes.
The Jaguar F-Type R convertible.
This is the one with the supercharged 5.0-liter V8, good for 550 hp. Eight-speed auto. MSRP of $121,350,
well-equipped.
Yeah, it’s stunning. And very tight. And it sounds fierce. Even with the top up. I never did pop the trunk,
though. So I don’t know if I could get my golf clubs in.
C’mon. If you own this car, are you really going to brace your clubs against the passenger seat? And have
them clobber you in the arm, the first time you make an energetic right turn? Hey, if they don’t fit in the
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trunk, the Jag mates to the Audi R8 from a practicality standpoint. And then the 911 wins, if only because you
won’t get beaned by flying objects.
As for ultimate performance potential, the envelope is so large that only a track will tell. I have no idea. I’d
like to find out.
Mazda MX-5 Miata Club.
But I do know the performance potential of this one. Because, with the latest Miata, you can eke the last bit
out of it, every day, twice a day, on your daily commute. And maybe that’s the essence of all the euphoric
road tests we’ve sifted through.
In this incarnation, the interior’s up to date. The gearbox snick snick snicks. The top slides up and down by
hand in no time at all. It’s fun. And all accessible.
Except for two things. First, I’m sorry, I wanted to like the exterior styling a lot more than I did. At one point I
followed someone else in the car. And I kept thinking the Miata needs a plus 1 or plus 2 tire fitment. As is, it
just looks too Tonka-toy for my tastes.
And it needs 50 more hp. No, make that 100 more hp. When you’re yelling “come on, baby, come on, baby”
in passing mode, you know it’s true. As is, it’s adequate. Which I find boring.
Although that could have had something to do with the next feline I drove, the Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat.
Here’s all you really need to know; 707 hp, 204 mph, $70,865, loaded. But that doesn’t tell the full story. Like
the fact you get four doors. An automatic. You can take it shopping… and, when you leave the parking lot,
you can melt the tires before you get to the first intersection.
And the sound. Remember the Hemi ‘Cuda? If you’re reading this, probably not. But you get the idea. Think
top stock eliminator, with real brakes and anti-roll bars.
Inside, the central touch screen shows all these axle diagrams. I have no idea what they do. And I’d probably
have to read the manual to find out, which, of course, I had no time for. But I did find Sport mode. Which
kept the revs up and enabled instant bellow.
Yes, it’s hard to switch from a Miata into this homage to retched excess. But just what exactly is it? Sure, it’s
the ultimate MoPar halo car. But for what? For whom? I kept singing to myself “Let’s Do the Time Warp
Again.”
The rest begin to blur. I wanted to like the Mustang GT Coupe Premium, with 435 hp and 400 lb.-ft. of torque,
at an as-tested price of $46, 085. But it still drove like a truck. I never did find the friction point on the clutch,
and I could hardly see anything out the rear. Some things never change.
I did like the Cadillac ATS-V Coupe, though. Very tactile. A very real American M3, or is it now M4? This car I
could live with. It comes with 464 supercharged hp from 3.6 liters. The test car had the “track performance
package,” which included a lot of carbon fiber body bits. For $74,140. I even liked the latest version of
Cadillac’s folded paper styling. And the manual gearbox.
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Same for the Buick Regal AWD GS. At $44,965, loaded, with a six-speed manual, 259 turbocharged hp and a
Haldex center differential. Ok, I’ll say it; “that’s a Buick?” No, it’s a viable 3-series alternative. Really.
Oh, I drove the new VW Golf R as well. With the manu-matic. A confession. My daily driver is one of last
year’s R models. The new R is a very logical step up, in fit, trim and performance. Nothing’s lost, it’s an
incremental gain. Although I’d keep the stick.
That’s it. My level of interest faded with the setting sun. Acura ILX. No time. Did I miss much? Lexus IS.
Subaru WRX. That one I would have liked to try. A raft of SUVs and trucks. They all went on a typical teetertotter slow-mo off-road excursion. I passed.
Oh well, there’s always next year. My dues are paid up.
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 gerald grass – pensacola, FL 2015 cayman

 mark musheno – Navarre, fl 2001 911 turbo

 bob ricks – fairhope, al 2014 cayman
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WITH PRIZES!!

Ferdinand Porsche Sr. (left) and his son, Dr. Ferdinand Anton Ernst “Ferry” Porsche, age 28, in 1937

HERE’S THE DEAL (and see Rules & Regulations below for more details): The FIRST* person to email me
(Roger Gilmore, ryc940@gmail.com) with the correct answer will have their choice of 1 of 2 prizes: $25 cash,
or TWO free passes to the Club’s Autocrosses. (*See Rules & Regulations at the end of the Newsletter.)
There are NO online search restrictions. You can use ANY source that you wish to answer the question.
Now THAT makes it EASY!!

!!WINNER!!
We had a winner for September’s Trivia Question!

Steve Kimura, Pensacola, got the correct

answer and elected to receive 2 free Autocross passes. Great job, Steve…AGAIN!!
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SEPTEMBER’S TRIVIA QUESTION AND CORRECT ANSWER:
Question:
The 3 images below all belong to the same vehicle. (I’m only showing 1 of the 3 images for brevity.)
Your trivia mission is to answer the following questions:
1. What the heck is this thing?
2. What were the four “trim levels” it came in?
3. When was it made?
4. Who made it?
5. Why on earth is this even included in the Porsche Trivia? Be specific!
(The correct answer will include at least 4 of the 5 above elements.)

Answer:
1. It’s a 1959 Porsche-Diesel Super tractor.
2. Junior (14HP), Standard (25HP), Super (38HP), Master (50HP)
3. From the mid-1950’s to 1964.
4. Mannesmann AG
5. Porsche built and designed tractors, but wasn’t allowed to continue producing them after WW II.
Porsche sold the manufacturing rights to several companies, including Allgaier GmbH, which in turn created its
own tractor design to go along with Porsche’s diesel engine. In the mid-1950’s, Mannesmann AG purchased
the rights to the Porsche engine design as well as the tractor design from Allgaier and shortly thereafter
launched the Porsche-Diesel line of tractors.
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THIS EDITION’S QUESTION

This one is again a challenging one, so you may have to dig around a bit!

Below is a photo of the 1998 Le Mans winning GT1 driven by Aiello,
McNish and Ortelli, now comfortably residing in the Porsche museum.
"Made in Flacht" is stenciled on the left taillight of the car (you’ll have
to take my word for it!). Along with this car, a number of other Porsche
racecars have had this stenciled on or near the rear taillights.
What is the significance of this?
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Rules & Regulations for Porsche Trivia Quiz and Photo Caption Contest
1. How to Play: Email your answer to the Trivia Quiz and/or Photo Caption Contest to the Sonnenschein Porsche Club of America
(PCA) Newsletter Editor at ryc940@gmail.com. You may use any search or research tool to find the answer to the Trivia Quiz.
2. Prizes: There will be only one correct entry per Trivia Quiz, and only one chosen submission for the Photo Caption Contest per
Newsletter edition. The winner(s) will have the choice between $25 cash delivered via check from Sonnenschein PCA, or two free
passes to a Sonnenschein PCA Autocross, which will be valid for one year from the month of issue and will NOT be transferrable to
another person. The chosen prize will be mailed to the winner(s).
3. Eligibility: Contest is open to all current members in good standing of Sonnenschein PCA. Participants must be 18 years of age
or older. Sonnenschein PCA Board Members and their immediate family members are NOT eligible to participate.
4. Entry Deadline: All entries will be considered up until publication of the subsequent Newsletter issue, or until a winner(s) is
announced.

5. Selection of Winner:
For the Trivia Quiz: The FIRST entry received that is correct will be the winner. If more than one correct entry is received within a
24-hour period of the first correct entry, a drawing will be held by the Newsletter Editor to determine the winner.
Some answers may be subjective in nature and the Newsletter Editor will be the sole judge in determining the correct entry, if any.
For the Photo Caption Contest: The Newsletter Editor will select the best entry submitted judged on originality, humor, wit, and
appropriateness to the photo.
The winner(s) will be recognized by a general information email sent to Sonnenschein PCA members and in the subsequent month’s
Newsletter, along with the correct Trivia Quiz answer. The winning Photo Caption will also appear along with the Photo.
6. No Winner: If no correct entries are received for the Trivia Quiz prior to publication of the subsequent Newsletter edition, the
prize will be rolled over to the next Trivia. The maximum rollover amount is $50, or 4 Autocross passes, or a combination of the two.
There will be no rollover prize for the Photo Caption Contest.
7. General Terms: Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Sonnenschein PCA is the sponsor of this contest. By participating in
the contest, entrants agree to comply with these official rules, the sponsor’s interpretation of them and the decisions made by the
sponsor in matters relating to the contest.
Sonnenschein PCA is not responsible for incomplete, lost, stolen, unclear, misdirected or late entries. Any applicable taxes are the
sole responsibility of the winner. Sonnenschein PCA reserves the right in its sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend
the contest. Entrants agree to indemnify and hold harmless the sponsor from any and all liability resulting or arising from the
contest, to release all rights to bring any claim, action or proceeding against the sponsor, and hereby acknowledge that the sponsor
has neither made nor is in any manner responsible or liable for any warranty, representation or guarantee, express or implied, in
fact or in law, relative to the prize.
8. Ownership of Entries: All entries become the property of Sonnenschein PCA and will not be returned. Each contest entrant
consents to the use of his or her name, voice, statements and trivia answers, or any portion thereof, in connection with the contest,
and in any and all media and manner, now or hereafter known, in perpetuity without compensation.
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THIS ISSUE: The Turbos Are Coming, Part 2
(From your Editor)
As I had announced in September’s Newsletter edition, this edition’s Die Technischen Hinweise was to be
about Porsche all wheel drive (AWD). Alas, I just couldn’t get motivated to write about it as I couldn’t locate
source material that was even halfway interesting. Perhaps I’ll take another look at this in a future issue.
Instead, I thought I’d expand on my short article in the September Newsletter about the new turbo Porsches
(The Turbos Are Coming! The Turbos Are Coming! The Turbos Are Coming!). This will be specifically about the
911 model changes (991.2).

Above: Partial cut-away of the new 911 turbo engine.
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With the introduction of the 2017 911 Carrera and Carrera S, the word “turbo” as it relates to Porsche’s iconic
sports car has been relegated to a mere badge rather than being representative of one of the hottest versions.
That’s because with this major midcycle update, Porsche has turbocharged the engines in even the
lowest 911s and looks to be going towards a near-universal turbo future, following the successful trail blazed
by Audi, BMW, and Mercedes-Benz.
The motivation behind this change is improved fuel efficiency and reduced CO2 emissions to meet both
European and American requirements. (More details on how turbocharging does this can be found in the July
2015 Die Technischen Hinweise section of the Newsletter.)
The new engines, known internally as 9A2, are complete redesigns of the existing 9A1 powerplants, although
they retain the traditional flat-six layout and general dimensions of their predecessors. The engine block still
consists of two parts, each with a crankcase half and a block of three cylinders. However, these cylinder bores
are now coated with iron that is plasma-sprayed onto the aluminum surface. The raw aluminum cylinders are
machined with slightly undercut grooves, so that the 150-micron-thick (0.006 inch) iron coating interlocks
mechanically with the aluminum. Known as RSW (Rotating Single Wire), Porsche engineers state this process
is more durable than either Nikasil or the silicon-reinforced Locasil process used previously.
In the fashion of modern turbo engines, these powerplants for the 991.2 are downsized, but not by too much.
Thanks to a bore and stroke of 91.0 mm and 76.4 mm, the new engine displaces 2981 cc. This is down from
3436 cc and 3800 cc in the 991.1 Carrera and Carrera S models. The stroke is only reduced by 1.1 mm, while
the bore dimensions came down by 6.0 and 11.0 mm for the two engines. The less oversquare dimensions
make for a more compact combustion chamber for greater efficiency while the very similar stroke dimension
accommodates high revs.
The smaller bore has less room for valves, so the intake valves on both the new engines measure 34.3 mm in
diameter, down from 39.5 mm on the previous Carrera and 41.8 mm on the Carrera S. The exhausts are
similarly downsized, going from 43.2 and 36.1 mm to 29.7 mm on the new engine.
The cylinder heads also are similar to their predecessors, although with smaller intake and exhaust valves to fit
the smaller bores. The valve train uses Porsche’s VarioCam Plus, with selectable concentric valve lifters to
achieve variable valve timing and lift on the intake cams. Due to the turbos, the intake manifold is simpler
than in the previous engine with none of the variable plenum volumes and port lengths.
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Power Up!
Due to the turbos, the smaller displacement engines still deliver higher output, as you can see in the graph
above. The Carrera’s peaks increase from 350 horsepower and 287 lb-ft to 370 and 332. The Carrera S jumps
from 400 horses and 325 lb-ft to 420 and 369.
Those increases, particularly on the torque side, will feel even greater than the figures suggest because, unlike
the previous engines, which developed peak torque at 5600 rpm, the new engines deliver max torque starting
at 1700 rpm. This makes for an enormous difference in the midrange. For example, at 3000 rpm, the previous
Carrera engine could only muster 243 lb-ft, while the new one is delivering all 332—36 percent more.
And it makes similar and gloriously unmistakable flat-six sounds.
But there remains the infamous issue to turbo lag. Although vastly improved through the years, it is still
present. One of the Porsche engineers admitted that at 1800 rpm, the engine needs three full seconds to
produce full torque from a closed throttle, though he was quick to add that the turbo lag dropped to two
seconds at 2000 rpm and only one second at 2300.
Aside from the engine changes, the 991.2 has a few other tidbits that will be new features:
1. Active cooling flaps in the front grill that open and close depending on engine cooling needs.
2. Larger engine cooling fans and higher capacity alternators.
3. Rear spoiler activation at low speeds if engine cooling requires it. (The rear spoiler also deflects more air
thru the intercoolers.)
4. Engaging “Sport” mode reduces turbo lag.
5. The 7-speed manual transmission has new gearing and is now identical to the PDK’s gearing.
6. PDK manual shift pattern has changed: You pull pack to upshift, and push forward to downshift, which is
the same as the GT3 and in most racing cars.
7. The Sport Chrono package option includes a steering wheel mounted mode selector in its own pod, which
also has a center button the acts like a “push-to-pass” button: It maximizes all engine, transmission, and
suspension settings for max performance for a 20 second period.
8. Due to added weight from the turbos, intercoolers, etc., Porsche engineers saved 4.4 pounds by using a
new plastic oil sump. To prove its durability, a complete engine was actually drop tested on the sump from a
height of 39 inches onto a concrete floor…No leaks!
9. Larger brakes on both the Carrera and Carrera S models.
10. Independent rear wheel steering, standard on the Turbo and GT3 models, can now be had as an option.
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INDEX OF PAST TECH ARTICLES
1. September 2014: Power & Torque
2. November 2014: Motor Oil
3. January 2015: Gas
4. March 2015: Brakes
5. May 2015: Who on Earth is Rudolf Diesel?
6. July 2015: The turbo
7. September 2015: 50 Years of the Flat-Six

**************************************************************************************************

In the next issue we’ll discuss:

SURPRISE!
(In Other Words TBD!)

If you have a particular subject you’d like to see addressed in “DIE TECHNISCHEN HINWEISE”, or if you’d like to
submit your own article, just let me know and send me an email at: ryc940@gmail.com
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ALSO SEE THE EVENTS CALENDER ON THE CLUB’S WEBSITE!
AUTOCROSS!!!

The Club’s Event trailer with a fancy new decorative wrap

These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course. If you’ve never been to one,
give it a try! And don’t feel intimidated! It is really just for fun and without exception everyone who’s been to
their first one leaves with a huge grin on their face.
I'd like to encourage you to come out and see how the autocross works, meet the other members, see the
cars, help work the corners and timing table. Bring your lawn chair; it's a fun time. Of course, we'd like for you
to get out on the lot and practice your cornering and braking! If you are a new member, this would be a great
time to say hello.
If you’re new to autocrossing and may want to participate, there are some basic items you’ll need to be aware
of: You will need a DOT approved helmet (motorcycle will suffice), closed-toed shoes, and seat belts. To
prepare your car, remove everything from the cockpit that may fly around during braking and cornering. At
the course, a Club tech inspector will check your lug nuts and under the hood to make sure that nothing is
going to fly off the car. Think of your favorite number and we'll supply the painter's tape for you to mark your
car, unless you have your own numbers. It's not a race; it's an opportunity for you to try your hand at
performance driving all in the safety and confines of a parking lot. We love to watch the new drivers, but what
we really love to hear is the laughter coming from the car when they swing about the slaloms and turns for the
first time. When you see your elapsed time drop and drop with each run, you'll be hooked.
You MUST pre-register by using the below link:
https://clubregistration.net
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The registration will close at 8PM CST on the Thursday before the event.
Here is the remaining Robertsdale Autocross date for 2015:
November 14
Other Autocross registration details:
 Who: Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America
 What: Autocross
 When: Dates as above. Table opens at 7:00 AM, Drivers' Meeting at 9:00 AM, Track Walk at 9:30 AM.
You must be registered and signed in NLT 9:00 AM!
 Where: 22251 Palmer Street, Robertsdale, AL, or Pace High School, 4065 Norris Road, Pace, FL.
 Fee: PCA Members $25; Non-Members $35 and payable the day of the event

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS:
 “Cars and Coffee”: A casual get together of car enthusiasts that meets every 4th Saturday of each
month. It is open to all makes/models of cars. Held at Rave Motion Pictures, 5149 Bayou
Boulevard, Pensacola from 10 AM to 12 PM. The next event will be November 28.

PORSCHE SPONSORED EVENTS
Porsche has two excellent events for high performance driving that you may wish to consider:
1. Porsche Sport Driving School. This is held at Barber Motorsports Park on a regular basis. Here’s a link to
their website which also has an excellent video about the School:
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School
New at Barber are the Barber Motorsports Park Proving Grounds. This is a 22 acre, multi-use facility
comprised of a track (the Handling Circuit) with multiple configuration possibilities (the track includes a large,
banked turn), a large skid pad and plenty of paved area to either extend the length of the Handling Circuit or
add additional exercises like Performance Driving Techniques, Lane Change and Turbo Launch. The facility can
be used for corporate Half Day and Full Day Dynamic Driving Programs. I’ve not yet seen this in person at
Barber, but the aerial photo of it on the “Facilities” tab of the above website look pretty awesome!

2. The Porsche Experience Center. This is a brand new facility in Atlanta, and just opened this past spring. It
appears by all accounts to be a beautiful facility. The Center will be offer many different items, from 6
different track environments to simulators, human performance labs, museum, restaurant, coffee shop, and
more. Take some time to explore their website:
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta
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To whet your appetite, so to speak, here’s a photo of Restaurant 356 at the Porsche Experience Center, along
with some info about it:

Located in the new Porsche Experience Center, Restaurant 356 is a contemporary restaurant, with a relaxed
yet elegant feel.
The Porsche restaurant offers fine dining with a refined yet approachable menu highlighting a wine program
celebrating the great winegrowing regions of the world and innovative, classically focused cocktails. Featuring
coveted views of the all-new world-class 1.2 mile driver development track and the world’s busiest airport,
356 is a premier dining destination.
The seasonal menu is rooted in high quality ingredient-driven dishes that marry diverse flavors and techniques
seamlessly culminating the Porsche experience. With a great passion to cultivate partnerships with local
farmers, foragers, and artisan craftsmen, our chefs are dedicated to the quality and integrity of our
ingredients. Restaurant 356 provides elegant offerings that excite the senses, engage the palate, and satisfy
the appetite.
Restaurant 356 is located on the second floor of the Porsche Experience Center. Please be prepared to show a
photo id at the Porsche entry gate along with your reservation name. Reservations are required.
And here’s a link to a YouTube video clip that gives you a first hand look at the driving experience.
Take a look; it seems like a blast!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgZU4Ctcw_c&feature=youtu.be
I think it may be worth a trip to Atlanta!
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PLAN TO ENJOY ESCAPE 2015 NOW!! OCTOBER 1-3, 2015
Experience the exhilaration of driving your Porsche through history. Roam the hills with free-ranging buffalo,
mine for gold at an old miner’s camp, explore some of the world’s largest caves, dine where Calamity Jane and
Wild Bill Hickok once called home, tour monuments like Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse. Escape to
Rushmore 2015 is an event that you will not want to miss.
At Escape 2015, you’ll enjoy awesome variety and appealing activities in all directions. Organized tours and
drives provide many alternatives. You can join organized groups or follow maps independently. You and your
Porsche will love variety and the choices you make.
Here’s a link to the website where you can get all the details:
http://escape2015.pca.org
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HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVER’S EDUCATION (HPDE, or just DE)
Tired of the daily commute? Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant to be! You must
register online at www.clubregistration.net for PCA sponsored events. Here are upcoming dates for PCA
sponsored DE’s in our area:

Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park: Their next event will be the “Spring Fling” 4/2 & 4/3/16.
They have recently added a new offering, which may be of interest for those curious of what a HPDE weekend
is all about. It’s called the Driver’s Ed Experience and consists of an introductory HPDE course, Saturday only,
attendance at drivers meeting, 2 classroom sessions, reduced speed track demonstration and reduced speed
track driving with an instructor. The cost for this is $100. The cost for the regular 2-day DE is $525.

Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park: 2016 events are TBD…stay tuned!
Peachstate PCA at Road Atlanta: 2016 events are TBD…stay tuned!

There are also non-PCA DE events run by private clubs. Here are 3 good sources and the first two clubs also
use Club Registration (www.clubregistration.net):
1. Chin Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
They have events at local tracks including Barber, NOLA, Road Atlanta, and Sebring. Their 2016 dates are
currently TBD.
2. PBOC Motorsports Club (Porsche BMW Owners Club). Access their webpage at http://pbocflorida.com/
They have events at local tracks including Barber, Road Atlanta, and Sebring. Their next DE at Barber will be
November 21-22. The 2016 Winterfest will be held 1/20 to 1/24/16 at Sebring.
3. Rezoom Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html
They have events at Barber, Road Atlanta, Daytona, Roebling Road, Virginia International Raceway (VIR), and
others. They use a different registration site other than Club Registration, which you can access on the
Rezoom website. Here are their remaining dates for 2015: Barber, November 14 & 15; and Daytona December
4, 5, and 6.
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Considering a new Porsche? Or looking for a quality used Porsche? Then consider our Club’s affiliated Porsche
dealer:

For knowledgeable and courteous service choose Dean McCrary Porsche of Mobile! We feature certified sales
professionals and the most highly trained service technicians in the industry, with a commitment to customer
care, which sets us apart. Welcome, and we hope you enjoy your visit – virtual or otherwise!

Editor’s Note:
Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club! Any and all submissions are heartily
welcomed for inclusion! Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella, send it in to me.
And send your photos, too! And if you’d like to see another section to the Newsletter, or
have any other suggestions, let me know.
My email is: ryc940@gmail.com
Thanks!
Roger Gilmore
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YOUR PERIODIC PHENOMENAL PORSCHE
PICTURES, “YOUR P4”

A gorgeous 2014 911 GT3R, owned by John Crosby, in the paddock area of NOLA Motorsports Park on 10/31/15.
Oh, it goes pretty fast, too! Photo: Josh Brown.
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P.S.
And until the next time, remember: “PTINS” (as below)…Editor

YOUR caption here!! Send me your submissions! (ryc940@gmail.com)
(See Page 4 of the Newsletter, and Rules & Regulations on page 31.)
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