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From the Prez . . .
April 24, 2013
I know some of you have been busy going to DE’s around the southeast – NOLA, Barber,
& Road Atlanta. I know one member who was signed up to make the DE at Talladega
Grand Prix Raceway last weekend, but he went out and bought a new Boxster which he
loves and didn’t take to the DE.
March we had a great Autocross at Robertsdale, Alabama, with a good turnout of drivers
and cars. The new Timing equipment is great and is easy to run.
May 4th the club has been invited to Dean McCrary Porsche to view the new 2014
Cayman S. Those Club members in the Pensacola Area who want to go over in a group
will be meeting at about 8:15AM at Pine Forest and Nine Mile Road in the Publix parking
lot. See everyone on May fourth.
I understand that we have a couple of members that will be attending Boxster Fest. I
hope they have a good time and will give us a report that can go in the next newsletter
and on the web site.
Coming up Memorial Day weekend in Sebring, FL will be Zonefest. There will be all kinds
of things to do, including a road rally, an autocross, a Councours, as well as a DE at
Sebring International Raceway. Information on this event is on our web site. I know I am
planning on going.
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Coming up the last week of June will be the 2013 Porsche Parade, held in Traverse City,
Michigan. I know that we have two entries so far. Parades are lots of fun and you get to
meet a lot of new people from around the country. This event has lots of things for
people to do in upstate Michigan.
The Club is also looking to fill a few spots on the board of directors: Vice President, and a
Social Chairman for each state - Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi. With the age of our
new forms of communication, we can put together meets in various locations.
One thing that we really need is for members to submit articles to Bonni our Newsletter
editor (team-racing@att.net). Anything that you have done with your car, large or small
– a short write-up is not that difficult and would help keep the newsletter entertaining.

Wally Lindenmuth

2

Blasts From Our Past . . .
Sonnenschein Region PCA Celebrates its 35th Year!
by Wally Lindenmuth

A few weeks ago I came home to a box from PCA on my front porch. I opened it and was
surprised to find a letter from Manny Alban congratulating us for the past 35 years, and
wishing Sonnenschein Region to have another 35 years of success!
The Gulf Coast Region PCA was formed back in 1978. It was a going club until the 1980's
when it kind of fell apart. It was reorganized in 1998 as the Sonnenschein Region with
Gerald Davis as president and James Appello as vice president. We still have a few of the
original members, including Harry & Judy Williams and Al Mitchell.
The club has changed some over the years, but it still has a great group of members. We
won an award at Parade last year for our website. We have had members participate in
the last four Parades. Many of our members have also participated in regional events –
everything from car shows to racing. Our current Membership is around 200 members
strong – we are proud that you are part of Sonnenschein!
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Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance
by Pete Mellin

The weekend of 8-10 March showcased extraordinary automotive toys, and I'm certain
I've never seen more million dollar cars in one setting. Amelia Island was, at least for the
weekend, the playground of the rich and perhaps famous. This is how it played out . . .
Friday the 150+ cars that were going to be auctioned Saturday were on public display,
and I wandered through them for hours. Interspersed with the car display was a Hagerty
Insurance seminar about the prices and pricing of collectible Porsches, a Corvette
seminar celebrating 60 years, and a 911 seminar celebrating 50 years. The latter seminar
consisted of an all-star panel: Alwin Springer (race engine development), Hurley
Haywood and Vic Elford (911 drivers), Jack Atkinson (crew chief for Haywood and Peter
Gregg), Peter Schutz (Porsche AG president in late 80's), and Harm Lagaay (director of
design)]. Their stories of great accomplishments, humility at having been part of such
history, and insider comments made this a seminar for all times. It alone would have
been worth attending Amelia Island. Trivia question: Why was #59 chosen for the
Brumos Gregg/Haywood car? Answer at end of article.
Saturday was spent looking at more auction cars and attending a GT-40 seminar. Like the
911 seminar, it too had an all-star panel (Dan Gurney, David Hobbs, Brian Redman, Bob
Bondurant, and Lee Holman [son of one of the founders of Holman & Moody]). As with
the 911 seminar, it was priceless. Both seminars lasted 1.5 hours and could easily have
entertained us (about 1200 people for each seminar) for many more hours. Also on
Saturday, Florida Crown Region hosted a sports car gathering on the 18th fairway, which
attracted about 100 Porsches.
On Sunday morning the auction cars were gone, replaced by 300+ Concours cars. Their
transporters were everywhere. I got to the 18th fairway about 6:30 AM (still dark) to
watch the Concours cars drive in, and it was well worth the early reveille. In case you ever
want to know what a $14 million car looks like, the red Ferrari 250 TR will give you a clue
(see below). I was within 20 feet of it! So I spent Sunday morning looking at even more
amazing cars.
By about noontime my spectator overload light was on, so it was time to head home.
After a short walk to my car (my 6:30 arrival got me a prime parking spot in the shade) I
was on my way - westbound and down. By that time, cars were lined up for about a half
mile to the Concours, and some people had parked more than a mile from the 18th
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fairway and were just walking in. Also, by noontime, there were so many people at the
Concours that it was hard to see the cars anymore since they were surrounded by
spectators. This made leaving an easy decision. Side note: Since it was dark when I arrived
Sunday morning to watch the cars drive onto the 18th fairway, many had their headlights
on. I have concluded that those early huge headlamps are as dim as they are large. I think
overdriving them could be accomplished at about 15 mph.
As for attending another Amelia Island Concours, that would depend on the
seminars. While the cars were amazing, the 911 and GT-40 seminars are what put it over
the top.
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Trivia answer (As Hurley Haywood explained about their number 59): Before Peter
Gregg got into serious racing, he did a brief stint in the Navy. One day he flew aboard USS
Forrestal as a passenger. The carrier landing made quite an impression on the young
Gregg, and he was grateful to have survived it. After getting out of the aircraft he saw the
side number of the carrier and decided his survival and that number must have great
meaning, so he adopted it. Forrestal was CV-59. Peter even liked the font, so his 59
looked exactly like the one on Forrestal.

Wally Goes NASCAR On Us?
by Wally Lindenmuth

On February 9th, 2013, I participated in the “Rusty Wallace Driving Experience” at Five
Flags Speedway. My wife had bought me this as a present for Christmas last year, but
due to rain-outs and a conflicting DE at Little Talladega, I could not participate until this
year.
We went through an hour long drivers meeting to bring everyone up to speed on the
flags, the line to take around the corners, etc.. We were given firesuits to wear, along
with a helmet if you didn't have one. They offered a ride-along program with a
professional driver, which I took. He drove a lot faster than I did.
I have found that it is helpful to get some coaching with the correct line around a track.
The cars were late model stock cars with around 500 hp. Trying to find one that a 250pound person could fit inside of was a challenge. Most of the cars they had were for
smaller people. They did find one that I could fit into and drive, but I wished it had been
a little bigger.
You climb in and out of the window, which is no easy task for someone who is overweight
and has a bad back. We took a number of pace laps, with the instructor guiding you via
the in-car two-way communicators. Then we did a number of laps at speed – I will say
that I have checked that off of my bucket list! I enjoyed the experience, but I think I enjoy
taking a few laps around Barber or Road Atlanta in my own car better.

6

Autocross Report ~ March 23, 2013
by Wally Lindenmuth

We had a real nice turn-out for our first autocross of the year in Robertsdale, AL. If
you missed it, we also have May 18th, September 14th, and November 16th ahead
this year. Mark them on your calendar now so you don’t miss out!
We had three run groups, which gave everybody plenty of runs. The new timing
equipment the club bought worked great (I just need to figure out the scoreboard).
We had some folks trying autocross for the first time – I understand they are
hooked.
The top time in the men’s group was posted by Joshua Brainard in his Mitsubishi
Evolution with a time 60.282 seconds. The top time in the women’s group was
posted by Bonni Parker in her Porsche 993 with a time of 63.501 seconds.
Other personal best times of the day included: Wally Lindenmuth, 911T, 62.599
seconds; John Parker, 993, 63.699 seconds; Everett Soars, 911, 64.407 seconds;
Amber Brainard, Mitsubishi Evolution, 64.943 seconds; Greg Kuhlman, 996 4S,
65.788 seconds; Pablo Concepcion, 993, 66.132 seconds; Sean Porthouse, Pontiac
GTO, 66.180 seconds; Roger Blassee, G8, 67.528 seconds; Douglas Detchon,
Subaru WRX, 67.771 seconds; Ashley Cutaio, Pontiac GTO, 76.714 seconds; Maria
Alvarez, 993, 110.928 seconds.
The weather was great all the way up to the last run before it started to rain. I
think everyone had a good time! Thanks to everyone for their help in getting the
cones picked up and back in the club trailer.
Special thanks to Pete Congiundi who did our timing. Pete and Douglas also helped
me set up the course. The first session we had the Chicago boxes a little tight;
opening them up a little helped a great deal.
Put May 18th on your calendar and come out and join us at our next autocross!
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My First Oil Change
by Stephen Pearce

What started out as a routine oil change turned into a saga. Here's how it all started . . .
I went to the local auto parts store and ordered a filter for my '86 944 Turbo. The part
would take a couple of days to be delivered. When I returned in a couple of days, the
delivery slip was there, but no filter. The counter guys asked if I could come back the
following day, after they had a chance to talk to the other shift that signed for the parts.
After another trip to the parts counter, and a re-order of the filter, they determined that
a wiper blade was delivered instead of a filter. The part numbers were really close, and
there was a wiper blade in the back that nobody remembered ordering. Mystery solved –
maybe. No matter, I bought some oil and headed home.
Looking at my neighbor's driveway and the slant to the street, I determined that I could
use my floor jack to give me enough room to get under the car and remove the drain
plug. Not going to work. The curb to my yard from the street is slanted – on to “plan B.”
I pulled onto the curb and got out to check the crawl space. It didn't really matter,
however, because I had pulled onto an ant hill. Those ba***rds were all over the place
and angry to boot! I got back in the car and moved it further down the hill.
Now with space to crawl, a ratchet in one hand, and a clip full of sockets in the other, I
began backing the drain plug out. It broke loose nicely and I slid the pan in place . . .
almost. With the downhill slope and gravity fully at play, that oil gooshed out like a fire
hose, almost hitting the catch pan. I was able to maneuver it and dodge the oil tsunami
that seconds before headed down my tee-shirt.
With a river of Castrol heading toward the neighbor's curb, I ran to the garage to grab the
oil absorbent. The bag was almost empty, but a nearby bag of potting soil would
probably do the trick, or so I hoped. Well, it didn't, but it did corral the expanding mess
until I could run to the store.
I got the drain plug reinstalled with a new crush washer and added oil, checked the
dipstick and stepped back to admire my first oil change on the Porsche. My wife came
home from the grocery store and looked at me like, "What the <beep!> did you do?" I
tried to explain that I had just won a rite of passage. All she saw was a pair of jeans with
oil all down one leg and me wiping my hands on one of her good towels. Oh, boy.
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Why I Hate Weeds
by John Parker

I recently enjoyed a weekend at NOLA Motorsports Park, a track about ten miles west of
New Orleans. NOLA is a fairly new track and the folks that built it have made an
outstanding effort to make it a world class facility. From the drive in the gate you can see
the folks there have spent some money to make this a great facility.
My last weekend was full of adrenaline as I was working with a set of hard tires I bought
Saturday afternoon as a “get me home set” after cording the ones I brought. These tires
were not really meant for the track but I wasn’t going to sit there all day Sunday without
going out. Folks, if you really want to learn how your car is going to behave in the rain I’d
suggest getting a set of hard tires and heading to a flat track like NOLA. By the end of the
weekend I definitely had a feel for how the back end feels moving around on my 993 as
well as how much the car can push. As much fun as my recent weekend was, I thought
back to my first trip to NOLA, and how much I had learned about the line there.
My first visit to NOLA was a single day event in March. Since I’ve never been to NOLA I’d
asked for an instructor to teach me the intricacies of this 2.75-mile track. My instructor
asked me about my track experience, and I told him I’ve been approved to go solo at
Barber. “I’ve heard this isn’t as technical a track as Barber,” I told him. He immediately
contradicted me and said, “It’s every bit as technical as Barber.” With that in mind, my
instructor and I start out and he begins to point out turn entry points, apexes, and trackout points. The NOLA folks and PCA have tried to make it easy by putting up pointer
cones. Turn seven I found, though, has no such cones, nor does it have any curbing or
brake markers. What turn seven does have, however, is a weed.
Since my first day on the track it’s been drilled into my head, “Don’t rely on the cones for
your landmarks. Someone will invariably run over one of them and leave you without
anything to look for.” This advice has served me well and I always use the curbing at
Barber to set up aim points. Now, however, I’m faced with a turn on a nearly flat track
with no curbing on either side. This turn sets you up for a good straightaway where I was
(eventually) carrying over 110mph into (and through) turn eight. As a result, it’s
important to set up turn seven to get the most out of this straight.
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Why I Hate Weeds, Cont’d.
After a couple of laps with my instructor, he is looking for something visible to point out
to me. It’s clear to me that he has turned enough laps here that he has this entry down
but can’t find anything to describe the optimum turn-in. “They usually put a cone back
here,” he tells me, “right about where that big weed is.” That did it. The weed was
something that was clearly visible, and I started using it as a marker almost
unconsciously.
After my initial session with my instructor we both felt I had the line down sufficiently to
run the rest of the day solo and I began working to try and improve my laps with each
succeeding session. The trouble was I couldn’t get that weed out of my head. Every time
I went through turn seven, I kept expecting to see the weed gone – run over by someone.
Every time, there the weed still stood, mocking me and keeping me from finding some
better landmark.
At my most recent trip to NOLA, thankfully, I picked up where I left off and wasn’t looking
at the left side of the turn-in very much. Halfway through the weekend, though, I
glanced over and the stump of the weed was still there. The moral of the story, for me at
least, is that on a new track, especially a flat one, get your landmarks down any way you
can!
(John and his 1995 Carrera Coupe, below . . .)
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Upcoming Events . . .
Trackside . . . all events for the track are accessible through
www.clubregistration.net unless otherwise indicated.

2013 Alabama Region PCA events at Barber Motorsports Park:
June 15th and 16th ... registration opens May 9th @ 12:00 noon central.
December 14th and 15th ... registration opens November 8th @ 12:00 noon central.

2013 Mardi Gras Region PCA events at NOLA Motorsports:
July 27th and 28th . . . Event details coming soon.
November 30th and December 1st … Event details coming soon.

2013 Peachstate Region PCA events at Road Atlanta:
June 1st and 2nd
… registration is now open, www.clubregistration.net
th
th
August 10 and 11 … details: DE-Events@peachstatepca.org
October 26th and 27th … details: DE-Events@peachstatepca.org

2013 Sonnenschein Region Autocross Schedule:
May 18th , September 14th , November 16th
Where: 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale, Alabama.
When: Registration is from 7:00-9:00AM, course walk begins promptly at 9:00AM.
Drivers meeting (mandatory) is at 9:30AM.
Cost: $25.00 for PCA members, $35.00 for non-members. Please pre-register by mailing
a check or money order, made out to Sonnenschein Porsche Club, to: Wally Lindenmuth,
2160 Old Chemstrand Road, Cantonement, FL 32533.
Details / Questions: Please call Wally at 251-979-1830 or email him at
wflindenmuth@aol.com
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Social Events . . .
May 4th, 2013 at Dean McCrary Porsche, located at 1525 Beltline Highway in Mobile, AL,
36606 from 9AM-noon: “Leave the straight and narrow for walking. Find the thrills you
never thought possible. The ones found deep in the curves of the road. Come join us on
Saturday May 4th from 9am – 12 noon as we show how the redesigned Cayman takes
precision, agility, and balance to a whole new level. Not to mention a whole new level of
excitement. Brunch and beverages will be served.”
Saturday, May 18th … Armed Forces Day 9th Annual Blue Star Salute Cruise-In
Where: USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park
When: Begins at 9AM (Have cars in place by 8:30)
What: Antiques, classics, street rods, motorcycles, military vehicles
Who: Clubs and individual cars welcome.
“Event and cruise-in is free and open to the public. Parking is two dollars. Join us in
‘saluting’ those who are serving, have served, and those who have fallen in military
service.” Submitted by member Stephen Pearce.
Zonefest 2013: May 24-27
Registration is now open for Zonefest 2013 hosted by Gold Coast Region in conjunction
with their 50th Anniversary Celebration. The event will be held at Sebring International
Raceway’s Chateau Élan Hotel and will feature a DE event on Monday, May 27th. Visit
www.ClubRegistration.net to see the activity schedule and select the various event
options. Sponsorship opportunities are still available.
July 4th … 2013 Grand Bay Watermelon Festival Shine & Show
Takes place on Hwy 90 at Odd Fellows Festival Park in Grand Bay, AL. For full details
and entry form, etc., please contact Marie Mathis at (251) 367-8646. You can also go
to http://grandbaywatermelonfestival.org The event poster can be found in the left
pane near the bottom.
As always, the above events and more are added often thanks to our webmaster at:

http://son.pca.org
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Welcome New Members!!!
Michael and Kayla Lentz ~ 2007 red 911T
James Martin ~ 1996 silver 911
Rodney Parkison ~ 2009 white Carrera
Stephen and Denise Pearce ~ 1986 951
Savonnya Rodrigues ~ 1978 white 911
Greg Woodfin ~ 1988 911
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Tid Bits . . .
If you ever need anything – anything at all Porsche – please
consider our very busy tech director, below; you will not be
sorry. 

And if you are looking for that “new Porsche smell”, please do
consider:

***Editor’s note: I really hope you like your newsletter! Submit your photos,
ideas, and newsworthy articles to team-racing@att.net . PLEASE NOTE THE
EMAIL CHANGE. “Cogito, ergo ZOOM!” (“I think, therefore, I go FAST!”).
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