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**** PLEASE HELP ONE OF OUR VERY OWN ****
Harry Williams Cancer Fund
If you would like to donate go to https://www.giveforward.com/fundraiser/n604/harrywilliams-cancer-fund/update Please help Harry out while he fights for his life.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

February 18, 2014
Well I hope winter has gone away down here on the Gulf Coast and it looks like the
weather is going to change and be a little warmer. We had a great day this past Saturday
for an AutoX Course. I set the course up a little more open and we didn’t get all winter
sand & dirt blown so it was very fast and tricky. Joey Dumas from Gulf Shores put his new
991 4S through the course and set fast time. We will have our next AutoX on April 12th at
the Baldwin County Annex parking lot on Palmer Street in Robertsdale, AL.
We have had members go to Barber for a very wet DE and we have some going to
NOLA Motorsports Park in New Orleans in March. I have entered the one-day DE at
Talladega Grand Prix Raceway the first weekend in April. I am also going to go back to the
first track I ever drove on and that is Hallett Raceway in Jennings, OK for what they call
Mayfest. Hopefully I can stay out of the tire wall this time.
We have a few new Officers in the club: Roger Gilmore has taken over the
Newsletter from Bonni. Steve Pearce has taken over membership and communications
he is also keeping our Facebook page well populated with information. Bob Clemons who
has been a big help to me in setting up the AutoX course has agreed to be Vice President
and be our Social Chairman for the state of Alabama.
On a sad note Harry Williams, our Tech Advisor, has come down with cancer. We
need to keep Harry in our prayers to help him beat the cancer. Elsewhere in this
newsletter will be a website listed where folks can make a donation to help Harry and
Judy through the expenses they will have going through treatments. It is also on the
Club’s website.
Wally Lindenmuth
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Sonnenschein PCA Autocross Saturday February 15, 2014
Well we started the year off a little earlier with our first Autocross in February. The
weather has been cold but it turned out great for our first event of the year. We had a
total of 20 cars and drivers. I made the course not as tight as we have had in the past and
it allowed the later model cars to shine. We are grateful to Baldwin County for allowing
us to use this parking lot for our Autocross events.
Put these dates on your calendar of other events this year. Next Autocross is April 12,
then September 20, and November 15, 2014. The new timing equipment the club bought
works great and next time we might try and run two cars at a time.
Top time of the day was 2014 991 4S driven by Joey Dumas fast time 58.584 sec.
2. Was John Parker in his green 993 with a fast time of 58.929 sec.
3. Was Greg Kuhlman in his 2003 996 4S with a fast time of 59.418 sec.
4. Was Pablo Concepcion in his 993 with a fast time of 60.089 sec.
5. Was Robert Langham in his Cayman R with a time 60.520 sec.
6. Was Wally Lindenmuth in his 1973 911T with a fast time of 60.931 sec.
7. Was Jim Barnes in his 997 Twin Turbo with a fast time on 61.452 sec.
8. Was Terri Hart in her Boxster S with a fast time of 61.958 sec.
9. Was David Driver in his Z28 with a fast time of 62.180 sec.
10. Was Bob Clemons in his 1980 911S with a fast time of 62.600 sec.
11. Was Shane Taylor in his BMW Z4M with a fast time of 63.136 sec.
12. Was Jeff Rossman in his 1996 993 with a fast time of 63.383 sec.
13. Was Rich Birge in his 1984 911 with a fast time of 63.746 sec.
14. Was Roger Gilmore in his 2011 Honda CR-Z with a fast time of 64.110 sec.
15. Was Steve Pearce in his 1986 951 Porsche with a fast time of 64.286 sec.
16. Was Rich Firth in his 2007 996 Porsche with a fast time of 66.278 sec.
17. Was Brian Myers in his 2011 GT500 Mustang with a fast time of 69.301 sec.
18. Was Steve Hart in his 2007 Mustang with a fast time of 70.817 sec.
19. Was Colin Myers in his 2000 Mustang with a fast time of 74.795 sec.
20. Was Justin Townsend in his Impala with a fast time of 76.371 sec.
21. Was David Wilson in his 1987 Porsche 928 with a fast time of 77.162 sec.
It was great to hear Jim Barnes in his Twin Turbo trying to get the power to the ground.
I hope everyone had a good time and I would hope to see more members out for our
next Autocross on April 12th. I would like to thank Pete Mellin for doing our timing and
Bob Clemons for coming out Friday night a helping set up the course. We also had a new
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member Kathy Morey and her son come to help. Her new Boxster didn’t have enough
miles on it yet to run so watch out for her at the event.
Wally Lindenmuth

FROM OUR MEMBERS

FROM THE EDITOR:
As I have taken over the job of Editor for the Newsletter, I thought it would beneficial if I
gave everyone a bit of a bio about myself. I’ve always been sort of a gear-head. Built a
couple of fast go-carts when I was 15, then moved on to restoring a ’58 Corvette from
when I was 16 through college. After college, I was on active duty in the Navy (and for
another 27 years!). Had to sell the Corvette (ah, hindsight!) but bought an old style
(1978) Landcruiser and shoehorned a small-block Chevy V-8 into it. That was a mean
machine! Also did some motorcycle riding back in those days and had a Ducati 900SS
which was quite a road burner.
My first Porsche was a new 1981 924 Turbo (picture below), which was WAY more than I
could afford but I was young and not married, so… A great car but had some impressive
turbo lag. Met my wonderful wife in San Diego, and the 924 was sold after we got
married so we could get our first house (and a 1983 Nissan King Cab pickup…Seriously??).
My next Porsche was a few years later, a used 928S. I was out at sea a lot then and my
wife always got a lot of heads turned as she pulled 3 young boys out of it on trips to the
grocery store! We then spent 4 glorious years in southern Spain, so the Porsche went
away (again!). Next up was a used 2003 911 (996) Cabrio and I enjoyed it tremendously
until recently, when I purchased my second new Porsche, a 2013 Boxster S (981). Our 3
boys are out of the house now, at college or beyond, and I’m retired from the Navy (but
still working full time at the VA Clinic in Pensacola) so I’ve got more time to enjoy the
fruits of ownership. The Boxster is awesome on the track and I anxiously await the next
DE!
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The 924T in the mountains of sunny southern California, circa 1982:

Rolex 24 at Daytona, 2014
By Pete Mellin
There we were at sunrise on Sunday; doughnuts to the right of us, honeybuns to the left,
plenty of coffee to wash it all down, and all accompanied by the near-deafening roar of
the 50 or so surviving cars of a Saturday night of racing at the Rolex.
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This all started several months earlier when we bought our tickets and more importantly,
our Porsche Corral parking passes. For 2014 there were only 200 corral passes issued, and
they sold out at least a month before the event. The parking pass is critical, making access
to the track, the hospitality tent, and safe parking, a breeze.
We arrived Friday afternoon in time to catch the 2 1/2 - hour SportsCar Challenge race.
After that things slowed down, so we departed for our hotel. The race started at 2:10 PM
Saturday, with about 67 cars on the grid, and the corral was pretty well full by 12:00.
Saturday before the race starts is also a good time for visiting, because once the race
begins, engine noise makes talking impossible. Good hearing protection is critical.
We wandered the infield, visiting the 4 or 5 small grandstands set up at each corner of
the infield portion of the course. You can also climb into the main grandstand, which is
about a 20-minute walk and many stair steps from the infield, but offers a great view of
the entire track.
Being too old and too wise to spend the night at the track, we departed about sunset
Saturday and returned early on Sunday for the conclusion of the race. When the dust had
settled, a 991 RSR (side number 911) had won its class. Keeping track of the Prototype
class and Prototype Challenge class cars was a little more difficult this year, because the
mix of engines and chassis didn't leave me with any particular car to cheer for. Watching
the P and PC class cars in the corners was always interesting, especially as they used the
outside of turns to pass slower cars. That made for some interesting lines through the
corners.
Traffic leaving the speedway was heavy but moving well. We elected to spend Sunday
night in Daytona, and then have a leisurely drive home on Monday. That left us well
rested and most content with the weekend. If you have not done this, I strongly
recommend it. Exciting cars, hard racing, and a chance to catch up with old friends. A long
weekend well spent! Here are some photos:
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Porsche Corral

911 RSR that took first in class
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Arriving with doughnuts Sunday morning to provide a solid sugar hit to track junkies

Pensacola to Atmore Road Rally
By Pete Mellin

A sunny day, excellent fried catfish, and 90 enthusiast cars to look at - what more could
you ask? We had that and more at Saturday's Pensacola to Atmore Rally, co-hosted by
the Austin-Healey and Panhandle Cruisers clubs.
The registration area resembled a three-ring circus, with people and cars going in all
directions, and everyone looking at the amazing cars - sports cars, hot rods, street rods,
antiques, cruisers, classics, station wagons, and sport pickup trucks. Sonnenschein only
had five cars present (Wally and Mary Lindenmuth, Bob Clemons, David and Lindy
Kirkpatrick, Herb Hackman, and Pete and Patsy Mellin), so we were not especially well
represented. That honor went to a group with 14 cars.
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It is too bad that more of us didn't participate, as this is a fun, casual rally. You receive
easy-to-follow directions, and since all 90 cars depart over a 25-minute period (you
depart at your leisure and arrive at your leisure), about all you need to do is follow the
car in front of you. One group did go astray, but fortunately we followed our directions
and did not, like the aforementioned group, end up in Montgomery, or someplace like
that. I think they received the Magellan Navigation award.
The course was about 53 miles long and took a little over an hour to complete, ending in
the parking lot of David's Catfish House. Our 90 cars overflowed the parking lot, and our
participants filled nearly every seat in the restaurant. Service takes awhile, but the upside
is plenty of time to catch up with old friends - the ones you missed at the Starting parking
lot.
I have a friend who recently bought a 1955 Thunderbird and wanted to learn what T-bird
groups are in the Pensacola area. So I wandered over to meet the T-bird crowd and they
about talked my ear off with helpful suggestions. So now I know a whole lot more about
1950s Thunderbirds than I ever imagined.
This is an annual event (early February) and you won't want to miss it next year.
Check out the photos from the Rally, they’re on the Website under “Event Photos”.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ANNUAL FAIRHOPE ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW!!!
We have a run planned for on March 15 for those wanting to check out the show, which
is always an excellent time. We’ll meet in the Winn-Dixie parking lot at US 98 & Blue
Angel Parkway at 9 AM on March 15.

RALLY/POKER RUN!!!
Sonnenschein Region PCA is going to have a Rally/Poker Run on Saturday March 22, 2014,
at 9 AM. It will start at the parking lot of Shelton Fireworks, on the south side of I-10
Exit 54 (Wilcox Rd) in Northern Baldwin County Alabama. The Rally/Poker Run will be
9

approximately 75 miles and cover some very historic roads in Northern Baldwin County
Alabama. Cars will be sent out at timed intervals and you’ll be given a speed to maintain
for the different sections of the course. This is not a SPEED run. The winner of the
Rally/Poker Run will be the car that has the best five-card hand.
We would like to know how many people are going to run the rally as we will be have
lunch at the end. Entry Fee is $20.00 for each car.
More details to follow in the future.
Wally Lindenmuth & Steve Pearce

AUTOCROSS!!!
These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course. If you’ve
never been to one, give it a try! And don’t feel intimidated! It is really just for fun and
without exception everyone who’s been to their first one leaves with a huge grin on their
face. I’ve included a few photos below from the February 2014 Autocross:
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***And here’s a great YouTube link sent in by Greg Kuhlman from one of his runs at the
Autocross. This was his fast time of 59.418 sec in his 996 4S, taken from a front bumper
GoPro camera. It’s definitely worth a look!

http://youtu.be/zr44TaHoX_E
Here are the upcoming Autocross dates:
 12 April
 20 September
 15 November
Mark them on your calendars!

DRIVER’S EDUCATION (DE)
Tired of the daily commute? Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant
to be! You must register online at www.clubregistration.net for PCA sponsored events.
Here are upcoming dates for PCA sponsored DE’s in our area:
Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park: 3/1 & 3/2/14. Registration opened on
1/20/14, so if you’ve not registered by the time you read this it will likely be too late.
Their next event will be 6/14 & 6/15/14, and registration will open 5/5/14 at 1200 PM
central time. Cost is $450 for the 2 days.
Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park: 3/9 & 3/10/14 (Note this is a Sunday
& Monday event.) Registration is open now. Cost is $325 for the 2 days; you can also just
attend one day with Sunday being $225 and Monday $125.
Heart O Dixie PCA at Talladega Grand Prix Raceway (TGPR): 4/5/14. This is a one-day
event for a cost of $185. TGPR is a 1.4 mile track, flat with 10 turns and is a good place to
start if you’re interested in getting a taste of what a DE is all about without the bigger
price tag of the 2 day events.
Peachstate PCA: Upcoming events at 2 tracks. At Atlanta Motorsports Park on 5/3 &
5/4/14; registration will open on 3/3/14 at 12 PM central time; cost is $400. Another
event will be at Road Atlanta 5/31 & 6/1/14. Check their website for more information.
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There are also non-PCA DE events run by private clubs. Here are 2 good sources:
1. Chin Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.chinmotorsports.com/. They
have events at local tracks including Barber, NOLA, and Road Atlanta.
2. PBOC Motorsports Club (Porsche BMW Owners Club). Access their webpage at
http://pbocflorida.com/. They have events at local tracks including Barber, Road Atlanta,
and Sebring.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!

* Morey, Katherine A. – Transferred from Alabama
* Morey, Len (Affiliate)
Mobile, AL 2014 Boxster S Yellow
* Whitten, Steve - Regular member
* Whitten, Kay (Affiliate)
Niceville, FL 2008 Cayman Silver
* Wood, Ronald W. Transferred from Alabama
Mobile, AL 2006 Boxster Grey
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Editor’s Note:
Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club! Any and all submissions are
heartily welcomed for inclusion! Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella,
send it in to me. Give Wally a break in having to come up with a bunch of stuff each &
every Newsletter! And send your photos, too! And if you’d like to see another section
to the Newsletter, or have any other suggestions, let me know.
My email is: ryc940@gmail.com
Thanks!
Roger

ETCETERA…
If you ever need anything – anything at all Porsche – please consider
our local Pensacola independent Porsche Master Mechanic and very
busy Tech Director, Harry Williams.
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Harry,
You are in our thoughts and prayers.
And remember: You are stronger than this challenge!

And if you are looking for that “New Porsche Smell”, please do
consider:
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YOUR PERIODIC PHENOMENAL PORSCHE
PICTURES:
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And until the next time, remember: “PTINS” (as below)…Editor
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