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Sonnenschein Chapter of the PCA
was the sponsor of this years European
Car show at the Naval Aviation Museum
in Pensacola Florida. There was a very
strong showing from the Porsche club.
Congrats to our members. Mercedes
group, VW club and British car club also
made a strong showing.
This year our Club sponsor Dean
McCrary Imports of Mobile, brought
over a 2005 Porsche Cayenne and the
new Audi A3. Both are very fine examples of German Automotive engineering.
Dean’s also provided the show with numerous door prizes that were given away
during a drawing at the end of the day.
The money collected was donated to the
Naval Aviation Museum and to the
Rebuild Northwest Florida fund.

very pleased with the outcome of our
efforts. He was impressed with the turn
out from such a small area that had been
rocked from hurricane IVAN just 8
months before. The number of cars that
participated was not as many as we had
hoped for but considering IVAN had destroyed many homes with cars in them
Bob Barren, the region 12 representa- we were still pleased with the number of
tive, was on hand for the show and was cars that showed up for the event.

Next year we hope to have more
dealership sponsors for the show. Pete
Moore Volkswagen showed up this year
and brought the new Phaeton, Jetta,
Beetle and a Touareg for display. We
hope that dealerships will continue to
bring the newest line of European automobiles to the show every May.

Pictured above: The Sonnenschein Circle.. Under one of the few
trees left in the front of the Naval Aviation Museum sits the hardcore members of the Sonnenschein Chapter of the PCA. As always the good conversations bring out the best in our members.
Mark Silver (sitting in the center of the group) is never short in the
area of entertaining stories, and he is obviously sharing one of
them with the group. Pictured top left: The Front row at the Euro
Car show which is traditionally taken by the Porsches.
Pictured left: Two Ferrari’s attended the show this year. The cars
added to the unique atmosphere that was present at the Naval
Aviation Museum in Pensacola.

1445 S. Beltline Hwy. Mobile, AL 36606

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT— PETE MELLIN

Hot Air From the Prez
As I write this the day after Tropical Storm Arlene rolled through,
you have to wonder at the difference 24 hours can make. Yesterday we had 40-knot winds with
gusts to 60, and nearly horizontal
rain mixed with Ivan-destroyed
house debris. A most hostile Porsche environment, unless you are
trying to shake down your insurance company for a new paint job.
For the car’s sake, I was glad to
see no Porsches in my driveway.
Today, it is calm, sunny and generally gorgeous, so I’m hopeful
we’ll have a similar day next weekend for our rescheduled beach
party. That party, by the way, will
be a farewell for JoEllen and Doug
Condon, who are moving to Washington, DC for an Air Force tour of
duty. We will certainly miss their
company, and I will especially
miss having Doug as our VP. He’s
done a great job, and the club is

better for his having been with us.
We look forward to their return.
Last month we (Sonnenschein)
hosted the annual European Car
Show at the National Museum of
Naval Aviation, and it was a great
success by any yardstick. Over 75
cars attended, including 2 Ferraris
and a Delorean from Mobile. We
raised over $500, with half going
to the museum and half to Rebuild
NW Florida. As usual at these
events, I didn’t get to visit with as
many people as I would have
liked, but it was still great fun. Another benefit to come from the
show is that club presidents in the
area got to know each other, since
we all worked on it. We talked
about occasionally attending each
others events, and I think that
could be fun. As schedules from
other clubs come across my desk,
I’ll pass them on for your information. At present I’m talking with the
BMW, MB, VW and 2 British clubs,
so this could turn into car-event
overload if we’re not careful!
As for our own upcoming events,
in July we’re scheduled for a pool
party at Al & Pam Mitchell’s
house. I hope we can avoid things
like a belly-flop contest, but you
never know, considering some of
the instigators in our midst. For
August, our schedule shows a visit
to the new Lulu’s in Gulf Shores.
Since we did that in April, we’ll
look into rescheduling the ferry trip
from Ft Morgan to Dauphin Island
and visiting the Estuarium (as I
think it is named). We did that
many years ago and it was great –
a pleasant drive to Ft. Morgan, two
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ferry rides, and a walk through the
very interesting Estuarium. In
September we have our (nearly)
annual Chili Cook-off, hosted by
Monty & Linda Willis. Two years
ago we had 10 very different, very
good chilies. For you chefs into
the 3-alarm variety, you need to
start working on an award-winner.
Our most gracious host for this
event has routinely won the 3alarm award (he may even have
retired it), so you hot & spicy types
need to brew up a screamer. Note
that I’m NOT volunteering to be a
taster, but I heard that Cathy
Kress might attend as a guest
judge.
At the end of this month Patsy & I
will be driving up to Hershey, PA
for the 50th Porsche Parade. We’ll
have pictures and stories for our
next newsletter.

Pete
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GOOD BYE's FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT
Hi Everyone!
This will be my last article as the
Sonnenschein region Vice President.

JoEllen and I will be moving to
the Washington DC area around
July 13th. I am getting
reassigned to Andrews AFB. I
have been here going on 8 years
in my tour for the Air Force.
I wanted to thank everyone for
being part of this wonderful
club. JoEllen and I have enjoyed
the people and events of the
Sonnenschein region Porsche
club. I want to thank Pete,
Monty, Chris, and Al for all of
their hard work, and especially
Harry for teaching me a little bit
more about driving and my
car. He's also a tremendous mechanic as well.
I wanted to thank everyone that
participated at the annual car
show at the Museum of Naval
Aviation. It was a tremendous

Dong Con-

success, and we had
wonderful participation
from everyone in our
club. Thanks to Pete
for all of the hard work
he did coordinating
everything.
As JoEllen and I leave,
we will miss everyone
tremendously. We've
thoroughly enjoyed
everything about this
group. We have nothing but incredible experiences. I wish everyone the best
and good luck in getting a track, this
is something our club really needs.
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JoEllen and I hope to be back
here in 3 years, as we want to retire
here. Hopefully, we will
see you back in a few
years!
Good-bye!

Pictured Left.
……....Doug’s Boxster.
We will miss seeing Doug
and JoEllen and his car at
the track and at the social
functions. Good Luck and
we hope you return to this
wonderful area soon.
Treasurer’s Report—Mark Silver

Our current balance at AmSouth Bank is 5732.09.
ELECTRONIC CHECK CONVERSION (ECC)
ON-LINE ELECTONIC CHECK RECOVERY
REAL TIME CHECK VERIFICATION
LOCKBOX SOLUTIONS AND SOFTWARE
CONSOLIDATED RETURNS.

Please contact Laurie at (888) 436-5101 Ext 21 for more
information on any of our products or services.
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HARRY SAYS: PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR LIGHTS!!

Check Engine Lights
and
On board Diagnostics
I get calls from customers with
the check engine light on wanting
to know if it is safe to drive the
car with the check engine light
on. The answer is yes. The
check engine light is there to alert
you to the fact that a fault has occurred in an OBD II monitored
system.
OBD II is the on board diagnostic system for emission
control related systems. The
check engine light should not be
ignored. It is not as critical as lets
say oil pressure; it is absolutely
not safe to drive with an oil pressure warning light on. The same

would apply to high engine temperature. It is not safe to drive
with a high temperature warning.
If you drive an air cooled 911 the
belt warning light is critical and
should never be ignored as
engine damage will occur. The
check engine light warns of emission related faults only and would
be considered safe to drive and
have checked at the first opportunity by a qualified repair facility.
The most common check engine fault stored seems to be set
by starting the car with the gas
cap loose. The system picks up a
leak in the evaporative emissions
area and triggers the light. Many
components are monitored, too
many to list. If there is interest I
will give more detail in a future

Pictured above: Robert Hughs is
caught by Harry on film (Sorry
Robert...The editor of this newsletter was pressuring him to get
this article done)
article. Or as always you can stop
by the shop and visit with us and
talk about anything that comes to
mind.

Harry
P.S. We have a new addition at

the shop. Robert Hughs has
joined Dave and I. One thing that
was important in his hire was that
he owns a Porsche. He has a 944
as an everyday driver and is exPictured above: The Apprentice
pected to join the Sonnenschein
and the Master….. Dave Mattox
Chapter. Robert is replacing
shows Robert Hughs about
Todd. Todd has moved back to
troubleshooting those engine
lights that Harry was talking about. Missouri to be near his family. We
wish him the very best.
2005 Sonnenschein Calendar
January 25, 2005

Date

Event

June 25
July 2
July 23
August 14
September 17
October

50TH Porsche Parade
Blue Angel Beach Air show
Pool party
Lulu’s
Chili cook-off
Visit to Harry Schwartz garage

________Time
25 June – 2 July
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
3pm— until?
TBD

Location
Hershey, PA
Pensacola Beach – Info only
Mitchell’s house
Gulf Shores, AL
Monty & Linda Willis, Pensacola
Schwartz Garage, Pensacola
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You could not ask for a better day for
a drive thru L.A. Not the smog filled
California city, but Lower Alabama.
Our destination on this trip was the
new LULU’s, a bar and grill on the
inter-coastal waterway. This brightly
colored club was the backdrop of our
April social.
Angelo Romano, an Italian visitor to
the area joined us for the trip and was
very pleased to find out that Juli
McCormick used to live in Naples and
still has family that lives there.
He intends to look up her relatives
when he returns and share his
photographs. He was also fascinated
by the “NANNY GRANNY”, A shrimp
boat which passed by the restaurant
as we ate. He felt as though he was

truly in Bubba Gump country.
Again Good Food, Good
Friends and a Good Atmosphere was the recipe for another
successful Sonnenschein Social.

Left: Angelo Romano and Julie
McCormick share a photo for
him to take back to Naples Italy.
Above right: Doug and JoEllen Condon, Walter Benecke
and Dan and Lynda Colasono
with their son enjoy a table beside the water.
Right: Porsches lined the parking lot of LULU’s. As always
we have a very diverse showing
in makes models and years of
Porsches that make up the our
local chapter.

Pictured above (left to right): Chris Doherty, Emery and Ann Molnar, Jim Cooper, David Wilson,
Juli McCormick, Monty Willis, Brian Hensarling,
Doug and JoEllen Condon, David and Virginia
Mattox, Walter Benecke and Lynda and Dan Colasono (with son).

NEW PRODUCTS FOR PORSCHE

Volume 8, Issue 2

Convertible roof capability while on the go
Owners of older model Boxters and 911 Cabriolets have probably noticed that the latest rag-tops coming out of Stuttgart are able to raise and lower the roof , comfortably, while moving at a slow speed. Porsche must have finally gotten
the picture that such a simple variation to the roof-controls would make life much easier. After all, who wants to pull off
the road to put the top up or down? Sure, I have pulled over to put the top up, but only because I had to, never because I wanted to. And, when driving in the city, forget about doing anything with the top. These days, I have given up
looking for gaps and spaces on the side of the street where I might be able to park for 15 or 20 seconds to apply the
handbrake and hold my finger on the button just to put the top up or down. Earlier I even considered hacks that were
the hot topic in some internet forums but I didn’t want to do any irreparable damage to my lovely car and was therefore
a little nervous to go and start snipping wires on my own, with only the guidance of a stranger from the internet. And a
hack fools the car into thinking that the handbrake is applied, so the top could actually be opened at high speeds on
accident, which would be disastrous. You may be wondering where I am going with all this and what it all has to do
with you, the 996 or 986 owner. Well, I have good news for all of you: the Germans have not forgotten about yesterday’s customers. A German based company, Wilhelmy-IT, has recently introduced the SmartTop. SmartTop lets the
older model 911s and Boxters enjoy all the latest functions of the 997 and 987. A dream come true, this control unit
allows opening and closing of the convertible top while driving at slow speeds and with just the touch of a button. No
more pulling over!
Because of the development team's extra attention to the practical needs of the customer, the installation is simple
and there are no permanent changes to the car. The owner will always have the option to restore the car to its original
condition in just minutes, simply, and without the headache of a expensive garage visit. This makes it simple for
leased cars to also benefit from the modification.
During the introduction-phase, the new products are being offered at very attractive prices. For more information visit
the website at www.wilhelmy-it.com or call +49-30-40102535.
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SPECIALIZING IN THE REPAIR OF PORSCHE AND BMW AUTOMOBILES
PHONE: 850-435-8409 * HOURS 8AM—5PM MON-THURS * EMAIL: hwimports@cox.net
415 Palm Court, Pensacola, Florida 32505

