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October 19th, 2019 Mississippi Road Rally
Reflections from a First-Timer
By: Christina Halat

I bought my dream car in
February, a 2006 911 Carrera S, and joined PCA
soon after. The Mississippi
Run on Saturday, October
19th, 2019 was my first
Porsche club event, so I
was very excited to finally
get to meet some of the
other Porsche owners in
the area. Living in Ocean
Springs, I was also glad it
was going to be close to
home. I convinced my 77

good variety of years and
models. We were given a
pep talk about the fact that
this was a tour, not a speed
race, but chuckles from the
group indicated that some
were not planning to adhere to the plan. I decided
to hang out near the end of
the line, since I didn’t know
exactly where we were
going. We finally all loaded
up and headed west. At
first the roads were mostly

718

year old mom, who was
visiting at the time from
California, to accompany
me. The day started out
cloudy and drizzling, but by
the time we arrived at the
meeting place in Wade, the
sun was shining. Soon after
we arrived, the rest of the
group pulled in. All together, there were about a dozen cars. Seeing all the cars
lined up was quite a sight,
and drew the attention of
the other customers at the
gas station. There was a

straight, but after a few
turns, (and wrong turns!),
we were flying around
some very narrow, curvy
roads. Then, we encountered more straight sections, and went even faster!
The scenery was picturesque as we travelled
through rural and wooded
areas, and the sky was clear
and bright. I was glad I had
done HPDE (high performance driver education) at
NOLA motorsports park a
few weeks before, as that

gave me some much needed practice driving my car
under more extreme conditions. Eventually, we pulled
off and stopped at a small
gas station somewhere near
Wiggins, where some
friendly locals offered us
their restroom. We spent a
few minutes chatting, then
loaded up for the final run.
Eventually, we were heading south toward Vancleave
and Ocean Springs. Lunch
was at McElroy’s on the
Bayou, overlooking beautiful Fort Bayou. I’m so glad
I was able to participate
and meet other Porsche
enthusiasts.
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October 19th, 2019 Mississippi Road Rally
By: Marla and Alex Reis

Saturday morning driving to the
meeting destination at a crossroads in
Mississippi, my husband and I had no
idea the amount of fun we were
about to experience. We are new to
the Porsche automobile family and
the only regret is that it has taken us
so long to make the decision. We
were welcomed as if we had been
know our entire lives by this incredible group. This rally was well attended, organized and executed. The
weather was perfect for top down
cruising, the route was scenic and not
too challenging and the pace was
perfect! Enjoying a meal together was
the a fantastic way to
end the day. Thank
you so much for a
day we'll always cherish and smile big with
memories.

“...my husband
and I had no idea
the amount of
fun we were
about to
experience.”
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From Our President

Sonnenschein region
President
—Wally lindenmuth

January 4th, 2020
It has been an interesting Fall
with a lot going on. I went
down to Daytona International
Speedway for the OctoberFast
2019. I ended up like all volunteers, working. I had the job of
keeping track of the golf carts,
radios, and paying the bills that
needed to be paid. This is last
PCA Club race of the year with
drivers from all over the East
Coast. Some real great racing
from GT-3’s to 944’s, with
almost 150 entries, and another
50 cars entered in the DE. This
was my second year and it was
great seeing and working with
other PCA Volunteers from
Zone 12 who make this event
go very smoothly.
Sonnenschein Region is having
our Holiday Party on January
11th at Jessie’s in Magnolia
Springs, Al. Hopefully, the
weather is better than last year.
Our last Autocross of the year
was held at Pace High School
and we had a great turn out
with 23 cars showing up to run.

I would like to see this size
group at every event. With Tim
Butler’s help (our new Alabama
Rep), we are trying to get the
parking lot by Bass Pro Shop in
Spanish Fort, AL. Maybe we
will be able to get some people
from Mississippi and Alabama to
come out, since it is a little closer
to their area.
David put on another great Mississippi Back Roads tour. We
had a very good turn out and
have a write up on this event by
someone new.
Pete Mellin did a great job on
the Children’s Hospital Toy
drive to Studer Family Children’s
hospital. We had 12 cars turn
out on a very overcast day. We
had fun and the Kids from the
Hospital had fun looking at all
the cars. Next year we are going
to try to do a similar event in
Mobile at the Children’s Hospital over there. We are the only
region in Zone 12 that has more
than one Children’s Hospital.

I would like to welcome all new
members to the Sonnenschein
Region and hope to see you out
at some of our events.
- Wally Lindenmuth,
President

“Our last Autocross
of the year was held
at Pace high School
and we had a great
turn out with 23

cars showing up to
run.”
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Leaf-Peeping in the Adirondacks
By: Pete Mellin

It is too bad that all this natural
beauty is so far away, as the 2-lane
country roads were curvy and well
maintained, made for Porsches,
and the leaves were spectacular. It
was a great trip.
Hiking observations:
We have hiked extensively in the
West, where most trails go back
and forth across the mountain,
with hairpin turns at each end. In
the East, trails tend to follow
damp/wet creek beds, and conseThis is the story of our 10-day Mountain trail. The last quarter quently go straight up the mounadventure in early October mile of this 7-mile trail was get- tain.
through western Vermont and ting really steep, and with our The trails we picked all got steeper
upstate NY in search of colorful levels of fatigue, we decided to near the summit, and about half
leaves. On past leaf-peeping turn back. We had a great lunch had ice and snow on the trail. This
trips, we encountered comments in Lake Placid at Smoke Signals was not a good combination for
like, “If you had just been here (veggie burger and pulled pork fatigued hikers, so about half the
last week the leaves were at sandwich), then found a Ben and time we turned around within 500peak.” Well, this time we hit Jerry’s next door.
1000 feet of the summit. That
Peak!
final push to reach the summit
We started the next day with would have been an additional 30We started in Burlington, VT, buckwheat pancakes for break- 60 minutes of hiking.
spending several days around fast (they were great!), then Footing was precarious since we
Stowe (famous ski resort) and headed south to Lake George. It were often in rocky, wet creek
Mount Mansfield. The cold, began raining so we swung by beds and traversing root fields. So,
clear air and colored leaves were my family’s lake cabin at Sarato- the climb coming down took neara wonderful contrast to Pensaco- ga Lake. It was locked up, and ly as much time as the ascent, even
la heat and humidity. After sev- not much has changed in the 20 though the effort was much less.
eral days, we took a ferry across years since my last visit. We
Lake Champlain to Plattsburg, spent the night in Lake George, Ice cream observation: most ice
NY enroute to Saranac Lake.
then headed to the Prospect cream shops were open, and most
Mountain Trail. It was steep, had lines outside, even with temAt Saranac Lake, we hiked up rocky, and pretty. We climbed
Mt. Baker to be enveloped by 1700’ in 3 miles (6 miles round
fog and clouds at the top. So trip), and enjoyed spectacular
much for cold, clear air. We views at the summit. Then, to
stopped at High Falls Gorge for Duffy’s Tavern for lunch, where
a nice hike, then took a detour to Mrs. Mellin enjoyed an amazing
Lake Placid (of Olympics fame) concoction called a Frozen Mudon our way back to Saranac slide. It is like the northern verLake. The next day, we hiked up sion of our Bushwhacker.
Ampersand Mountain, only to
encounter an iced-over trail 500 For our last hiking day, we
feet from the summit. Lacking charged up (so to speak) Shelvcrampons, we decided continu- ing Rock Trail next to waterfalls,
ing further was not a good idea, and then went to Sleeping Beauso we headed back down the ty Mountain for a 3.5-hour hike
mountain.
to the top. This was the best
summit of all, with spectacular
The next day, we were back at views of colored leaves in all
Lake Placid to hike the Scarface directions.

peratures in the 30’s. Those Yankees must be crazy; thank goodness!

“It is too bad

all this
natural
beauty is so
far away…”
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December 2019 Toys Parade
By: Pete Mellin

Photo Credit: John Matus

Wally and Pete would like to thank the following members for donating toys and showing up Friday, December 14th to participate in our inaugural Sonnenschein Toys Parade. The time and money we invested in this event were appreciated by those who came out to visit with us, and
should brighten the lives of children who must spend their holidays in the hospital. This event was conducted by all Zone 12 regions on either
December 13th or 14th. We enjoyed the lunch afterward and hope you all had a Merry Christmas!
Our participants were:
• Bryce Burch
• Richard Birge & Judy
• Tim and Janet Butler

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lee Jessen
Lindy Kirkpatrick
Wally Lindenmuth
Kevin and MaryLiz Marshall
John Matus
Pete Mellin
Kathy and Len Morey
Frank Smith
Stephen and Amy Kimura
Monty and Linda Willis

Additional Photos in the photo
gallery: Pg. 10

Members who contributed toys, but were not able to attend:

•
•

Amy and Keith Boring
Lou

Toys
Parade
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2019 National Auto Sport Association (NASA), New Orleans Region (NOLA)
By: Joey Dumas

TT3 Class and Superlap (Overall) Champion, Joey D Dumas
Car: #003 Porsche Mobile/SettleMyCase.com is a modified/street legal TT3 class 991 Carrera 4S

ing for 6 years at a variety of
tracks in the southeast, but primarily at NOLA Motorsports
Park with PCA and NASA. In
2018 I became a PCA and
NASA High Performance Driving Instructor. Also, in 2018, I
In the NASA NOLA
began competing in a series at
series, cars are placed in classes,
NASA NOLA and won the TT3
for competition purposes, acClass Championship. Class
cording to a formula that’s priChampionship winners are demarily based on the horsepower termined by totaling the place
(HP) to weight ratio of the car.
points awarded each day of each
While cars in each class, from
track weekend, 6 per year, for
any region, are competing [only] the entire year. The winner is
the competitor with the most
against the other cars in their
points for the year. The awards
class, all the classes are on the
track at the same time competing were handed out during the Janagainst others in their same class. uary track weekend. Porsche
Mobile has the championship
I have been doing and trophy on display in their showroom, along with team posters in
learning high performance drivBefore we dive into the meat of
the successful season, it may be
helpful to provide some background for the non-track members and Porsche enthusiast.

the management offices. Feel free
to drop by and look! Before we

continue, it’s incredibly noteworthy to sincerely thank Marc
and Frank and the rest of the
Porsche Mobile team and my
partners at SettleMyCase.com
for the overwhelming support
they gave this team and our
PCA Chapter!

“...in 2018, I began competing...at
Nasa NOLA and won the TT3
Class championship.”
Continued on pg.7
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2019 National Auto Sport Association (NASA), New Orleans Region ((NOLA) (cont.)
By: Joey Dumas

The 2019 season began in January and ended in December.
During the October event, I also
completed the experience, classroom and on-track requirements,
racing in another car, to obtain
my NASA Competition License.
This additional license qualifies
me to race in a vast variety of
race classes/cars throughout the
United States.
The 2020 season begins Saturday, January 19, 2020. During
the awards dinner that evening,
I’ll receive trophies for being the
2019 TT3 Class Champion
AND the Gorilla Race Engineering 2019 Superlap (overall)

Champion. (The Superlap
Champion also gets other prizes
and contingencies).
If any PCA members have an
interest in experiencing what it’s
like to be in a car at speed on the
track as a passenger, feel free to
come to a NASA NOLA track
weekend when I’m there and I’ll
take you for some laps! Warning! You might get hooked!
In closing, I can’t say enough
how much I appreciate the support I’ve been given by Porsche
Mobile and SettleMyCase.com,
along with the other sponsors,
and last, but not least, my PCA
family!

Please thank the following members/friends of our PCA Chapter, for their sponsorship and support:
Porsche Mobile: MUCH more than a dealership; they’re family with a passion for Porsche Owners’ activities.
SettleMyCase.com: I’m fortunate to have brilliant and talented partners who are also passionate car folks, involved in car clubs
throughout the region and supportive of our team.
Jordan Automotive: Michael Jordan is the Porsche guru that converted a street car to winning track car. This guy is nothing
short of amazing!
Foreign and Domestic Auto Care: Bobby and Jon and company are the best tire guys in the business! (They do mechanical work
too).
After 5 Exotics and Hard Rock Stone and Tile: Nelson “Sonny” Davis has been a big supporter from day 1. When he wanted his
businesses to be a part of the team, knowing how top shelf they were, it was an honor.
Down South Detail: When it’s just not enough to be the fastest, and you have to look good too, Gavin Batchelor is the one I
trust to do it. Gavin is one talented and hard-working young man!
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Facebook Feature

Did you know you don’t have to wait for the quarterly
Newsletter to see what is happening in the Sonnenschein Region? You can visit our Facebook Page, Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America, to see new
posts almost daily, or you can post news and photos
that would be of interest to other club members. To
the right and below are a few samples of the type of
posts shared on the site.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1514995305391456/?ref=br_rs
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Sonnenschein Region PCA Website Update
Sonnenschein Region’s award-winning website has been updated with a new look for 2020! Visit the site at https://son.pca.org/ for club

information, news, events and a whole lot more.

Above and Left: Screen
shots from the updated
website.

Right: Awards won by
the Sonnenschein Region PCA website over
the past several years.
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Photo Gallery

A few more photos from the Toys Parade
Photos taken by John Matus and shared on the Sonnenschein Facebook page by Stephen Pearce

2020 Events Calendar
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Please visit SONPCA website at https://son.pca.org/#xl_anchor_calendars or the Zone 12 PCA website at
https://zone12.pca.org/calendar for Additional details
(Additional events will be added throughout the year)

January

February

18th: SONPCA Holiday Gathering

22nd: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



12:00pm-3:00pm



8:00am-10:00am



Jesse’s Restaurant, 14770 Oak Street, Magnolia Springs, AL 36555 (please note: this is a
change from January 11th due to inclement
weather)



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

18th: GTs on the Bay



4:00pm-7:00pm



26189 Canal Road, Orange Beach, AL 36561

25th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

March

April

14th: Lunch at Jesse’s Restaurant

25th-26th: Alabama Region PCA DE



12:30pm-2:30pm



14770 Oak Street, Magnolia Springs, AL
36555

28th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504



Barber Motorsports Park, Barber Mortorsports Parkway, Birmingham, AL

25th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

2020 Events Calendar
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Please visit SONPCA website at https://son.pca.org/#xl_anchor_calendars or the Zone 12 PCA website at
https://zone12.pca.org/calendar for Additional details
(Additional events will be added throughout the year)

May

June

68th: Lunch at Sunliner Diner

13th: Lunch at Dragonfly Food Bar



12:30pm-2:30pm



12:30pm-2:30pm



100 E 2nd Avenue, Gulf Shores, AL 36542



7 S Church Street, Fairhope, AL 36532

22nd-24th: Zonefest



Details TBD

21st-22nd: Alabama Region PCA DE



23rd: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

Barber Motorsports Park, Barber Mortorsports Parkway, Birmingham, AL

21st-27th: Porsche Parade



La Quinta Resort & Club, 49-499 Eisenhower
Drive, La Quinta, CA 92253

27th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

July

August

25th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee

22nd: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

2020 Events Calendar
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Please visit SONPCA website at https://son.pca.org/#xl_anchor_calendars or the Zone 12 PCA website at
https://zone12.pca.org/calendar for Additional details
(Additional events will be added throughout the year)

September

October

26th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee

3rd-4th: Alabama Region PCA DE



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504



Barber Motorsports Park, Barber Mortorsports Parkway, Birmingham, AL

24th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

November

December

28th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee

26th Pensacola Cars & Coffee



8:00am-10:00am



8:00am-10:00am



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504



Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504

Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America
Mirroring the PCA mission…SONPCA’s main mission is to heighten the Porsche owning and driving experiences,
which we accomplish by meeting a number of objectives:
•
•
•
•
•

To promote the highest standards of courtesy and safety on the roads
To enjoy and share good will and fellowship engendered by owning a Porsche
To establish mutually beneficial relationships with Porsche owners, affiliates, dealers and our sponsors
To exchange ideas with other Porsche Regions and Zones
To establish mutually cooperative relationships with other sports car clubs

SONPCA Board Members
President—Wally Lindenmuth
Vice President—Kevin Marshall
Membership Chair & Facebook Coordinator—Stephen Pearce
Newsletter Editor—Amy Boring
Treasurer—Lindy Kirkpatrick
Webmaster—Keith Boring
Track Chair and Safety Steward—Bob Langham
Secretary and Former President—Pete Mellin
Alabama Region Representative—Tim Butler
Dealer Liason—Joey Dumas

Contact us at: https://form.jotform.us/70835118265154

SONPCA Links
Sonnenschein PCA website: https://son.pca.org/
Sonnenschein PCA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1514995305391456/
Sonnenschein PCA Twitter: https://twitter.com/Sonpca

PCA Links
Zone 12 website: https://zone12.pca.org/
PCA website: https://www.pca.org/

