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The driving events of the Sonnenschein

Region PCA reflect a personal emphasis to

support our members with what drives

their passion. Planning rides to featured

events, historic locations and fun activities

is our passion to engage members like you.

Our goals are to help you get the most out

of your Porsche purchase by creating

avenues for you to enjoy your car and to

enjoy being with others who think like you

do. As you read the articles and see the

pictures consider being a part of our next

event.

Take a look and see what the stunning Brumos Museum in

Jacksonville, Florida has in store. This is our second overnight trip to

this historic landmark. Every visit is a site to behold.

Held March 6-7 at Amelia Island, Florida. The event highlighted the

transaxle Porsche cars and gathered hundreds of members from

across the country to participate. This is a marquee event not to be

missed.
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From the Editor

Issue #2

Spring Issue:
You know the saying, in like a lion and out like a
lamb!
The “in like a lion is right”, our club is off to a healthy
touring schedule for 2026. In February an overnight
travel event culminated at Brumos Museum in
Jacksonville, Florida. Just a few short weeks later
and another club trip for the weekend was on tap for
several members at Amelia Werks 2026 in March.
Now we are looking ahead to PCA Parade in Lake
Placid, NY coming in June.
It’s about the people

The recurring theme for the events, newsletters and
pictures will be to highlight the wonderful people
behind the wheel who are enjoying the events or
making the events happen for others to engage in. I
hope you like the direction and look forward to your
feedback. 

With best regards,
Dennis Thomas
Interim Editor, Zeitschrift



SONPCA

Leadersh ip
PAGE 3

Zeitschrift Apr 2026

Stephen Esposito
President

Dennis Thomas
Vice President

Joe Jurich
Treasurer

Walter Ruzic
Secretary



ALABAMA COORDINATOR
JOHN MATUS

DEALERSHIP LIASION
DENNIS GIBSON

CHARITY
DAWN THOMAS

MEMBERSHIP & SOCIAL MEDIA
STEPHEN PEARCE

WEBMASTER/CALENDAR
KEITH BORING

ACTIVITIES
STEPHEN DAZET

Zeitschrift Apr 2026

PAGE 4

INSURANCE
RICHARD BRENT

AUTOCROSS SAFETY
TOM LEAVITT

PAST PRESIDENT
KEVIN MARSHALL



Page 5

Zeitschrift Apr 2026 From our President, by Stephen Esposito

Welcome to Spring!

I hope that sharing this information gives you a
better understanding of what our leadership team
is working on. We appreciate all member inputs, so
please share your thoughts directly with me at our
next event, or via my email at
president@son.pca.org

By: Stephen Esposito

It is an exciting time of year for getting out with our
cars and enjoying the sunny days and better
temperatures. 
One of the things we completed at the Holiday Party
in January was to survey the attendees to get your
opinions and ideas on things you like and want to do
more of. In the past it has resulted in planning for
long drive events like the just completed Werks
Reunion and Concours Events at Amelia Island FL.
Those that made the multi day trip thoroughly
enjoyed it and we are all bringing back great
memories from our time on the course at Amelia
Island. 
The majority of the 85 party attendees completed
the survey this past January and a few things stand
out.

27 members are in the 1-5 year range
demonstrating our growing region. 
2 attendees from Mississippi is disappointing. We
have tried to focus on this part of our region and
have been getting minimal response. We
developed the Backpack Buddies program for
the Ocean Springs School District and hold local
events but are not consistently drawing the
attention of our Mississippi members. 
We will develop a focused survey to better
understand where members believe the value of
their SONPCA membership is
We will move away from holding Board meetings
with most lunches and tours and keep them as
social events. We will just offer short updates on
what is happening across the region.
In priority order, here are the events our
members show the most interest in

Autocross
Tours/Rallies
Drive to Eat
Tech Sessions
Car Show
Gimmick Rally
Social Events
DE Events
Museum Tours
Mississippi Backroads Run
Cars and Coffee
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SPRING PICNIC

Enjoy a social
gathering at
Steelwood Country
Club for lunch and
more

TREFFEN AT SEA

Enjoy a 6 day Pacific
Wine Country cruise
from Vancouver to
Los Angeles

PORSCHE PARADE
Lake Placid, NY 
Concourse, road tours,
autocross, dining,
awards and more 

WAHOO’S BASEBALL

Social SONPCA night
for local baseball and
fun

18
APR

19-25
SEP

14-20
JUN

Upcoming
events.

2026

SEP

TBD
GIMMICK RALLY
Fun Drive through
Fairhope searching
for visual clues

JUL

25

MAY

16
ED’S DRIVE-INN
Touring Event to
Jackson, AL for great
food and social event
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This year marks the 33rd Annual Mardi Gras parade at Escambia Westgate School and the 2nd year of
participation by our region. The members helped to bring joy, beads, and Porsche spirit to students on
Friday the 20th of February, offering a celebration tailored for those with special needs who might not be
able to participate in the traditional downtown festivities. 
Designed with sensory accommodations in mind, the inclusive event gave students ages 3–22 the chance
to experience the fun of Mardi Gras in a safe, welcoming environment. SONPCA were only one of about 30
entries who took part in the parade this year, including local krewes, first responders, and groups like the
UWF cheerleaders and the Pensacola Blue Wahoos, who interacted closely with the students. 
Teachers and volunteers emphasized the importance of bringing the Mardi Gras tradition to students who
otherwise might be unable to attend large, crowded parades due to sensory challenges. The Porsche club
is welcomed with open arms as frequent supporters for this program. For many participants and parade-
goers, the Westgate celebration is one of the highlights of the carnival season — cherished for its inclusive
spirit and the smiles it brings. 

WESTGATE MARDI GRAS
PARADE
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PORSCHE PARADE 2026
 LAKE PLACID, NY

 EVENT DATES:
 SUNDAY, JUNE 14 - SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026

 REGISTRATION DATES:
 PHASE I OPENS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2026, AT 12 NOON ET*

*AT THIS TIME, YOU CAN REGISTER FOR PARADE AND GET THE LINK TO BOOK YOUR HOTEL

Phase II Opens Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at 12 noon ET*
 *At this time, you can register for Events & Banquets
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We chose to go with Porsche after a lengthy process of looking at and driving just about everything else out
there in that market. We drove BMWs, Mercedes Benz, Land Rovers and a couple of Porsches. Once we drove
the Porsche, that was it! We decided on a 2025 Macan S for now, but we have already been discussing other
models. 

We live in Semmes, AL, which is north of Mobile a little and not too far from Lucedale, MS. Mary is a Chemical
Engineer and I work at the steel mill in Axis, AL and my job is to monitor operations and perform any necessary
maintenance on the equipment when it requires repair. When we are not working, we enjoy going to concerts
and getting out and driving around to different places such as the mountains or the coast.
If I had to choose a favorite Porsche model, I would have to go with the 911s. I am very fond of the body lines on
those, especially the older models.  We enjoy getting out and driving our Porsche and would like to be able to
do some driving events and maybe a track day here and there, anything Porsche related really. We have been to
the Tail of the Dragon and many other roads in the North GA, NC and TN area. We had to stop for the bull Elks
crossing the road in Cherokee, NC. We enjoy the mountain drives and plan on going out west to Utah and up to
Wyoming and Montana when we can find the time. 

I have always been fascinated with cars and really anything mechanical. I have had Mustangs, Camaros, and an
Old Cutlass that I built with some friends when I was much younger. I can remember working on some of my
dad’s old project cars when I was just a kid such as classic Mustangs and a 55 Chevy once upon a time. I
honestly do not think I have ever read a set of instructions in my life and I just figure stuff out. I was a mechanic
and worked in a few body shops in my teens and early 20s prior to becoming a Marine in the early to mid 90s. 

Anyway, that’s kinda what makes me tick and keeps me going on driving nice/fast cars and getting out and
seeing the world.  

NEW MEMBER FOCUS
BRANNON & MARY HUDSON
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TREFFEN AT SEA 2026 - 6-DAY PACIFIC WINE COUNTRY
JOIN HUNDREDS OF PCA MEMBERS ON THE 4TH ANNUAL TREFFEN AT SEA, AND THE 5TH

EVENT CRUISE, WITH PRINCESS CRUISES, FROM SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH TO
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2026. WE WILL SET SAIL FROM VANCOUVER, CANADA, TO

LOS ANGELES, CA, WITH STOPS IN SAN FRANCISCO AND SANTA BARBARA.  

 COMING SOON - DETAILS ON THE PORSCHE AND PARTNER SEMINARS, SPECIAL ON-
BOARD EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, UNIQUE PORSCHE THEMED BEVERAGES, WINE TASTINGS,
AND INCREDIBLE IN-PORT EXPERIENCES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL PCA REGIONS.

MAKE SURE TO CHECK THE TREFFEN AT SEA WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR UPDATES. 
ITINERARY

SATURDAY, SEPT 19 | VANCOUVER
SUNDAY, SEPT 20 | AT SEA
MONDAY, SEPT 21 | AT SEA

TUESDAY, SEPT 22 | SAN FRANCISCO
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 23 | AT SEA

THURSDAY, SEPT 24 | SANTA BARBARA
FRIDAY, SEPT 25 | LOS ANGELES

 
WHY BOOK NOW?

BOOK NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE BEST AVAILABLE CABINS. EXCLUSIVE PCA
MEMBER RATES START AT $999 PER GUEST AND INCLUDE ALL THE BENEFITS OF

PRINCESS PLUS (WIFI, BEVERAGES, CREW APPRECIATION, AND MORE). 

TREFFEN AT SEA 2026 - PACIFIC WINE COUNTRY
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 TO FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 2026  EVENT TYPE: SOCIAL

https://pca.princesspartnerships.com/pcaanniversarycruise/home
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Your paragraph text

🏁 On February 7, 11 PCA members
from SONPCA — along with four
members from two other PCA regions
— gathered for a tour of the Brumos
Collection in Jacksonville, FL.  Friday
evening, February 6, the group
enjoyed an authentic Italian dinner at
Poppy’s Italiano restaurant to get
fueled up for our tour. 

Saturday morning , February 7
allowed for an engaging blend of
exploration, camaraderie, and shared
appreciation for automotive heritage.
Attendees had the chance to:

Take a guided walk through both
Forerunners and Frontrunners
galleries.
Discuss historical racing stories
and Brumos achievements with
fellow PCA members.

“BRUMOS COLLECTION TOUR
STORY BY ALAN HALL

Enjoy fellowship in a venue that celebrates both the engineering and cultural importance of the
automobile.

 
What Is The Brumos Collection?
The Brumos Collection is a 35,000-square-foot automotive museum dedicated to preserving and presenting
the history of automobile innovation and racing — particularly the heritage of the famed Brumos Racing team
and its Porsche lineage. Located at 5159 San Pablo Rd S, Jacksonville, FL 32224, the museum celebrates
both rare racing machines and the people who built, raced, and inspired them. 
The collection isn’t just a display of cars — it’s a curated journey through automotive progress, told through
immersive exhibits, interactive kiosks, and an extraordinary lineup of historic vehicles. 
 History & Significance

Origins: Brumos began as an automotive dealership and racing enterprise — most famously fielding
Porsche race cars that dominated American sports car racing for decades. 
Public Opening: Originally a private collection, the museum opened to the public in January 2020, offering
rare access to cars once stored away from view. 
Design: The museum building itself is inspired by a 1920s Ford assembly plant in Jacksonville — a fitting
homage to early automotive manufacturing. 
Interactive Elements: With digital kiosks and immersive exhibits, visitors can explore stories, specs,
photos, and engineering details for nearly every car on display. 

🚘 What We Saw
The Brumos Collection weaves together two complementary galleries:

🕰️ Forerunners
This section traces the evolution of automotive innovation from the late 19th century onward — with open-
cockpit racers and pioneering machines from iconic makers such as Peugeot, Miller, Duesenberg,
Offenhauser, and Bugatti. 
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Brumos Tourmodern racing

photography

Open cockpit
Luxury

classic racing

new and old
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🏆 Frontrunners
Celebrating Porsche and Brumos
Racing achievements, this gallery
highlights performance cars that
shaped motorsport history. Notable
examples include:

1939 Alfa Romeo 8C 2900B —
among the world’s most beautiful
pre-war sports cars. 
1967 Porsche 910, 1970 Porsche
908/3 Spyder, 1979 Porsche 935
— legendary racers tied to
Brumos’ competitive legacy. 
Steve McQueen’s 1970 Porsche
917K — famously featured in the
film Le Mans and a centerpiece of
the collection. 
Rare vintage cars like the Miller
Grand Prix racers, Peugeot
racers, and more. 

“BRUMOS COLLECTION TOUR
CONT.

STORY BY ALAN HALL

🧠 Why It Matters
What makes The Brumos Collection unique is how it connects technology, people, and culture — from
earliest automobile experimentation to motorsport legends that conquered Daytona, Sebring, and the
Nürburgring. It’s not just a static museum; it’s a narrative about innovation driven by passion and competition. 
For PCA members and automotive fans — particularly those with a love of Porsche and racing history — this
collection offers a rare chance to see vehicles that defined eras and shaped the sport. 
🚀 Plan Your Visit
While open to the public on select days, visitors are encouraged to reserve tickets in advance — especially
for group visits. The museum also offers accessibility features and interactive elements that make visits
enjoyable for enthusiasts of all ages. 
If you missed this tour but want to explore automotive history from the horseless carriage era to the golden
age of motorsport, The Brumos Collection should be on your must-visit list. 
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Cars have always been a part of my life. I grew up in a car-salesman culture where automobiles were part of
everyday conversation and family life. Over the years, that early exposure grew into a lifelong passion. In fact,
I’ve owned more than 45 cars, including Mustangs, two Corvettes, and several BMWs. For many years
Corvettes were my favorite—until the day I drove a Porsche. From that moment on, I was hooked.
That moment came during a father-and-son trip to the Porsche Experience Center in Atlanta to celebrate my
son Bryson’s high school graduation. Bryson participated in the Young Drivers Program, where he had the
chance to drive several Porsche models, while I took part in a Cayman comparison drive. Experiencing the
precision, balance, and engineering of the cars on the track was unforgettable. I instantly fell in love with the
brand.
I decided that day it was time to dip my feet into the Porsche waters. Since I had never owned one before, I
wanted something that would serve as a practical second “fun” car. I found the perfect one: a 2021 Porsche 718
Boxster S in Guards Red, purchased as a Certified Pre-Owned vehicle with just 8,200 miles.
My wife, Lee Anne, and my son Bryson have both become part of the journey. Lee Anne is a chemical engineer
with International Paper, and while she didn’t grow up as much of a car enthusiast, she has really come to
appreciate Porsche. Bryson, who is currently an aspiring nurse anesthetist, shares my love for cars and
performance machines.
We live in the Beulah area in the Nature Trail community, and since bringing home our 718, it has become
something of a weekly tradition for us to take it out every Saturday for a drive followed by lunch somewhere
along the way. We also enjoy traveling, discovering great restaurants, attending Fanatec GT races, and visiting
automobile museums.
One of our favorite drives so far has been top-down trips to Destin, which perfectly capture the joy of Porsche
ownership—sunshine, open road, and the sound of a flat-four engine behind you.
Professionally, I’m an architect and partner with Grace Design Studios, where creativity and design are central
to my work. It’s probably no surprise that I appreciate Porsche not only for its performance but also for its
design philosophy and attention to detail.
Like many enthusiasts, I already have my eye on future additions to the garage. My personal dream Porsche is a
911 Targa 4 GTS in Racing White—a car I admire every time I see one, although I’ve yet to spot that exact
configuration in person. Eventually, I’d also love to add a Macan for Lee Anne.
Since joining the Porsche Club, we’ve really enjoyed connecting with fellow enthusiasts and look forward to
participating in more rallies, drives, and showings in the future.
For our family, Porsche ownership isn’t just about the car—it’s about the experiences, the drives, and the
memories created along the way. And judging by how much we enjoy those Saturday drives, the journey is just
getting started.

NEW MEMBER FOCUS
LARRY ADAMS
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A beautiful weekend with an amazing array of cars—Amelia Werks did not disappoint! Ten
members of the Sonnenschein Region traveled to Fernandina Beach to take part in the
festival. Each morning kicked off with a layer of fog blanketing the seaside golf course where
the cars were parked for presentation, creating a truly picturesque setting.
During the PCA event on Friday, which featured the transaxle cars, more than 650 vehicles
were in attendance between the show field and the Porsche Corral, which was a show field of
its own. Dennis Gibson and I had the opportunity to volunteer as judges for the event. This role
gave us the chance to meet and greet the various owners as we interviewed them about their
Porsches during the inspection process. The consistency of pride and meticulous preparation
was apparent in each and every car. Hearing the history and stories behind them was
wonderful and made you feel connected to the members, no matter where they came from.
The second day involved attending the grand jewel of the weekend, the Concours d’Elegance.
The 250-plus vehicles on display were simply stunning—true works of art. Some were one-off
vehicles and others were remarkable survivors, but all were in stunning condition. As we
toured the grounds, we spent as much time talking to owners and other participants as we did
admiring the vehicles. The people make this event just as special as the cars. Everyone was
incredibly congenial and open to conversation, including the celebrities who were spotted
walking and chatting among the crowd.
A big thank you goes out to our fellow club member Cameron Leonard, who helped organize
Thursday and Friday evening dinners. The catered event on Friday was absolutely amazing,
featuring a local chef from Southern Charm who prepared a mouthwatering seafood feast that
had everyone leaving full and happy.

AMELIA WERKS
STORY BY DENNIS THOMAS
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Thank you! 

PALAFOX

IMPORTS

Recognizing our sponsoring
Porsche car service facilities who
help us maintain our vehicles in

top condition daily!
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Please join us for our 10th Anniversary concert benefiting Baldwin Humane Society at
Halstead Amphitheater. Gates open at 4:00, bring your coolers, chairs or blankets and

be prepared to have a great night!

Acts include Rollin in the Hay, Fly by Radio, and Ayers Bros. Band!

Where is it happening?
Halstead Amphitheater, 110 S School St, Fairhope, AL 36532, United States

When is it happening?
Sat, 25 Apr, 2026 at 04:00 pm

General Admission Tickets $50
www.events.humanitix.com 
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The event is planned on Saturday April 18th between 12:00PM – 3:00PM. The location is the Steelwood Country Club

in Loxley AL. Two driving tours are planned to Steelwood, one from the Winn Dixie Shopping Center in Pensacola

and the other from Bass Pro Shops in Spanish Fort. Our hosts, Walter and Beth Ruzic are looking forward to a fun

and relaxing day with everyone, especially our new members and those we haven't met in person yet. Steelwood is

providing covered patios and tables for serving and eating. There are also areas to sit and relax around the pool.

Ice is available, as well as restrooms right at the pavilion. The pavilion has pickleball, corn hole and ping pong on

site. It is recommended that everyone pack one or two camping/folding chairs and other fun games they want to

share at the picnic. Children and dogs on leashes are welcome

The meal plan for Saturday is for everyone to bring an entrée and then either a side or dessert. All food will be set

out at the pavilion to share with the group. Please bring your own beverages. There are no cooking facilities, but

power for warming trays is available. 

The Florida Tour will gather at the Winn Dixie Shopping Center at 50 South Blue Angel Parkway and Hwy 98 in

Pensacola at 10:30AM. Plan to depart at 11:00AM. Please be sure to check the Club Registration box for the Florida

Tour. The Bass Pro tour will gather at the Bass Pro Shops at 20000 Bass Pro Drive, Spanish Fort AL 36527 at

11:00AM. Plan to depart at 11:25AM. Please be sure to check the Club Registration box for the Bass Pro Tour.

The address for the pavilion at Steelwood is 33611 Trinity Wood Drive Loxley AL 36551. The Steelwood Country Club

is a gated community, so it is best to use Club Registration to make entrance to the location easy for everyone.

NEW MEMBER SOCIAL EVENT
PICNIC AT STEELEWOOD

https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/16997

https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/16997
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Aleen &
Winston Grow Daphne 2015 Boxster

Aidan Blois Gulf Breeze 2000 Boxster

Johanna
& John Campbell Gulf Breeze 2022 Macan

Abbey Hardeman Mobile Dealer
Representative

Herbert &
Brenna Williams Pensacola 2025 Macan GTS

 Boris &
Zorica Filipov Pensacola 2014 911 4S

Richard Smith Long Beach 2026 911 GTS

Kacey Davis Mobile 2026 Macan T

Vin Mutuc Pensacola 2017 Cayman
GTS

Scott Maliniemi Mobile 2018 Boxster

February 2026 Welcome Newest Members

Membership
Anniversaries

35 Years
Jack & Monica Rutherford
Tom Leavitt
Mark Leavitt

25 Years
Dennis Gibson

20 Years
Stephen & Amy Kimura
Albert & Theresa MacNaughton
Frank & Gloria Smith

15 Years
Jason & Elizabeth Smith
August Muller
Trevin Thurman
Stephen & Mary Esposito
Richard Brent
Mark Sprayberry

10 Years
Raj & Pam Tuli
Jeffrey Zimmer
Sean Yu
Robert Outlaw

5 Years
Janet Schnurr
Lincoln Scaife
Bryant Hogue
Dennis Thomas
Gerard Yanuzzi
William Doran
Jeffery Laubaugh
Kevin & Carrie Ann Dean
Susan Gibson
Johnathon Richter
Fred Miller
Marylin Marshall
Alvin Coby
Johnny Lau
Kathy Benson
Steve Blanshan
Chris & Lara Stafford
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Easy to find on the PCA Mart via this link

https://www.pcawebstore.org/regions/SON

https://www.pcawebstore.org/regions/SON
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Marktplatz
SONPCA Official Free Classified Ads

For sale: 1987 Porsche 951 with LS6 conversion. Professionally
built engine/conversion. Build sheets, Dyno & receipts available.

Never tracked/raced. Lowered, Turbo twist wheels, new tires,
front shocks, rotors & pads. A/C & instruments work as they

should. $30,000 John 228-617-6660

Restoring a Porsche 993? I may have what you need, wheels,
seats, rear spoiler, suspension parts, shifter, steering wheel,

shifter and more. Dennis @ 850-291-3223

Y O U R  A D  C A N  A P P E A R  I N  T H I S
S P A C E

Send it to vicepresident@son.pca.org

PLEASE NOTE: Marketplace ads are limited to 40 words and
will only run in three consecutive issues unless renewed.
Only Sonnenschein Region members can submit ads and
must provide First & Last Name, Telephone number, email

and city location. 
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 SONNENSCHEIN REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

MIRRORING THE PCA MISSION…SONPCA’S MAIN MISSION IS TO HEIGHTEN THE PORSCHE
OWNING AND DRIVING EXPERIENCES, WHICH WE ACCOMPLISH BY MEETING A NUMBER
OF OBJECTIVES:

TO PROMOTE THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF COURTESY AND SAFETY ON THE ROADS
TO ENJOY AND SHARE GOOD WILL AND FELLOWSHIP ENGENDERED BY OWNING A
PORSCHE
TO ESTABLISH MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH PORSCHE OWNERS,
AFFILIATES, DEALERS AND OUR SPONSORS Ï TO EXCHANGE IDEAS WITH OTHER
PORSCHE REGIONS AND ZONES

SONPCA LINKS
 SONNENSCHEIN PCA WEBSITE: HTTP://SON.PCA.ORG/

SONNENSCHEIN PCA FACEBOOK PAGE: HTTPS://
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/1514995305391456/

 OUR SONNENSCHEIN GROUP PAGE ON FACEBOOK IS VERY ACTIVE. FOR THE LATEST
BREAKING NEWS, PICS AND CONVERSATIONS, PLEASE VISIT THE GROUP PAGE OFTEN.

 BOARD MEETING MINUTES: HTTPS://SON.PCA.ORG/#XL_CLUBDOCS

SONNENSCHEIN PCA INSTAGRAM: PCA_SONNENSCHEIN_REGION

 PCA LINKS

ZONE 12 WEBSITE: HTTPS://ZONE12.PCA.ORG/ PCA WEBSITE: HTTPS://WWW.PCA.ORG/
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