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From the Prez . . .   

August 20, 2013 

Well, it has been a hot and wet summer here in the Sonnenschein Region.   

We had a real good turn-out for our autocross in May.  The rain held off until we had 

things all cleaned up.  Thanks to all that attended   

Mary and I went down to Sebring, Florida Memorial Day weekend for Zonefest and had a 

great time. We met PCA members from the other regions of  Zone 12 (Sonnenschein is in 

this zone).  There were people and cars from most of the other regions in Florida.   They 

had a number of activities - Concours, Rally and Autocross.  Mary and I ran the Rally until 

the ECU in my car died.  Lucky for having AAA who towed us back to the trailer and put 

the car to bed until we got back home.  

We had two club members go to Parade this year and I think we all had a great time.  

Next year Parade will be in California, so I hope we have a couple of people to attend.  If 

the Alaska region can get four or five cars to attend Parade in Traverse City, surely we can 

get a couple of cars from the Sonnenschein region to travel to California.  

We have our fall autocrosses coming up on September 14th and November 16th in 

Robertsdale, Alabama.  Email me at wflindenmuth@aol.com . 
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From the Prez . . .  Cont’d 

The first Saturday of October (the fifth) will be our Mississippi run, which will start at 

11:00 AM at the intersection of Ms. Hwy 614 & Ms. Hwy 63. David Wilson puts this on for 

the club and anyone else who would like to attend.  We will finish at a nice restaurant in 

Ocean Springs or Biloxi.  This is a good time and David takes use on some great back 

roads. 

One of our newer members, Steve Pearce, and I are going to work on a Poker Run/Rally 

later on this fall.  It will follow some nice roads in northern Baldwin County, Alabama.  

The Club is also looking to fill a few spots on the board of directors:  Vice President and a  

Social Chairman for each state (Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi).  With so many  new 

forms of communication, we can meet in various locations.   

One thing that we really need is for members to submit articles to Bonni Parker 

(sonpca@att.net) our newsletter editor.  Anything that you have done with your car -  a 

short write-up is not that difficult and would help keep the newsletter going.   

 

Wally Lindenmuth 
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Blasts From Our Past . . . 
 

Porsche Parade Traverse City, Michigan 
June 23 thru June 29, 2013 by Wally Lindenmuth 
 

Mary and I were looking forward to Parade this year, hoping to get out of the hot 

weather we were having in Florida.  We left Friday June 21st at around 3 PM on our trip to 

Michigan.  Mary attended a seminar that Friday or we would have left sooner.  I drove 

the motorhome and trailer until about 11 PM and we stopped at the first rest area in 

Kentucky. There are no rest areas in Tennessee north of Nashville. I slept until around 4 

AM and then got back on the road.  I got a little lost in Indy and we ended up following 

the GPS through northern Indiana until we got to Michigan. It was all two lane roads and 

farm country.  We thought about stopping somewhere for the night but I kept driving and 

before I knew it we pulled into Traverse City State Park where we were going to spend 

the week.  I didn’t think we were going to make it on Saturday and had canceled our 

reservation, but they found a spot for us to park the motorhome.  

We slept in a little on Sunday and then made it up to Parade headquarters at the Grand 

Traverse Resort.  Sunday was registration and it took a while to get checked in for 

everything we had signed up for. Porsches were everywhere – I think the entries were 

just under 900.  If you guessed the long distance was from Alaska, you guessed right.  This 

time Mike brought a few more cars with him.  

Sunday at 6 PM was the welcome Party which was held outside on the grass in front of 

the pro shop on the golf course. The theme of the dinner was a Hawaiin Luau. We had a 

wonderful roast pig dinner.  Mary and I sat with Pete and Pasty as well as our friends 

from Wichita.  

Monday was the Concours d’ Elegance, which was held on the golf course.  It was great 

with some very wonderful cars.  Monday night we went to the Zone 12 party on the top 

floor of the hotel.  The view was great.   I also took advantage of the Michelin Drive and 

Compare which was held in a casino parking lot.  I got to drive a 997 Cab with a PDK and 

when I was done I said, “I have to save my money and get one of those cars.” 
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Tuesday Mary and I had signed up for the TSD Rally which was to be around 100 miles 

long.  It started at the Hotel with our very own Pete & Pasty Mellin occupying the first car 

out.  The Rally took us through some very nice county with lots of grapes and cherry 

trees.  Mary and I did well on the first check point and were only a few seconds late.  That 

doesn’t say much for the second check point – we, along with a lot of other cars, got lost. 

We did use a GPS to find the road we needed to find and turn onto.  As I said the rally 

was to be around 100 miles long we ended traveling around 100 miles to find the last 

check point which we finally found.  We finished 37 in the unequipped class.  The 

weather was great and the back roads were fun.   

Parade offered plenty of tours that you could take.  Tuesday was Mackinac Bridge and 

another was Sleeping Bear Dunes.  Tuesday night was the Concours Banquet which we 

didn’t attend.  Mary and I went to downtown Traverse City to the old town section which 

had nice places to eat.  Mary and I had lunch at a hot dog shop which had over 25 

different hot dogs.  We found a very nice place that had a court yard where we sat 

outside and had a wonderful dinner of soup, salad and local cheeses and bread. It was 

great.  

Wednesday came early since I was to work the Autocross and I had to be there by 6:30 

AM.  I found Beach Bums Ball Park and helped with setting up the course and working a 

couple different corners.  There were more tours for those who signed up.  Wednesday 

night was the rally awards dinner which we went to.  We didn’t get a trophy for a 37th  

place finish, but were glad we went. The food was great and we sat with friends from 

Wichita – they had done better on the Rally than Mary and I, but it was a fun night.  

Thursday they had more tours, Gimmick Rally and the second day of the Autocross which 

I was entered in one of the afternoon classes.  Our friend from Wichita won both their 

classes with their 996.  I finished third in my class which I guess was not too bad.   A 

number of the Porsche families were out there giving it a run for their money.  Peter was 

driving a new Cayman S and was showing what it could do.  We finished up the Autocross 

and got back to the campground and went to the president’s reception at a nice marina 

on the other side of town. 

Friday Mary and I went on Leelanau Peninsula tour which was great.  We got to see the 

Sleeping Bear Dunes as well as the state park and had a very nice lunch in a nice little 

town on the lake. The restaurant was overlooking a marina and they had a lot of nice 
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shops to check out.  We took the long way back and stopped at one of the wine tasting 

rooms in the area and ended up buying a few bottles of wine after tasting a number of 

the local vintages.  Friday night was the Autocross Awards and even though I was not 

going to get a trophy, it was fun.  I did get to pick up the second place award for our 

Website.  It was a pleasure to pick it up for Keith.  We had taken first place last year in the 

smaller regions but we were second in the over 200 member regions this year.  

Mary and I got back to the motorhome and got the car loaded in the trailer.  I had signed 

up for the DE at Grattan Raceway in Belding, MI.  We had to leave very early to get to the 

track which was about two hours south of Traverse City.  It was a job getting the 

motorhome and trailer out of the campground.  The roads in the park were just one lane 

wide and the campground was full of cars and pickups sticking out in the road.  I was glad 

I was able to get the motorhome and trailer out of the campground on to the public 

roads. 

We made it to Grattan just in time for the drivers meeting and to get the car inspected.  

The track was interesting with a number of blind corners and uphill sections.  I was a little 

slow in the first session.  Since I had only taken a few laps on the computer it was not the 

same as on the track.  I got a ride with a local in a twin turbo 996 which was a thrill and it 

helped me learn the line on the track.  I had to use my street tires since I had corded my 

track tires in the autocross.  It was a fun day and they had a wonderful roast pig dinner at 

the end of the day. 

Mary and I took off and found a campground a few miles south of the track and we spent 

the night there.  Next night we stayed in Nashville Tennnessee and were back home by 

about three Monday afternoon.  It was a good trip.  The Traverse City area was wonderful 

and I am glad we went. Next year Parade will be in California.  
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Porsche Parade 2013, Traverse City – by Pete Mellin 

 

The Porsche Parade was a great time! We took 3 days each way to make the 1200-mile 

trip, and that made it very comfortable, even in an old 911. The second night going north 

we stopped just north of Ft. Wayne in Auburn, IN. We noticed some small signs pointing 

to an Auburn-Cord museum, but it was closed and we forgot about it. At the parade we 

ran into one of the museum directors who explained it houses Auburns, Cords and 

Dusenbergs, and also sponsors a 100+ car parade each year. So if you are in the area, it 

sounds like a place worth visiting. Our new friend had parade pictures and it was amazing 

to see how grand and ornate those cars were. Much like the collections I saw at Amelia 

Island last March. 

Traverse City made a great parade location, except many of the roads are really rough. 

We took several driving tours, and all were beautiful. One tour was to Sleeping Bear 

Dunes National Park on Lake Michigan (see photo), which boasts 450-foot dunes that go 

straight up from the beach. We were  surprised by how clear the lake water is. The colors 

were like the Gulf - light blue, aqua, and darker shades of blue as the water depth 

changed. Very pretty. One tour took us up to Mackinac Island (no motorized vehicles 

allowed here!) and we spent a delightful day bicycling all over the island looking at 

gorgeous old Victorian homes and dining at the Grand Hotel (see photo). A circumference 

road along the shoreline was about 8 miles long and was beautiful the entire length. The 

gimmick rally took us all over Mission Peninsula past cherry orchards, wine vineyards and 

a lighthouse, and along beautiful waterfront properties in search of 30 photographed 

items. 

The concours was set up on the golf course with lots of really beautiful  cars. At Monday's 

welcome banquet, they introduced the 50th anniversary 911, shown here. I think it has 

the wider rear end of a 4S, and the X51 Powerkit, and looked pretty good. This color is 

Geyser Gray Metallic (light pewter). Not sure when it goes on sale, but you can bet a 

special car like this will also carry a special price! 

My performance highlight was the Michelin Drive and Compare. Michelin leased two 

991S PDK cabs, set up a short A-X, and turned us loose for two runs. No cost, all you had 

to do was sign up. In two words, the handling and performance of that car was 

unbelievably good. The PDK was almost scary in that it always knew what gear to be in, 
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whether upshifting or downshifting. The instructor set everything on track / sport plus, so 

the car was really taut. The steering was more precise than my 964 (electric-assisted 

steering is fine), and the car response to steering inputs was eye-watering. All the driver 

aids were on, so the whole time through the autocross the tires were howling, yet I never 

felt nearly out of control, unlike I do in my car when the tires howl. And the 400 

horsepower... Now I know what it feels like to drive a 400-hp go-kart. If the car were to 

be used more for the track, I'd get PDK; but for my use, the 7-speed manual is the way to 

go. 

It was a very busy 6 days (Sunday through Friday) and we departed Saturday morning, so 

we had to miss the Saturday afternoon Parade of Porsches. These Parades are kind of like 

summer camp in that about three things are going on all the time. Registration was really 

good this year because when you signed up for an event, it told you all the other events 

that were in conflict. Next year's Parade is in Monterey, CA, and then in French Lick, IN 

for 2015. I think that's in southern Indiana, and there must be good stuff there because 

PCA usually does a good job of picking parade locations.  
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Top:  Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park.  Bottom:  Concours. 
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Life with PDK – by Roger Gilmore 

So I’ve recently traded in my 911 (a 996 model) and got a new 2013 Boxster S (981) with 

the PDK transmission. I’ve had a number of sports cars through my life, and the Boxster is 

my 4th Porsche and second new one.  My previous Porsches, in order of purchase, have 

been a new 1981 924 Turbo (bought when I was young, unmarried, and willing to go 

deeply in debt!), a 928S (used), the 996 (used), and now the 981S.  I’m 6’4” and the 

Boxster being mid-engined, I was previously never able to fit into one.  But Porsche has 

extended the wheelbase on the new model and that translates into more interior 

legroom, a bit more than my 996 in fact. The car itself can be succinctly summed up in 3 

words:  Intuitive. Holistic. Symbiotic. 

But this is about the PDK.  I should note that ALL of my previous sports cars have had 

manual transmissions, and many of our “family” cars also.  And I should also note that I 

drove the 981 with the 6-speed manual, which is a honey of a unit.  But in my humble 

opinion the PDK is the better transmission. 

Some basic background on the PDK:  It’s a 7-speed, dual clutch, automated manual 

transmission (PDK: “Porsche Doppelkupplung”).  There is no torque converter (thus it’s 

not an automatic and therefore NOT similar to the Tiptronic), and there’s no clutch pedal 

as the dual clutch technology deletes that “anachronism”.  It can be driven in full 

automatic mode, or it can be shifted manually, either from the stick or from the steering 

wheel.  Also, if in full automatic mode, you can shift it manually from the steering wheel 

only; it will revert back to full auto after about 6 seconds if no manual shift is done.  It has 

2 main driving modes that can be selected: Normal and Sport (and also “Sport Plus” if you 

have the Sport Chrono option).  It also has an “unofficial” third mode, which I call 

“pseudo-Eco” mode:  It has an auto-stop feature for the engine that activates when you 

come to a full stop and the engine then starts up when you release the brake; it also has a 

“coast” mode that decouples the engine and transmission when you’re at speed and take 

your foot off the gas under certain conditions, this allows the engine to just idle.  A switch 

on the console, just like the “Sport” mode switch, can turn off this feature. 

On to the driving!  I had just gotten it through its 2000-mile break in period in time for the 

Club’s Autocross this past May.  The Boxster is sublime and the Autocross was an 

absolute blast, although not a comprehensive trial for the PDK as I never got it out of 
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second gear. Next up was my very first DE, at Barber Motorsports Park over Father’s Day 

weekend.  (I’d been up to Barber a number of times in the past for the Grand-Am/IndyCar 

races and it’s a truly great track.)  What an amazing experience and the most fun I’ve had 

in 2 days in, well, forever!  The performance of the PDK was jaw dropping:  Approach a 

tight left-hander (like turn 5 at Barber which is a hairpin, slightly downhill, after a short 

straight) in 5th and in Sport mode and you can almost visualize the PDK’s logic circuits 

buzzing away:   

“Speed?, Check. RPM?, Check.  Steering angle?, Check.  Throttle position?, Check.  Brake 

force?, Check.  Accelerometers…Deceleration?, Check; Lateral?, Check.  Sport driving 

mode?, Check.  Sun and moon azimuths for gravitational influences?, Check.  (Well, that 

last one is a tad erroneous, but it sure seems like it’s taken into account!)  OK!  Let’s 

proceed with a 5th to 2nd downshift to keep engine RPM at approximately 4500 for peak 

torque.  Oh, and let’s do that in 450 milliseconds with appropriate engine RPM-matching 

between shifts.”  

Boom, Boom, Boom:  Viola, it all happens and you’re left wondering “what the heck...??”. 

From a driving point of view, the overall shifting experience is quite a bit different than a 

manual transmission.  Shifts, either up or down, happen FAST and the clutch engages 

with lightening speed.  When driving in a “spirited’ manner in Sport mode the shifts come 

fast and furious.  It’s all very engaging and tremendous fun. 

But less driver involvement, you say?  If you’re set on heel/toe shifting, why not turn the 

clock back further….how about non-synchromesh for those wonderful double-clutch 

shifts.  Or, better yet, how about the ol’ manual spark advance?  Now there’s some driver 

involvement for you!  Obviously I’m not being serious, but if you do want more 

involvement with the PDK simply place it in full manual mode and you can control your 

own shifts.  But chances are you won’t do it any better or quicker than when it’s in full 

automatic. 

I must admit (somewhat sheepishly), that when I’m commuting to work in downtown 

Pensacola, I do enjoy NOT having to work the clutch pedal every 20 seconds between 

traffic lights.  And that makes the PDK an almost perfect blend of driving experiences:  It 

can work as an invisible automatic when you’re just dawdling around town, or, in an 

instant, it can turn that flat-six into a wonderful screaming banshee when you want to 
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put the hammer down.  Occasionally, my left foot still sends some impulses up with an 

attempt to reach my brain.  Are these acknowledged?.....Nah!! 

There’s a reason Porsche is offering the new 2014 GT3 with PDK only (although there has 

been plenty of contention about this!):  Performance, pure and simple.  From Andreas 

Preuninger, the man responsible for Porsche's GT cars:  "The manual-versus-PDK 

argument was the most discussed point [during development], and we only made the 

decision to go with the PDK last August (2012). This is genuinely the first time a paddle 

gearbox is satisfying to me. PDK takes away the clutch, which is the interface between 

man and machine. I admit that. But it gives back more. Every shift of the manual-

transmission car loses almost a half car-length [on acceleration]. That means after three 

shifts, the PDK GT3 can pass a manual GT3 and pull safely in front of it." 

When all is said and done, it really comes down to what YOUR preference is.  Both are 

great transmissions.  The only way to tell is to get out…and Drive! 
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COMPARISON OF PDK AND 7-SPEED MANUAL WITH NOTED SHARED COMPONENTS. 
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Upcoming Events . . .  

 

Trackside . . . all events for the track are accessible through 

www.clubregistration.net unless otherwise indicated. 

 

2013 Alabama Region PCA events at Barber Motorsports Park:  
December 14th and 15th ... registration opens November 8th @ 12:00 noon central. 

2013 Mardi Gras Region PCA events at NOLA Motorsports:  

October 4, 5, 6  . . . Cost is $190 for one day, $300 for two days, or $450 for three.  Best 

deal around!  Please contact:  jlcrosby@crosbydevelopment.com / 504.909.2767 

November 30th and December 1st … Event details coming soon. 

 

2013 Peachstate Region PCA events at Road Atlanta: 
October 26th and 27th … details:  DE-Events@peachstatepca.org  

 

2013 Sonnenschein Region Autocross Schedule: 
September 14th, November 16th 

Where:  22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale, Alabama. 

When:  Registration is from 7:00-9:00AM, course walk begins promptly at 9:00AM.  

Drivers meeting (mandatory) is at 9:30AM. 

Cost:  $25.00 for PCA members, $35.00 for non-members.  Please pre-register by mailing 

a check or money order, made out to Sonnenschein Porsche Club, to:  Wally Lindenmuth, 

2160 Old Chemstrand Road, Cantonment, FL   32533. 

Details / Questions:  Please call Wally at 251-979-1830 or email him at 

wflindenmuth@aol.com  

 

http://www.clubregistration.net/
mailto:jlcrosby@crosbydevelopment.com
mailto:DE-Events@peachstatepca.org
mailto:wflindenmuth@aol.com
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Welcome New Members!!! 

 

Dennis Collins ~ White 2013 Boxster 

Christopher Crawford ~ White 2000 Boxster 

Jason Darley ~ White 2008 Cayman S 

Teresa Hart ~ Silver 2001 Boxster S 

William Stuart ~ White 2001 Boxster 

 

***Wow . . . that’s a lot of Boxsters!   
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Tid Bits . . . 

 

If you ever need anything – anything at all Porsche – please 

consider our very busy tech director, below; you will not be 

sorry.   

 

 

And if you are looking for that “new Porsche smell”, please do 

consider: 

 

 

 

 

 

***Editor’s note:  I really hope you like your newsletter!  Submit your photos, ideas, and newsworthy articles to 

sonpca@att.net .  “Cogito, ergo ZOOM!”  (“I think, therefore, I go FAST!”). 
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