
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destin Car Show, September 11, 2011    by Various 

Pete Mellin Says: 

The 2010 show was held 

as advertised in the flyers 

- a nice location at the 

Grand Boulevard in 

Sandestin and a good 

selection of cars. I would 

estimate 60 cars were 

entered, and half seemed 

to be Porsches; from a 

brown 356 (I'd never seen 

that color before but the 

owner assured me it was 

original.) through two Carrera GTs (silver and black) to a nice-

looking 997. On the non-Porsche side, we had everything 

from street rods to the latest Lamborghini. Even saw a 1940s-

ish coupe that was dark mint green. Pretty good color, truth 

be told. The Ferrari entries showed how wide those cars are, 

and that they had what I'm pretty sure was a muffler inside 

the engine compartment at the rear. A fella can see all kinds 

of things at a car show.  It was hosted by the PCA North 

Florida Region (Tallahassee-centered) and was well-done. A handful of their members attended, with 

Porsches, so I had the chance to catch up on old friendships and make some new ones. It is very helpful to 

wear nametags at these types of events - makes it easier for all of us to keep track of names, especially those 

we hope to see again. I saw some Sonnenschein board members wandering among the cars, and we even had 

one or two of our cars entered in the show.  
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There was plenty of in-close parking for those not in the show, and the crowds were not overwhelming. Nice-

looking car show t-shirts could be had for a $15 donation - good shirt, good cause. Overall a worthwhile show 

and I would certainly go back. (Photos courtesy of BMW Club of Pensacola) 

Gerald Adcox says:  (in an email to the editor) 

1983 Porsche sc cabriolet.  Over 100 cars attended the 
show with great representation from the Destin area.  
25 Porsches from new Cayennes to 356 , three Carrera 
GTs. Proceeds went to Sacred Heart hospital on the 
Emerald Coast. Only two cars from Sonnenschein 
region!!!  
 

Mark E. Mattheiss says: 

There’s nothing like spending time with your children.  

There’s nothing like spending time with your Porsche.  

Now if there were only a way for the two worlds to join.  

Well, my son and daughter, Brody and Tabitha, have 

been around cars their entire life, granted they are only 

4 and 6, but I digress.  Every chance we get we go to 

some sort of motorsports event, car show, autocross, 

drag races, Monster trucks, changing oil, you name it, 

my kids have either been there, watched it on TV, or are waiting to go soon.   

This month’s car and kid adventure was the Destin Charity Car Show.  I had planned to attend this event for 

months.  I had taken the wheels off my car, cleaned the fender liners and wells, waxed the wheels, and finally 

broke down and replaced my center cap that was missing its crest.  The day drew closer and my schedule got 

busier.  How could this be, something I actually planned to participate in was getting shuffled aside?  As it 

turned out my father who usually travels with me and Brody, making it three generations of Mattheiss 

Engineering car enthusiasts, was unable to attend, so I hesitated to even attend. 

Saturday rolls around, I am still indecisive.  Finally after procrastinating long enough I get the car seat grab 

Brody and a few Porsche Hot Wheels for the 1 hour trip.  A little background; my Porsche isn’t new, isn’t 

restored, but it is my Porsche after all so like any good owner, I keep it in the garage, under a fitted cover, with 

all items within a 3 foot radius secured with hooks, bungee cords or at least balanced precariously against a 

pint-sized battery car or training wheel-equipped bicycle as to not cause any damage.  I also try to only drive it 

on nice sunny days when the weather is just right, not too hot, not too cold, not too humid, and definitely not 

RAINY.  I may have exaggerated a little but I do make every effort to keep it out of the rain.  So, what should 

happen 5 minutes down the road?  Well, the sky didn’t just darken, actually I don’t know if it darkened, I 

couldn’t see through all the RAIN falling down to know if the sky was dark, light or falling.  I could have turned 

around, but figured I’ve already gotten the car wet; I might as well forge ahead.  It stopped raining, well, for 

the next 20 miles, and sure enough it poured on us again and just as quickly, it stopped.  Now as we passed 

through Holt and onto Crestview it was clear and sunny with dry roads.   



Brody asked how fast we were going.  He asked what this gauge is, what those numbers mean, and what that 

light was.  After identifying pretty much every indicator and dial on the cluster he seemed content.  Well, until 

he realized that speeding up would make the numbers change and the tach go higher.  He wanted to see the 

tach go to 3, then 4, then, well, and then we needed to slow down.  We did blow the car dry in the process so 

it worked to my advantage anyway.  Great, from what I could tell, it still looked clean.  We exited in Crestview, 

and as it always does in Crestview at one time of day or another, it rained.  It rained so much the tire ruts in 

the road were full of water.  The Porsche powered through unscathed, I am sure the 5 coats of wax didn’t 

hurt. It quickly stopped and we sped along drying the car again.  Brody wanted to see the tach go to 7; I 

thought the Crestview police might mind, so we just dried the car on low, or 3 according to the tach. 

Once we finally arrived in Destin we drove to the local Porsche dealer looking for the car show.  I mean, why 

wouldn’t one stop at the dealer, it seemed natural to me and Brody?  We pulled in the dealership, wheeling 

past the covered parking into the spot right in the front middle, like your car is new all over again.  The dealer 

was closed, it’s not like they’re going to tell me to move, besides they’re all at the car show anyway.  We get 

out and look around.  Brody wants to drive our car through the car wash.  We migrate to the showroom 

window.  Its dark, it’s empty.  I can barely make out the display cases across the room.  Brody points out the 

two Porsches inside.  I look closer.  He points, he keeps staring.  I am staring harder wondering what he is 

talking about.  Then, way across the dark showroom, through the tinted glass I see deep in the display case are 

two Porsche die-cast models.  I didn’t point them out, I didn’t even mention they might have some toys, but as 

sure as it rains in Crestview, my son can find a car he 

likes in any situation.  He could stare at them for 

hours. 

We get back in the car and head to the car show.  By 

now its half way through the day, our car is a little 

dirty, and some of us are getting hungry.  We find a 

place to park but decide against joining the show.  We 

get out and walk around as Brody starts rattling off car 

names better than most adults.  I haven’t worked hard 

at coaching him on car names, it just takes once and 

he’s got it.  He recognizes some Porsches like ours; he points out some Lamborghinis, and even recognizes the 

Ford GT.  A Mustang cranks up in the distance, he knows the sound.  We walk through the entire line-up of 

cars and end up running into Wally.  He and Mary have been here all day taking in the sites, the sounds, and 

the aura of all these cars.  They don’t look bored, they don’t look tired, they look like every other car fanatic 

does, excited, interested. 

Brody and I leave, a little dehydrated, a little hungry, and tired, but we had fun.  We were able to drive a fun 

car, see other nice cars, and talk with other people interested in the same stuff.  So next time you read or hear 

about a car show, get in your car and go.  It doesn’t have to be Monterey or Hershey, it could be the local 

charity car show at a park, a church, or even a school, and it could even be the local cruising night at the local 

Sonic or Burger King.  This is what a car is all about, driving it, sharing the experience with your children, your 

spouse, or your friends; you might just see me and Brody there.   (Photo courtesy of BMW Club of Pensacola) 



Mississippi Run- October 2, 2010 by Lindy Kirkpatrick 

On a beautiful Saturday in early October 10 Porsches met at a gas station somewhere in Mississippi.  We 

traversed the lovely countryside for 48 miles and ended up in 

Ocean Springs 

(The huge Cruisin 

the Coast car 

show was just 

getting started in 

Ocean Springs 

and there was a 

festive 

atmosphere—days later the entire town would be one of 4 

settings for a most 

spectacular show of 

rolling automobilia of 

past generations).  We 

ate and imbibed in a 

lovely setting at Al Frescos Restaurant (the rather sporting waitress 

seemed to enjoy telling David a hearty “no” to his every request- she 

said it was a smile each time and made amends with a quick massage of 

his neck to ease the tension she caused by her several refusals- needless 

to say she got a spectacular tip).  We had a truly enjoyable lunch 

catching up with our Mississippi brethren who don’t get to all the 

events on the eastern side of our region.  Many thanks to David Wilson 

and Gloria for planning this delightful day. 

Members did other things:  various dates 

Porsche Parade July 1-9, 2010 by Wally Lindenmuth 

On July 1, 2010, Mary Davis and I headed north to St Charles IL to attend the 2010 Porsche Parade which was 

being held at the Pheasant Run Resort outside of Chicago.  MapQuest said it was almost 1000 miles from my 

house to the Fairfield Inn where we were going to stay. 

The first day we made it to southern Indiana after picking up a nail in one of my trailer tires and having to have 

it replaced just South of Nashville.  We got up and on the road Friday morning and it was cool which we hoped 

it would be the rest of the week, no such luck.  We made it into St Charles and checked into the hotel and 

unloaded the car.  I called some friends from Wichita and we met them for a late lunch.   



Parade Registration started early on Saturday morning July 3 so after a 

nice breakfast Mary and I headed to the Pheasant 

Run Resort to register for Parade.  It didn’t take 

too long, except to get our tickets and seat 

placement for the Victory Banquet on the last 

night of Parade.  For those that have never 

attended a Parade you can sign up for as many of 

the evening meals as you want.  Mary and I did the 

Concourse Box Lunch, Autocross, and Victory 

Banquets.  There are always speakers at the 

Banquets and are normally a lot of fun.  You also get 

to meet different PCA Members from around North 

America. We had lunch with four folks from Canada. 

Saturday after registration we went over to the Concourse Prep area where people were getting 

their cars ready for the concourse the next day. We attended the welcome party which was held in an aircraft 

hangar at the Dupage Airport just south of the resort.  It was very nice with Porsches on display with a number 

of old aircraft including a P-51.  They provided buses to carry us from the resort to the aircraft hanger party.  

Mary and I hooked up with Lee Quave and his wife from Biloxi and members of Sonnenschein region, this was 

their third Parade.  Lee and I had emailed before leaving for St Charles and were able to call each other and 

find out where we were.  There were also two couples from the Wichita Region who we got together with at 

different times.     

Mary and I had volunteered to work Concourse parking 

on Sunday Morning.  We got up early and were some of 

the first volunteers to work parking at the concourse 

which started at 5 AM and we finally got done around 

9:30 AM.  This gave us a chance to see all the cars that 

were entered in the concourse when they drove in.  

Some of them even had covers over their tires so they 

would not get them dirty.  It was just a short distance 

from the Prep area to the golf course where the cars 

were displayed.  When Mary and I were relieved we 

headed in to cool off and get something to drink.  Since 

we had seen all the cars on the way into the concourse we felt we didn’t need to go in and see them again.  

Sunday afternoon Mary and I went to the Autocross Chalk Talk seminar which was very informative.  With the 

leaders providing a lot of good information, some of the basic’s are walk the course, walk the course, and walk 

the course which we did on Monday.  Mary and I went out on Monday afternoon when they had the course 

walk at the Sears Center and I studied the course and walked it twice.  Mary and I had volunteered to be 

corner workers at the autocross on Tuesday.  This also helped me learn the course.  We got to work corner 

one with the perennial long distance winner to parade, he is from Anchorage AK.  The Autocross started early 



on Tuesday and Mary and I were there early to help set up corner stations and get things ready to go.  We 

worked all day after a short break for lunch.  It was very beneficial to me to be able to study the course and 

not get lost as did a number of different entries.  Monday night was the Concourse Banquet which Mary and I 

did not attend.  We went back after a nice dinner and went to bed early. 

Wednesday dawned early where some people took the tour 

up to Road America which we heard was a lot of fun.  It 

rained on the way up there and the track was wet but they 

allowed cars to make laps around the track.   I was entered 

in the second day of Autocross in the last run group of the 

day.  Wednesday afternoon was the faster car’s entered 

mine not being one of them.  The top time of the event was 

a 51.062 turned in by a 914-6 which has been the top time 

for the last 5 Parades. (This car is for sale $48,000) I finished 

third in my class.  We finished up at the autocross and 

headed back to the hotel to take a shower.  We met friends 

from Wichita for dinner after they got back from Road America.  There was no formal dinner scheduled.  

Thursday dawned early since we had to have our cars inspected for the DE I had entered Friday at Autobahn 

County Club Raceway which is located about an hour south of St Charles. The inspector for the autocross was 

not happy with the attachment of my seat belts, so Thursday morning was spent redoing the seatbelt attach 

points in my car.  They had an inspection for the DE Thursday afternoon at Pheasant Run and after the rework 

I passed with no problems.  Thursday night was the Autocross Banquet and they passed out all the awards.  

They had all the class winners displayed in the building so you get a good close look at them.  I didn’t win 

anything but some friends from Wichita did get some trophies.  The banquet did not get over till almost 11PM 

so it was back to the hotel for another short night and the DE on Friday.  

I had loaded the car in the trailer the afternoon before and bought extra ice for the coolers.  Mary and I left 

the hotel before 6 AM since we were to be at the DE sight around 7AM and it was about a 45 mile trip.  Thank 

goodness for GPS.  We arrived at Autobahn Country Club and signed in; this track facility is near Chicago Land 

Speedway which was having the NACAR races there the same weekend.  Both Lee and I ran the DE and the 

track is very interesting.  They can run either the north or south course.  The DE was held on the south course 

which was a 2.1 mile lap.  I found the course a challenge 

and if you didn’t make your corner apexes correct your 

speed can put you off course. (Which I found out)  They 

were giving demo rides in the new Boxster Spider and it 

is a very quick car.  The course has a couple long 

straights which allowed me to get my car into fourth 

gear.   

I loaded the car back in the trailer and back to the hotel 

to get cleaned up and ready for the Victory Banquet on 

Friday night. The food was very good and the talks were 



very informative. 

For a PCA member who has not been to Parade before there is plenty to do, in fact you have to pick what you 

want to do since there are some many different things to participate in.  

Next year’s Parade will be in Historic Savanna Georgia, the date is July 31 thru Aug. 6.  Block those dates out 

on your calendar for next year so we can have a big turn out since it will be only 525 miles away.        

    

Are modern Porsches too good to be fun? 

OR 

 (Boxstoberfest, 2010; a harbinger of things to come?)   By David Kirkpatrick 

[As with any articles under my byline, the opinions expressed are my own as a member of Sonnenschein, and 

are not reflective of the Sonnenschein publication, Zeitschrift] 

Lindy and I experienced Boxstoberfest 2010 in Fredericksburg, TX again this year.  It was a mere shadow of its 

once glorious self.  Apparently the powers at PCA found 

that people were simply having too much fun in the hills of 

Texas and vowed that should never happen again.  The 

result was that our leaders on tours through the 

countryside were ordered to stay EXACTLY at the speed 

limit according to their speedometers.  Of course we all 

know that Porsche exaggerates the speed on their meters 

by 2 to 3 miles per hour.  

 So in our group we had a column of 17 high performance 

Porsches driving down the boulevard at exactly 63 MPH 

while Texas pickup trucks full of hay passed us.  I am so 

thankful this event took place on a Saturday and we were 

spared the indignity of bus loads of elementary school 

children passing us on the way to their 3rd grade classes.  

Boxstoberfest 2010 was homogenized, pasteurized, and hermetically sealed against the germs of fun and the 

viruses of adventure. The “spirit” of Boxstoberfest has died an ignoble death.  Given the tremendous efforts 

and good works that dedicated Porsche lovers put forth for this event and the most excellent results in the 

non-driving portions of Boxstoberfest 2010, that is indeed very sad. 



The non driving parts of Boxstoberfest were their expected good fun and good friends doing fun things.  The 

food was great- the brews exceptional – the people the best.  On day two of the event many of us toured the 

Texas White House of LBJ.  The countryside and ranch were super, but the manor house was not as grand as 

one would expect for the POTUS.    

As the 2010 Boxstoberfest got demoted from an exceptional and noteworthy road event in the Hill Country of 

Texas to just another sightseeing cruise, I got to thinking; have modern Porsches simply gotten too good to be 

fun?  To experience the real feeling and thrill of driving a modern Porsche, one needs to get well into the triple 

digits.  Anything less is a trip to the grocery store for eggs and milk.  In order to get the “wow factor” in driving 

a modern Porsche, you need to drive so far out of the envelope of posted limits that you may become a 

hazard to other traffic.  Is there a solution?  I think there may be. 

Go vintage!  Get out there and search Google, eBay, Craig’s List or some other search service and find and buy 

a 1980 or older Porsche.  Take that car on a nice curvy road and maybe even add a bit of rain or sand to the 

equation and you can have all the fun you can stand at the posted speed limit.  Your Porsche will lack PASM 

(Porsche Active Suspension Management); PSM (Porsche Stability Management) and even ABS (antilock 

braking system).  You will have no Sports Chrono Package Plus with a “sports button” on the console.  With 

none of this the alphabet soup available to you, you will have no recourse but to actually drive your Porsche.  

You will have a nice moderately powerful engine in the back and some skinny rubber under you. That is 

everything you need for a real driving experience at 55 or 60 mph on a select curvy road.  So maybe the 

solution to not being allowed to drive fast in a modern Porsche is to drive “slow” in a vintage Porsche.  We 

might be able to get back the driving experience of years gone by:  the car, the road, the driver, the extreme 

driving pleasure of Porsche- and all at moderate speeds that even the grandmothers at PCA would approve of.   

Admittedly, it is but one data point, but at last year’s Boxstoberfest 2009, Lindy and I followed a vintage “Euro 

79” through the curves and bumps of what is the Texas Hill Country.  Lindy and I discussed at the time that as 

this was our very first Porsche driving event,  we would “let Mikey try it” (like the old cereal commercial of a 

few years back where the youngest kid had to sample the cereal before his older siblings would give it a taste).  

We took the position that regardless of driver skill levels, our modern Boxster S could do anything the Euro 

could do.  If he negotiated a particular curve at a particular speed, we knew without a doubt we could do the 

same very safely regardless of my lack of skill as a driver. Our Boxster S would simply be too good a Porsche to 



do less even in my clumsy hands.  Our hypothesis turned out to be right on the money.  When later discussing 

the afternoon on the roads with the driver of the Euro 79, he related he was “doing all he could”. We were 

following with our top down, the AC on and tunes on the stereo.  We were employing our own alphabet soup 

(SAS); Start the Porsche; Aim it in the direction you wish to go; and Snooze while the car drives itself to our 

destination.  There can be no doubt the Euro 79 driver was having the better “Porsche driving experience”.  He 

was driving a Porsche “fast”, while we were taking a sedate tour through the countryside.  While he loved the 

thrill of the Porsche driving experience in his Euro 79, for us in the 07 Boxster S, it was something a little less.  

Maybe modern Porsches now really are too good to be fun.   

Crusin the Coast; October 3-10, 2010 by Dave Kirkpatrick 

During the Mississippi Run, Lindy and I noticed a few vintage cars in Ocean Springs, MS.  Further research 

when we returned home found that a HUGE car show event was scheduled for the following week.  We went 

back Saturday the 9th to a five venue car show that covered the Mississippi Gulf Coast from Bay St. Louis to 

Ocean Springs.  This was the largest car show we have ever seen with between 5 and 10 thousand cars 

exhibited.  This was a show of vintage American iron for the most part and we had to search diligently for 

some hook that would allow us to fill some space in a newsletter about Porsches.  Sharp eyes that Lindy has 

won the day and we found this lovely 1957 Porsche 1600 (I remembered the CCs because the motor is the 

same size exactly as my first car- a Datsun 1600). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZEITSCHRIFT OCTOBER, 2010  PART 2 

The Technical side of the Porsche Driving Experience 

Editor’s Note:  I would like introduce to you, Pedro Bonilla.  I had the pleasure of meeting Pedro during the 

2009 Boxstoberfest in Fredericksburg, TX.  He was obviously well known to the crowd and seemed to wear the 

honorary title of the Porsche Man.  He is a fun person and he is also a very knowledgeable when it comes to 

the ins and outs of Porsche.  Pedro owns “Pedro’s Garage in Weston, FL and manufactures parts for 

modifications to make your Porsche run and handle better.  See his website at www.PedrosGarage.com. 

http://www.pedrosgarage.com/


Reading Our Tires by Pedro P. Bonilla (GCR PCA) 

There is a lot of useful information included on the sidewall of our tires.  We’ll try to simplify it by taking it one part at a 

time. 

DATE OF MANUFACTURING 

Tires actually have a shelf life.  It is recommended that tires over 6 years old be removed from use.  Obviously, tires that 

are subject to permanent UV damage from the sun can deteriorate sooner than those that are protected from the sun’s 

rays. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) in particular the National Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has 

required tire manufacturer’s to stamp the date of manufacture right on the tire’s sidewall, but they’ve allowed them to 

code that information. 

Prior to 2000 manufacturers could stamp the code on the inside of the tire, but the NHTSA mandated a few years ago 

that the code be moved to the outside of the tire, allowing the manufacturers to phase in this information with a 

deadline of 2009. 

Since 2000 the last four digits of the TIN (Tire Identification 

Number) includes the week (first 2 digits) and year of 

manufacture (last 2 digits). 

Let’s look at the following TIN:  DOT  H2LF YA9J 3507  

The last four digits 3507 tells us that this particular tire was 

manufactured in the 35th week of the year 2007. 

Prior to the year 2000, only three digits were used.  The first 2 were for the week, but only one digit was for the year, so 

there’s no way to determine from what decade that last digit is from. 

In this TIN: DOT EJ8J DFM 408 

The last 3 digits 408 tells us that the tire was manufactured in the 40th week of 1998 (or 1988, 1978, 1968...). 

SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

On the sidewall, you will also find tire’s Service Description which identifies the Load Index and the Speed Rating. 

Let’s study the following example: 225/40ZR17 94Y 

The first part corresponds to the tire’s physical size (more 

on that later) and the last grouping corresponds to the 

Load Index and Speed Rating. 

The 94 corresponds to its load carrying capability.  In this 

particular case an Index of 94 corresponds to a load of 

1477 lbs (670 Kg).  The higher the Load Index (LI) number, 

the higher  the tire’s load capacity is. 



The typical Load Indexes for passenger cars range from 70 to 110 (following is a sample): 

LI Lbs LI Lbs LI Lbs 

80 992 90 1323 100 1764 

81 1019 91 1356 101 1819 

82 1047 92 1389 102 1874 

83 1074 93 1433 103 1929 

84 1102 94 1477 104 1984 

85 1135 95 1521 105 2039 

86 1168 96 1565 106 2094 

87 1201 97 1609 107 2149 

88 1235 98 1653 108 2205 

89 1279 99 1709 109 2271 

   

The “Y” is the Speed Rating, which in this case signifies that the tire’s maximum speed is186 mph (300 kph). 

If this Speed Rating were in parentheses) i.e.: (94Y) it would signify that the tire has been tested at speeds in excess of 

186 mph (300 kph). 

When Z-speed ratings first appeared on tires, it was thought to reflect the highest tire speed rating that would ever be 

required, in excess of 149 mph.  Because high performance automobiles keep getting faster and faster, the industry 

added W- and Y- speed ratings to indicate the tire’s maximum speed: 

W = 168 mph (270 kph)   and    Y= 186 mph (300 kph). 

Elsewhere on the sidewall there is still more information, 

such as the Uniform Tire Quality Grade (UTQG) Standards.  

These Standards spell out the Tread wear, Traction and 

Temperature (Resistance) grades.  

TREADWEAR: Is a relative number because it indicates the 

relative wear compared to a test tire.   

What’s important is that the higher the Tread wear number the longer lasting the tread will be. 

TRACTION: Indicates the tire’s straight line wet coefficient of traction.  This grade does not evaluate braking, or 

cornering in dry conditions, wet cornering or high speed hydroplaning resistance. 

The different traction grades are: 

Traction 
Grade 

g-force 
Asphalt 

g-force 
Concrete 

AA > .54 > .41 

AA > .47 > .35 

B > .38 > .26 

C < .38 < .26 
  



TEMPERATURE: Indicates the extent to which heat is generated or dissipated by a tire. 

Temperature 
Grade 

Speed 
(mph) 

A Over 115 

A 100 - 115 

B 85 - 100 

 

SIZE:  The first segment (255) is the width of the tire in millimeters (10.04 in).  The second segment (40) is the height of 

the tire (sidewall) as a percentage of its width.  In other words, in this case, 40% of 255 mm = 102 mm (4.02 in).  The “Z” 

is the speed rating and the “R” corresponds to the construction type (Radial). The “94Y” has been covered above.  

Additional markings, such as Type of Construction, Country of Origin and other are also to be found on the sidewall. 

ROTATION:  Many of today’s high-speed tires have the rotation marked as well.  Either by indicating the direction of 

rotation or by the word “OUTSIDE” which indicates that that part of the tire should face to the outside. 

Many of today’s tires are also asymmetrical and 

unidirectional, meaning that the tread pattern is different 

side-to-side and that they are meant to rotate in one 

direction only. 

This means that they cannot be transferred from the left 

side of the vehicle to the right side or vice versa.  In our modern Porsches it also means that they cannot be transferred 

front-to-back because the rears are generally wider than the fronts. 

So, in order to have our tires last as long as possible, and because they cannot be rotated, as in conventional vehicles, it 

is extremely important to have the tires properly balanced, properly inflated and the car properly aligned.  But that will 

be matter for another Tech Article. 

You will note that we did not include INFLATION in this article.  Maximum tire inflation is generally indicated on the 

sidewall as well, but it is a maximum number for structural integrity purposes.  The correct inflation pressures for each 

vehicle are indicated by the car’s manufacturers on a sticker generally found on the door or door jamb of the vehicle. 

For more information on tires, please feel free to visit my web pages at www.PedrosGarage.com. 

 

TIME FOR A LITTLE AUDIENCE/MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION 

         By David and Lindy Kirkpatrick 

According to the most up to date information provided by our on the ball membership chair, there are exactly 

205 members of Sonnenschein.  In the 3 years we have been members the event with the greatest 

participation was a Christmas party where the club picked up the entire tab (free food in other words).  The 

second greatest participation was at the first road rally we put together as new and excited members who saw 

only a super future for Sonnenschein.  That gathering saw a total of 36 members in maybe 16 or 17 Porsches.  

It seems the same small group of people shows at event after event and they tend to be the Officers, the 

Board of Directors and a smattering of “membership”- maybe 25 people in all.  25 members participating out 



of a field of 205; if only we could remember the relevant parts of our high school math classes, we could 

provide the exact participation percentage.  But we can’t remember and we can’t accurately provide that 

data.  Any way you look at it, such participation seems a bit on the paltry side- don’t you think. In our minds 

this raises an interesting question; what are the rest of you getting for the $42.00 you spend for 

PCA/Sonnenschein membership each year?  To try to answer a few of the questions rattling around in our 

minds, we humbly ask that you take a moment to participate in this survey.  You may do so by simply hitting 

“reply” to the email that contains this newsletter and placing your comments in the reply email.  Thanks. 

First: 

As Editor of this newsletter I sometime feel like the comedian in a dark night club rapping on the microphone 

and asking- “Hey is there anyone out there”?   So let’s find out.  If you have read this newsletter, please simply 

hit reply to the email and say something:  you read it; you loved it; it needs a lot of improvement before you 

waste another second on it; you used it to cover the bottom of the cage for Polly, your pet parrot.  Please just 

take a second to say anything at all. 

Second: 

At the most recent Board of Directors meeting we noted that there seemed to be fewer events in the recent 

past than in the more distant past and that fewer people showed up for the events we did have.  Lindy and I 

brain stormed the reasons for that.  Each quarter the Board gets together and tries to come up with events 

which will be of interest and draw participation from as many members as possible.  We might be missing the 

mark there and just don’t know why or how.  (Editor’s note:  My personality is such that I favor the “big 

splash”, the grand gesture, the go fast attitude. In our most recent board meeting I lamented that we did not 

seem, as a club, to put on the larger productions that other clubs in both PCA and the BMW Car Club of 

America seem to do. PCA Palooza in Eureka Springs, AR; Boxstoberfest in Fredericksburg, TX; Blue Ridge 

Boxster Summit in Little Switzerland, NC and ZFest in Los Angeles, CA come to mind.  Each of these events, and 

others, draws 50, 60, 70 or far more cars).  Maybe we can’t stay on the porch with the “Big Dogs”, but we 

can’t help thinking that we can do more than we have done).  [Editor’s Note #2: A report just in from a 

member notes that ONLY 2 Porsches from Sonnenschein took part in the Destin Charity Auto show on 

September 11th in Sandestin, FL.  This was one of the premier car shows for the year on the Gulf Coast and was 

hosted by the PCA North Florida Region.  More than 100 cars were entered in the event, but only 2 from 

Sonnenschein.]  WHY?? 

So your second task, if you will please accept the challenge, is to respond to this email and tell us what you 

would like to see as far as events in the future.  Any response is most welcome.  Responses that address time, 

distances and costs that you are comfortable with in an event are even more appreciated.  In the 3 years we 

have been members of Sonnenschein, there has been only one overnight event. It was in Apalachicola, FL for 

an ol’ fashioned Deep South murder mystery.  We had a super blast- it could not have been more fun.  Only a 

couple of handfuls of others went on that trip.  

 Are you interested in multiday events; longer distance destinations; historically significant destinations; road 

rallies; competitive events; technical information events; Porsche repair or modifications gatherings or 

ANYTHING else? This is your opportunity to give much needed direction to your club. Please give a few 



minutes to provide ideas of what you might like to do in 2011 with the club (try to be as specific as possible).  

In return your officers and directors will give hours in putting together the events for you - that seems a fair 

deal to us- where else can you exchange minutes of effort for hours of work on your behalf?  

Third: 

Our esteemed, grand master, Porsche specializing, top dog mechanic and owner of his own shop, Harry 

Williams, has offered to host a technical discussion/event for the club.  He has the knowledge and experience 

to answer your questions about all things Porsche in terms of repair, maintenance or modifications.  What he 

needs is your input as to the topics of interest specific to our membership.  What would you like Harry to 

cover in a tech discussion?  

Harry has offered to make a presentation and then accept Q & A.  Your help in providing topics you would like 

to see covered will be extremely well and gratefully received.  For example, I will be asking Harry if intake (K & 

N air filters and the like) and exhaust modifications (Fabspeed, Borla and Speedart) actually offer the 

advertised increases in horsepower and whether there are Porsche warranty concerns.  Of course I will also be 

asking what sort of super discount he will give to Sonnenschein members for installation work.   Again, 

just a few words in a reply to the email containing this newsletter are all that is needed. 

Thanks and more thanks for any attention you can give to these 3 survey topics.  Dave and Lindy 

 

Porsche Boxster a Comparison – 2003 vs. 2010 by Rick Howes  

Diana Washington said it best years ago when she sang 'What a difference a day makes'. So to paraphrase Ms. 

Washington I am here to report what a difference seven years makes in a Boxster. 

Seven years ago Jodie and I flew to San Antonio and took 

delivery of a Black/Beige 2003 Boxster. After many years of 

wishing and hoping I finally had my first Porsche. I loved 

every minute and mile driving that car. With 55,000 miles I 

feel fairly confident that I knew that model quite well and 

can offer an opinion or two. It was a basic car with a five 

speed and only 17” wheels and carpeted mats added to 

the price, not even cruise control. After all, who needs 

cruise in a Porsche? The car was virtually trouble free with 

only a couple of trips to the Porsche dealer for unusual 

noises and vibrations. My first indication that this vehicle was just a bit different was at 19,000 miles. I 

reported a noise to an Atlanta dealer. Upon inspection, I was told I needed new tires! Are you kidding me? I've 

gone 40K on a set of Michelins on other cars. Congratulations to me as they explained that 12k was typical life 

on a Porsche. 



After other lessons learned, and 7 years of pure enjoyment I had a dilemma. My aftermarket extended 

warranty was running out and to extend another two years was a cool$4200, plus a 60K service loomed at 

probably $800. I'm not comfortable having equipment that could break and not be covered. My nightmare is a 

huge repair bill on any of my vehicles. So with the magic of leasing, I put the $5K saved toward a brand new 

2010 Boxster. I have full warranty and in three years, if I choose, I'll just throw the keys on the desk and get 

another one, maybe a diesel Cayenne, or an electric Boxster. ' I love this country!' I explained it to a very 

envious fellow driver at a mountain overlook today this way: I'm 'renting' my car for about $23.00 per day. 

What happened to the 03 Boxster is another story. 

I have driven my new car about 2500 miles and feel qualified to make some quick comparisons  between 2003 

and 2010. The most recent drives have been in the mountains of North Carolina and Tennessee, but that is yet 

another story. 

Porsche talks changes in millimeters. I am not that technically 

oriented. I'm just an old cruiser, not a racer who has been a 

Porsche purist for longer than I have owned one. Yep! This 

shows my first experience with a 356 attempting to sell a C 

coupe for an outrageous high price for the time of $4295! I can 

honestly say that this new automobile is simply the finest 

example of a vehicle, offering absolute and total satisfaction. My 

03 Boxster was a satisfying car and my best car ever until I put 

the key in the 2010. 

The week before Ivan, we were in Germany on our second Porsche Travel Club tour. We drove a 911 Guards 

Red Cabriolet S4 with three other couples and our guide. After the first few weeks of driving the Red Boxster I 

finally realized why the car felt so familiar. Not only the same color, but the same stout feel of the 911. 

If it were possible, I would challenge a 911 owner with a blindfold 

test drive to judge the performance, ride, handling, and just the 

overall feel of the car. I have been asked to compare the 03 and 

the 2010. My quick answer is that it is not even the same car. 

Where the 03 was good, the new car is great. Porsche probably 

would tell you they changed millimeters but in my opinion the 

changes are huge. It is perfectly balanced and handles the curves 

of North Carolina with no effort. 

In addition to just the awesome feel of the car, other perks have been added since '03. My new car is also the 

basic Boxster, with only a few extras that Porsche is so proud of on the sticker. So comparing basically apples 

to apples, below are a few of the driver perks that I am finding extremely helpful, fun, and such a huge 

improvement in seven years.  

Starting with the starter, the method of starting is with an improved key and switch. The instruments are 

larger and easier to read, the  seats appear to be deeper and fit better. The fit and finish on the interior is 

Porsche quality. I now have cruise control, which is welcome on those long trips. Set the speed limit on the 



computer and if you exceed that number there is a quiet beep to caution you. It doesn't restrict your speed, 

just offers a reminder. When the first drop of rain requires wiper use, hit the wiper switch and your job is over. 

It judges how slow/fast or intermittent is needed. With Bi-Xeon lights, it senses any weight change and adjusts 

the lights accordingly up or down. The basic radio allows hands free telephone use. Just hit the button and 

answer the phone. The basic car now has a six speed rather than five which I'm still adjusting to and crossed 

drilled brakes. It also has 30 more hp than the 03. I.e. it would be an S model in 2003. No spare tire. Top can 

be activated at a slow speed, rather than a full stop and emergency brake pulled. Open and shut is quicker 

than the 03. Hood is aluminum, so you are cautioned to place your hands carefully around the Porsche crest. 

Stop on a hill and the computer holds the brake a second so 

you don't need to worry about easing backward. I'm sure 

there will be more I haven't had a chance to discover. It could 

be a bit louder in the exhaust note, but it's still a baby. 

Why not the S model? As mentioned I'm a cruiser, and for the 

difference in price for 6/10 of a second to 100 mph and 5 mph 

at 160, I chose the 'slower' model. I thought my next car 

would have been a 911, but after a couple of months I have all 

I can handle and have made the right decision. If you haven't 

guessed, I love this car. 

 A Little Porsche Humor 

A Yugo breaks down on the roadside and a BMW 750 stops to help the older driver.  “I’ll tow you to the next 

service station,” says the BMW driver, “but if I drive too fast, flash your lights.”   

They set off slowly, but only a mile or so down the road a Porsche speeds past at 120 mph.  The BMW driver 

forgets about the Yugo and guns it after the Porsche, just as all three of them tear through a speed trap.  

Frantically the cop radios HQ.  “You won’t believe this!  I have a BMW and Porsche racing at 120 mph, with a 

Yugo flashing his lights to pass.” 

 

NEW MEMBERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Hinson  -  2006 911 

Greg Lumpkin  -  2007 Green GT3 

Greg Kuhlmann  -  2003 911 4S 

Richard Tremayne Jr. -2001 black Boxster 

Tom & Susan Page – 2008 silver Boxster 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nov 13th 9 am – Tech Session at Harry Williams Imports 

located at: 4151 Palm Court, Pensacola, FL.  Lunch to 

follow at Garrett’s Restaurant. 

Dec 4th – Christmas Party at Angus Restaurant located 

on Scenic Highway in Pensacola, FL.  More information 

on this gala event will follow in emails as the specifics 

are refined and defined.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


