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ZEITSCHRIFT is published bi-monthly by the Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America 
 

The Club Leadership is: 
 
President:                                   Vice-President:   

      
Wally Lindenmuth   wflinden2@aol.com                 Roger Swain  RLSwain@aol.com  
 
Treasurer & Past President:      Secretary: 

                       
Pete Mellin  peter.mellin@att.net                 Chris Sember   abiker2003@gmail.com  
 
Membership Chair & Social Media Coordinator:      Webmaster:    

                 
Stephen Pearce  spearceus@bellsouth.net                                 Keith Boring     boring@cox.net                                                                                                
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  Newsletter Editor:                       Track Event Safety Steward: 

               
  Roger Gilmore    ryc940@gmail.com                    Bob Langham   rmljml@cox.net 
 

Alabama Region Representative: 

 
Ben Powell   bpowellau@gmail.com 

 
 
 

This Edition’s Cover: 
Sunset at the Circuit of the Americas (COTA) September 2016, with the #1 Porsche 919 well 

on the way to score its third consecutive World Endurance Championship (WEC) victory. 
Drivers: Mark Webber, Timo Bernhard, and Brendon Hartley. 

 

 

 

More Chances To Win Prizes!! 
Wouldn’t you love to see YOUR name front & center in the Newsletter? 

***Think of the Fame; the Notoriety!!*** 
All you have to do is send me (Roger Gilmore, ryc940@gmail.com) your caption for the “non-traditional” Porsche photo 

in each Newsletter in the “P.S. Until the Next Time” section.  I will pick the best one submitted and you’ll see your 
winning caption, along with your name IN LIGHTS in the next Newsletter Edition!! 

In addition, you’ll have the same choice of prizes as the Trivia Question:   
$25 cash, or 2 free Autocross passes! 

 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
mailto:rmljml@cox.net
mailto:bpowellau@gmail.com
mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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WELL I DIDN’T GET ANY SUBMISSIONS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

NEWSLETTER PHOTO CAPTION, SO I’VE INCLUDED MY OWN (BELOW) 

JUST FOR GRINS… 

 

 
 
 

Below is the September Photo: 

 

Overheard at a recent Zonefest: “You’ve heard about Porsche’s 
pricey Paint to Sample option, right? Well forget about it; I’ve done 

them one better with my Organic Camouflage color scheme!”  
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Wally Lindenmuth 

 

I am sad to say that our Newsletter editor Roger Gilmore has chosen to leave the area.  He and his wife were 

looking to retire in North Carolina but he is jumping a little early and has taken a job with the VA in Asheville, 

NC.  I know I am going to miss Roger he has done an outstanding job with our newsletter.  

I understand our fall run through the back roads of Southern Mississippi that David Wilson puts on for us was 

great again this year I am sorry I missed it. 

I get the SCCA News and one of our members Kathy Morey has managed to win their Ladies Division Autocross 

Points Championship for the Gulf Coast Region SCCA.  Congratulations to Kathy, well deserved. 

We have a number of events coming up in November and December, first we will have a Tech Day at 

Autocheck 5523 Pensacola Blvd in Pensacola on November 12.  Douglas will be discussing brakes as well as 

other subjects of interest.  

November 19, we will have our last Autocross of the year in Robertsdale, Al, I am hoping that we have a great 

turn out.  The weather should be good better than September when we had a little rain.  Remember we run 

Rain or Shine so you all come out and join us.  

December 10 will be our Year –End –Social at the Grand Hotel in Point Clear, AL.  This is a very historic and 

beautiful building and the food is always good.  We always have lots of surprises so get signed up on Club 

Registration.net so we know how many to plan for.  I am planning a tour for those in Florida so that we can 

travel together.  

2017 is just around the corner and we are starting to plan ahead for additional events.  We will have another 

Tech Day at Jordan Automotive 1055 Stanton Rd. in Daphne, AL.  Michael will be doing another tech session in 

the early part of 2017. 

Zonefest 2017 is a joint event put on by North Florida Region and Sonnenschein Region.  The event will be held 

in Tallahassee over the Memorial Day weekend 2017.  North Florida has already done a lot of work and our 

region will be responsible for the Autocross.   Zonefest is a great event with a lot of different things to do.  
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There will be a Concourse, Autocross, Rally, Dinners, Fun things for kids to do and meeting people for across 

the state of Florida.  I would sure like it if we have a lot of participation.    

Sonnenschein Region covers the southern part of Alabama, Mississippi and Western Florida so we are trying to 

do things with our cars that people will like to do.  Our state reps are David Wilson, who is in Mississippi, and 

Ben Powell in Alabama.  I know Ben has been getting busy something about a wedding.  If you have questions 

of concerns, please get with one of our state reps or let me know. 

NEEDED: 

1.  Sonnenschein Region is in need of a new Newsletter editor.  Roger Gilmore has done a great job for the 

club but with him leaving the area we need someone new to take this job.  

2. President of the Sonnenschein Region:  I have been President for a great many years and I have greatly 

enjoyed it but it is time for someone else to take the helm and lead us into the future. 

If you have any questions about these jobs please contact me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

 

 

ALSO SEE THE EVENTS CALENDER ON THE CLUB’S WEBSITE! 

 

AUTOCROSS!!! 

 
The Club’s Event trailer with a fancy new decorative wrap  

 

These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course. If you’ve never been to one, 

give it a try! And don’t feel intimidated! It is really just for fun and without exception everyone who’s been to 

their first one leaves with a huge grin on their face. 

I'd like to encourage you to come out and see how the autocross works, meet the other members, see the 
cars, help work the corners and timing table. Bring your lawn chair; it's a fun time. Of course, we'd like for you 
to get out on the lot and practice your cornering and braking! If you are a new member, this would be a great 
time to say hello. 
  
If you’re new to autocrossing and may want to participate, there are some basic items you’ll need to be aware 
of: You will need a DOT approved helmet (motorcycle will suffice), closed-toed shoes, and seat belts. To 
prepare your car, remove everything from the cockpit that may fly around during braking and cornering. At 
the course, a Club tech inspector will check your lug nuts and under the hood to make sure that nothing is 
going to fly off the car. Think of your favorite number and we'll supply the painter's tape for you to mark your 
car, unless you have your own numbers. It's not a race; it's an opportunity for you to try your hand at 
performance driving all in the safety and confines of a parking lot. We love to watch the new drivers, but what 
we really love to hear is the laughter coming from the car when they swing about the slaloms and turns for the 
first time. When you see your elapsed time drop and drop with each run, you'll be hooked. 
 
You MUST pre-register by using the below link: 
https://clubregistration.net 

https://clubregistration.net/
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The registration will close at 8PM CST on the Thursday before the event. 

 

Here is the Robertsdale Autocross date for 2016:  

 November 19 

   

Other Autocross registration details: 

 Who: Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America 

 What: Autocross 

 When: Dates as above.  Table opens at 7:00 AM, Drivers' Meeting at 9:00 AM, Track Walk at 9:30 AM. 
 You must be registered and signed in NLT 9:00 AM! 

 Where:  22251 Palmer Street, Robertsdale, AL, or Pace High School, 4065 Norris Road, Pace, FL. 

 Fee:  PCA Members $25; Non-Members $35 and payable the day of the event 

 

 

 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

 

 
 

 Save the Date! We'd like to invite you to join together to share a meal with friends on December 10, 
2016 for the Club’s Year End Celebration.  The event will begin at Noon time at Marriott's Grand Hotel 
in Point Clear, Alabama and continue for as long as you'd like to hang around with friends 
afterwards.  The Club will pick up your tab for this event. We always have door prizes and recognitions 
for member contributions throughout the year.  Put this on your calendar and join us at the Grand. I 
will send more information as we plan a cruise to arrive for lunch. Here’s the link to sign up on Club 
Registration: https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/7787 

 

https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/7787
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 Zonefest 2017. Put these dates on your calendar: May 26, 27, and 28 (Memorial Day weekend). North 

Florida and Sonnenschein regions will be co-hosting the PCA Zone 12 event, to be located around the 
Tallahassee area. This will be the first Zonefest held in North Florida. Sonnenschein will be hosting and 
putting the Autocross. More details to forthcoming but make sure you mark your calendars NOW for       
this historic event! 
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 “Cars and Coffee”: A casual get together of car enthusiasts that meets every 4th Saturday of each 
month. It is open to all makes/models of cars. Held at Carmike Motion Pictures, 5149 Bayou Boulevard, 
Pensacola from 10 AM to 12 PM.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 PensaCruise 2016. I attended the inaugural event last year and it was quite a fun time, with an 

impressive array of road-going machines to take a gander at. See the January 2016 Newsletter for 
more details & photos. 

 

 
 

Link to the official website: http://www.pensacruise.com 
 

http://www.pensacruise.com/
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PORSCHE SPONSORED EVENTS 
Porsche has two excellent events for high performance driving that you may wish to consider: 

 

1.  Porsche Sport Driving School. This is held at Barber Motorsports Park on a regular basis. Here’s a link to 

their website which also has an excellent video about the School:   

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School 

2.  The Porsche Experience Center. This is a brand new facility in Atlanta, and just opened in 2015. It appears 

by all accounts to be a beautiful facility. The Center will be offer many different items, from 6 different track 

environments to simulators, human performance labs, museum, restaurant, coffee shop, and more.  Take 

some time to explore their website: 

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta 

 

And here’s a link to a YouTube video clip that gives you a first hand look at the driving experience.   

Take a look; it seems like a blast! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgZU4Ctcw_c&feature=youtu.be 

I think it may be worth a trip to Atlanta! 

 

HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVER’S EDUCATION (HPDE, or just DE) 
Tired of the daily commute? Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant to be!  You must 

register online at www.clubregistration.net for PCA sponsored events. Here are upcoming dates for PCA 

sponsored DE’s in our area: 

 

Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park: Their tentative 2017 dates are listed below. 

They have recently added a new offering, which may be of interest for those curious of what a HPDE weekend 

is all about. It’s called the Driver’s Ed Experience and consists of an introductory HPDE course, Saturday only, 

attendance at the drivers meeting, 2 classroom sessions, reduced speed track demonstration and reduced 

speed track driving with an instructor. The cost for this is $100. The cost for the regular 2-day DE is $525.  

April 29 & 30 

June 17 & 18 

September 23 & 24 

 

 

Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park: The cost is $350 for 2 days, or $225 for 1 day. 

Those are great prices! The last date for 2016 was October 29 & 30.  

Here are their 2017 dates: January 21 & 22, April 8 & 9, and September 15 to 17 (also with PCA Club Race). 

 

 

Peachstate PCA at Road Atlanta: The cost is $525 for the weekend if instructed, and $475 if solo. The 

last date for 2016 was October 22 &23. The 2017 dates are TBD. 

 

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgZU4Ctcw_c&feature=youtu.be
http://www.clubregistration.net/
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There are also non-PCA DE events run by private clubs.  Here are 3 good sources and the first two clubs also 

use Club Registration (www.clubregistration.net): 

 

1.  Chin Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.chinmotorsports.com/ 

They have events at local tracks including Barber, NOLA, Road Atlanta, and Sebring. The remaining 2016 

schedule is as follows: Road Atlanta, November 26-27. 

 

2.  PBOC Motorsports Club (Porsche BMW Owners Club). Access their webpage at http://pbocflorida.com/ 

They have events at local tracks including Barber, Road Atlanta, and Sebring.  Here are their 2016 dates: 

Barber, November 19 &20. They also have events scheduled at Sebring and Homestead. 

 

3.  Rezoom Motorsports. Access their webpage at http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html 

They have events at Barber, Road Atlanta, Daytona, Roebling Road, Virginia International Raceway (VIR), and 

others. They use a different registration site other than Club Registration, which you can access on the 

Rezoom website. Here are their 2016 dates for Barber: November 5 & 6. Cost is $300 for one day or $500 for 

both days.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clubregistration.net/
http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html
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 Christopher walker – pace, FL  2014 cayman 

 

 howard walker  – mobile, al 2009 cayman 

 

 nicholas holstein  – navarre beach, FL 2005 911 

Carrera S 

 

 david bovair – gulfport, ms 2011 cayenne s  
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Hearty and well-deserved CONGRATULATIONS to our loyal Club Members below: 

 

 JAMES BARNES 

 RICHARD BRENT 

 MARK SPRAYBERRY 

 

 

 FRED TAYLOR 
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 HUGO BORNEMAN 

 

 

 

 

AND A VERY SPECIAL MENTION TO THE FOLLOWING 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

 

 CHRISTOPHER KING:  32 YEARS 

 GERALD ADCOX:  33 YEARS 

 SCOTT CUNNINGHAM:  34 YEARS 

 GLEN MELTON:  38 YEARS 

 CHARLIE MOREKIS:  46 YEARS 
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Sonnenschein September Autocross Results 
Wally Lindenmuth 

 

Well Saturday’s weather did not look very good but what is a little rain to diehard folks who like to autocross.  

With the help of Ben Powell and Bob Langham I got the course set up Friday night.  I was able to get most of 

the dirt and sand blown off the course before I finished for the evening. We had a total of 15 sign up but only 

had nine cars show up.  There was rain overnight but I was able to get most of the big puddles blown off.  An 

event like this does teach you throttle control.   

Fast times: 

Wally Lindenmuth 1973 911T                   Fast time 56.6 

Jeshua Branard MHI EVO           Fast time 56.9 

Ben Powell 2001 Boxster S           Fast time 57.8 

Barry Cooper 2005 Mini Cooper S      Fast time 58.3 

Bob Langham 2012 Cayman R             Fast time 61.0 

Pete Mellin 2014 Porsche 991             Fast time 61.7 

Doug Ewing BMW Z3             Fast time 66.0 

Joel Bianchi 2015 ECO Boost 4   Fast time 67.6 

Bob Watts 2006 BMW M3   Fast time 71.9 

Most of these fast times were on their last run of the day.  The sun was shining when we made the last run.  I 

want to thank everyone who came out and braved the weather.  I want to thank Keith Boring, Michael 

Cantwell and everyone else who helped out.   

Our next scheduled event at Robertsdale is Nov. 19, 2016…Rain or Shine! The only way I will call the event will 

be if there is a Hurricane Warning posted. 
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The 15 Greatest Mid-Engine Porsches Ever Made 
Editor, and with thanks to roadandtrack.com 

 

(Or, a list of the 15 finest sports and racecars ever made.) 
 

Porsche's fame comes from a certain rear-engine sports car, and these days, much of its revenue comes from 

its front-engine sedan and SUVs. That said, the company has made a ton of mid-engine sports and racecars 

over its long history. Here are the best. 

 

Porsche 550 Spyder 

There were some early Porsche prototypes that were mid-engined, but the 550 Spyder is what started the 

trend. This was Porsche’s first purpose-built racer, previewing many years of motorsports dominance. 
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Porsche 718 

In 1957, the 550 evolved into the gorgeous 718, which further bolstered Porsche’s reputation as a giant-killer. 

60 years later, when Porsche put turbocharged flat fours in the Boxster and Cayman, it renamed those two 

after this car to remind everyone of its past racing success. 

 

Porsche 904 Carrera GTS 
This car was the ultimate iteration of what started with the 550 Spyder. It was the last Porsche racer to use a 

flat four engine, in this case a highly tuned version of Porsche’s famous four-cam “Carrera” engine. That 

engine only displaced 2.0 liters (or 122 cubic inches), but produced an amazing 200HP, which for 1964 was an 

incredible feat. That engine is often referred to as the “probably the most complex four cylinder engine ever”. 

These are now multimillion-dollar cars for good reason. 
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Porsche 906 
This was the successor to the 904 and it evolved with huge improvements. The 904 used a stressed fiberglass 

body, but the 906 used an unstressed fiberglass body over a steel tube frame and a 2.0 liter flat six instead of 

the 904’s flat four. Note the front end styling cues to the soon-to-be 917. 

 

Porsche 908 
The 908 started Porsche’s attempts to challenge the big boys (Ferrari et al) head on. It was produced in both 

long tail Coupe and short tail Spyder form (as above), and was raced from the late 1960’s all the way to 1981. 
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Porsche 917 
The one that truly started Porsche’s racing dominance. If anyone doubted Porsche’s abilities before the 917 

arrived on the scene, they wouldn’t have doubted them after. Initially having some new car idiosyncrasies in 

1969 that needed to be ironed out, this flat 12-powered car went on to win Le Mans in 1970. It ushered in 

years of Porsche racing dominance that continues today. 

 

Porsche 936 
Porsche began its turbocharging development with the 917. Although the original 917 was naturally aspirated, 

the awesome 917-30 Can-Am car was turbocharged. The 936 used a turbocharged flat six, which also went on 

to power the 930 Turbo street car in a detuned version. That engine gave the 936 big power from a small and 

reliable engine, and it powered the 936 to three Le Mans victories. 
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Porsche 956/962 
The 956 and 962 might be Porsche’s greatest prototype racecars…and arguably the greatest prototype race 

cars ever made. The used an evolution of the turbocharged flat six from the 936, and housed it in a body with 

newly developed underbody ground effects to generate downforce. In the 1980’s, these cars were virtually 

unbeatable. 

 

Porsche Boxster (986) 
The 986 Boxster was a huge sales hit and came at Porsche’s lowest point as a company. Being on the verge of 

bankruptcy in the early 1990’s, with annual sales having fallen from 50,000 units in 1986 to 14,000 in 1993, 

and with only 3000 of those in the U.S., the Boxster ensured a bright future for Porsche. It’s probably one of 

the five most important cars in Porsche’s history. It also cast the mold for some of Porsche’s greatest driver’s 

cars of the 21st century. 
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Porsche 911 GT1 
It may be called a 911, but this car of the late 1990’s is a 911 in name only. The GT1 uses its own mid-engined 

chassis and has an engine derived from the 962. It was first and foremost a racecar, but also resulted in one of 

Porsche’s wildest street cars. 

 

Porsche Carrera GT 
The Carrera GT had an unlikely rise. It was born out of a Le Mans program that was abandoned so the 
company could focus on its Cayenne SUV. Porsche had a V10 engine with nowhere to put it, but then the light 
bulb went off that it should be a limited production supercar. Brilliant! 
What Porsche built was an uncompromising racecar for the road. It had carbon brakes, a manual gearbox, a 

carbon clutch that was notoriously hard to use, no electronic aids, and a V10 engine that was meant for a 

racecar. It is one of the craziest (in a good way!) supercars ever produced. 
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Porsche RS Spyder 

The RS Spyder LMP2 car isn’t one of Porsche’s most famous racecars, but it’s still an impressive machine and 

achieved significant success in European and American sports car racing. 

 

Porsche 918 Spyder 

The RS Spyder’s howling 600 HP V8 found its way to the 918 Spyder, and along with three electric motors 

arranged in hybrid fashion it produces a total of 887 horsepower. It’s one of the quickest production cars ever 

produced and invariably its technology will be seen in more of Porsche’s street cars in the future. 
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Porsche 919 Hybrid 

Audi had dominated the top class at Le Mans for a number of years until the 919 came along. Porsche 

returned to the top tier of Le Mans racing in 2014 with the 919. Its first year wasn’t a complete success, but it 

took Le Mans wins in 2015 & 2016, ensuring Porsche kept its status as the most winning make at Le Mans. 

 
Porsche Cayman GT4 

What started with the humble Boxster in 1996 has lead to this in 2016, the Cayman GT4. It takes the standard 

Cayman to the extreme, with a version of the old 911 Carrera S 3.8 liter flat six, naturally aspirated, along with 

suspension components from the 911 GT3. Add a crisp short throw six-speed manual and brakes from the 

GT3, and you have basically the perfect Porsche. 

The future looks bright indeed for the continuance of Porsche’s mid-engined race and sports car excellence! 
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From the Track 
Wally Lindenmuth 

 
 

Well I almost out did myself this fall with running two in DE’s less than 30 days.  The last of September I 

headed up to Hallett Motor Racing Circuit just north of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  This was their OctoberFast event 

with PCA Club race’s and three days of Solo DE’s.  I took my 92-year-old father with me, this was the first time 

he had ever seen me on a track.  I parked the motorhome so that he could which me as I went around the 

track.  Hallett is a 1.8 mile circuit with lots of elevation changes and a couple blind turns.  There was plenty of 

run time I think I put 250 track miles on my car before it broke a coil mount.  We had at least five session per 

day and more on Sunday.  Hallett is the first track that I did a DE on a number of years ago and it is always nice 

to go back and see friends from the Wichita Region of PCA.  Weather was nice and dry and no rain.  They had 

PCA Club races and they had a PCA Spec Boxster class and I think there were close to 30 cars competing in the 

class with the two cars that were going for national points lead fighting it out. 

Like I said I had signed up to do the DE at Road Atlanta Oct 22 & 23, which I really enjoy.  It is Peachstate’s PCA 

last event of the year and the weather is typically cool and the track is fast.  I had bought some new rear tires 

that were larger in diameter than I usually run.  I usually run 35 series in the rear but I bought some 50 series, 

which changes the shift points that you have run before.  For those that have not driven Road Atlanta it is one 

of the most challenging tracks that I have run on with plenty of elevation changes and some high speed 

sections.  The back straight is long and you can reach 130 + depending on your car.  Then you have to brake 

hard for turns 10A & 10B then up the hill and under the bridge at turn 11 then down the hill to turn 12.  This 

hill drops about 7 stores and video does not do it justice.  It will get your attention that is for sure.   

The reason I make this event is a friend of mine comes down from Morgantown, WVA.  Last year was his first 

time at Road Atlanta but this time he was doing well and moved up to Group 2.  He does drive a Subaru WRX 

with some work done to it.  His home tracks are Mid Ohio, Watkins Glen, and the new track at Pittsburgh.    

I have done four DE’s this year, which is about all that my body, and equipment can handle.  I needed some 

rest when I got home. 

I know most of our members are NOLA fans since it is close but there some excellent tracks in the Southeast 

that can be quite a challenge and I hope some of you track junkies will venture out and try some of the some 

different tracks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 

 

 

The Curiosity Files, Vol I 

“The Life of a Single Bolt in a Formula One Car” 
Courtesy of roadandtrack.com 

 

Formula One is all about details. Sure, there are some parts that are more obvious than others, but the 
attention to detail on every single piece of the car is quite astounding. 
 
Take, for instance, this simple, unassuming bolt. You'd think that the Red Bull F1 team would just get one off 
the shelf whenever one is needed. You'd technically be right, but its life before it gets to that shelf is the 
amazing part. 
 
It's not a case of going down to the Home Depot and buying a set of bolts. No sir. These bolts are designed, 

they aren't bought. They're the thoroughbreds of the bolt world, fit for any task that comes their way. Seeing 

one go from concept to final product to installed in a racecar isn’t only cool, it’s strangely emotional. The 

photo below is the bolt you’ll journey with if you click on the YouTube link below. It’s a fascinating 3-minute 

journey. 

It’s name: RB12-FS-00663-02 

 

 

Here’s the link: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iptAkpqjtMQ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iptAkpqjtMQ
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Diesel Delay! 
Porsche Mid-Engine 960 Supercar and the VW Emissions Scandal 

Editor 

 

 

 

 
 

As I’m sure you are all aware, Porsche is part of the Volkswagen automotive group. (Here’s the brand line-up 

of the entire Group; some of these may come as a surprise to you: VW, Porsche, Audi, Seat, Skoda, Bentley, 

Bugatti, Lamborghini, Ducati, Scania, and MAN.) The massive diesel engine emissions fiasco has put huge 

financial pressure on the entire group, and the automaker stated last year that every brand and model would 

be put under financial review. This was as sensible move, as the scandal’s cost to VW could stretch well into 

the billions of dollars, meaning any nonessential projects could understandably be dust-binned for the 

company’s greater financial good. 

 

According to Automotive News, this is precisely what has happened, in part, to Porsche’s “960” mid-engined 

supercar. “In part” because the 960 hasn’t been actually cancelled, but will be subjected to lengthy delay. It 

was originally slated to debut in 2019, but now this likely won’t happen until 2026. Sigh! 

 

The 960 is intended to fill the space between the sold-out 918 Spyder and the 911 Turbo S in Porsche’s lineup. 

There are some early details available on the 960, and they appear quite delightful: A quad-turbocharged flat-

eight engine, perhaps with variable compression ratio technology, used as a stressed member in the middle of 

that slick body. It will be pricey, in the neighborhood of $250K, and thus is not the main object on VW’s radar 
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screen at this time. With McLaren breathing down Porsche’s neck by offering exotic-looking goods such as the 

570S priced in 911 Turbo S territory, Porsche could use a proper supercar to play in the $250,000–$350,000 

space, where it would battle the McLaren 650S, Ferrari 488GTB, and Lamborghini Huracán. The 960 could ride 

on the new VW Modular Sports Car architecture, which eventually will underpin every sports car in the 

automaker’s lineup, and even a future Lamborghini and an Audi. Not sure if I’m onboard with that one as it 

will mean more brand independence being lost. At any rate, be prepared to wait… 

 

 

Your Porsche OCD Tip of the Month 
Editor 

 

Here’s a crazy little detail for the obsessive personalities amongst us. The bottom tip of your wheel center cap 
Porsche crest emblem is supposed to point at your valve stem. Check your alignment! 
  
Why?  The idea is to help you find the valve stem quicker, and probably has roots in classic Porsche racing. 
With racing, every second counts!  Line them up so you look like an aficionado. See the photo below. 
  
But make note that this sort of alignment is not possible on center locking wheels (like the GT3 & 911 Turbo). 
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FW and FS 
Editor 

 

In the time honored tradition of the Naval Service, the last order given to a departing officer is to wish them 
“Fair Winds and Following Seas”. 
 
As Wally mentioned earlier in the Newsletter, I have accepted a new job with the VA in Asheville, NC and will 
be moving there in early 2017. And so I wish to impart to you, my fellow friends and Club members, that 
ancient mantra and it is my hope that you enjoy Fair Winds and Following Seas in the days ahead. 
 
Casey and I were intending on retiring to a small town (Waynesville, NC) just west of Asheville and so this job 
move just comes a few years early… and without the retirement. 
 
To quote a recent Nobel laureate, “The Times They Are a-Changin’”. 
 
It has been my distinct honor to have served as your Editor over these past 3 years. It has been a pleasure, and 
an enjoyable diversion from my everyday work life, for me to produce the Club’s Newsletter. 
In preparing for departing from my last Newsletter edition, I found some old photos from years ago when 
Harry and I were changing out the mufflers on my 911 to ones with enhanced performance.  
I’ve enclosed them below and thought it would be a nice way to close things out. 
 
As always, I’ll hopefully see you on the road, at the track, or at some Porsche event in the future. And if your 
future plans bring you to the western North Carolina region, get hold of us! Oh…almost forgot…Mark your 
calendars for Treffen Asheville, September 20-24, 2017. Hope to see some of you there! 
 
Roger 
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WITH PRIZES!! 
 

 
 

 

 
Ferdinand Porsche Sr. (left) and his son, Dr. Ferdinand Anton Ernst “Ferry” Porsche, age 28, in 1937 

 

 

HERE’S THE DEAL (and see Rules & Regulations below for more details):  The FIRST* person to email me 

(Roger Gilmore, ryc940@gmail.com) with the correct answer will have their choice of 1 of 2 prizes:  $25 cash, 

or TWO free passes to the Club’s Autocrosses.  (*See Rules & Regulations at the end of the Trivia Section.) 

There are NO online search restrictions.  You can use ANY source that you wish to answer the question.  
Now THAT makes it EASY! 
 
 
 

!!WINNER!! 

We had a winner for September’s Trivia Question!  Steve Kimura, Pensacola, got the correct 

answer and was the winner! Steve chose the $25 cash and then graciously donated the prize to the Hotel for 

Dogs and Cats, Pensacola…a non-profit Rescue and Adoption Service. Congrats to Steve! 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER’S TRIVIA QUESTION AND CORRECT ANSWER: 

Question:  
Look at the photo below and answer the following: 

 1. What is the name of this vehicle? 

 2. What year was it unveiled? 

 3. How was it powered? (Be specific)  

 4. It had a number of “world’s first” features…name 3 of them. 

The correct answer will include at least 3 correct answers of the 4 questions above. 

Answer:   
 1. It is a Lohner-Porsche Semper Vivus 

 2. 1900, and was seen at the Paris World Exhibition of 1900. 

 3. Hybrid: Two gas motor/generator sets powered electric wheel hub motors at all 4 wheels, and   

     charged a battery pack 

 4. First hybrid vehicle, first all-wheel drive vehicle, and first vehicle with 4 wheel brakes. 
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THIS EDITION’S QUESTION 

 

It’s Back-to-the-Basics Month… 

The following questions concern the 1968 model year 911 for U.S. production: 

 1. What was the base model called? 

 2. What model was dropped from the lineup? 

 3. There were a number of functional/performance and cosmetic modifications done for this model 

year. Name at least 4 functional/performance mods and 2 cosmetic mods. 

 

The correct answer will have at least 6 of the above 8 items correctly answered. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



36 

 

 

 

Rules & Regulations for Porsche Trivia Quiz and Photo Caption Contest 

1. How to Play: Email your answer to the Trivia Quiz and/or Photo Caption Contest to the Sonnenschein Porsche Club of America 

(PCA) Newsletter Editor at ryc940@gmail.com.  You may use any search or research tool to find the answer to the Trivia Quiz. 

2. Prizes: There will be only one correct entry per Trivia Quiz, and only one chosen submission for the Photo Caption Contest per 

Newsletter edition.  The winner(s) will have the choice between $25 cash delivered via check from Sonnenschein PCA, or two free 
passes to a Sonnenschein PCA Autocross, which will be valid for one year from the month of issue and will NOT be transferrable to 
another person.  The chosen prize will be mailed to the winner(s). 

3. Eligibility: Both contests are open to all current members in good standing of Sonnenschein PCA.  Participants must be 18 years 

of age or older.  The Sonnenschein Newsletter Editor and immediate family members are NOT eligible to participate.  

4. Entry Deadline: All entries will be considered up until publication of the subsequent Newsletter issue, or until a winner(s) is 

announced. 

5. Selection of Winner:   
For the Trivia Quiz: The FIRST entry received that is correct will be the winner.  If more than one correct entry is received within a 
24-hour period of the first correct entry, a drawing will be held by the Newsletter Editor to determine the winner.   
Some answers may be subjective in nature and the Newsletter Editor will be the sole judge in determining the correct entry, if any.   
For the Photo Caption Contest: The Newsletter Editor will select the best entry submitted judged on originality, humor, wit, and 
appropriateness to the photo. 
The winner(s) will be recognized by a general information email sent to Sonnenschein PCA members and in the subsequent month’s 
Newsletter, along with the correct Trivia Quiz answer.  The winning Photo Caption will also appear along with the Photo. 
6.  No Winner: If no correct entries are received for the Trivia Quiz prior to publication of the subsequent Newsletter edition, the 
prize will be rolled over to the next Trivia.  The maximum rollover amount is $50, or 4 Autocross passes, or a combination of the two.   
There will be no rollover prize for the Photo Caption Contest.  
7. General Terms: Void where prohibited or restricted by law.  Sonnenschein PCA is the sponsor of this contest.  By participating in 

the contest, entrants agree to comply with these official rules, the sponsor’s interpretation of them and the decisions made by the 
sponsor in matters relating to the contest.  
Sonnenschein PCA is not responsible for incomplete, lost, stolen, unclear, misdirected or late entries. Any applicable taxes are the 
sole responsibility of the winner.  Sonnenschein PCA reserves the right in its sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend 
the contest. Entrants agree to indemnify and hold harmless the sponsor from any and all liability resulting or arising from the 
contest, to release all rights to bring any claim, action or proceeding against the sponsor, and hereby acknowledge that the sponsor 
has neither made nor is in any manner responsible or liable for any warranty, representation or guarantee, express or implied, in 
fact or in law, relative to the prize. 

8. Ownership of Entries: All entries become the property of Sonnenschein PCA and will not be returned. Each contest entrant 

consents to the use of his or her name, voice, statements and trivia answers, or any portion thereof, in connection with the contest, 
and in any and all media and manner, now or hereafter known, in perpetuity without compensation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com


37 

 

 
 

THIS ISSUE:  
Into the Darkness, Clearly…Modern Illumination 

(From your Editor) 
 

Anyone who has driven a car in the dark with poor headlights knows there’s a palpable uneasiness as your 
speed increases. Just what is that up ahead? Nothing? Another car? A person? And conversely, driving a 
modern car with powerful high beams can make nighttime highway driving a delightful cruise. 
 
But it took some time to get to today’s sophisticated headlights… 
 

 
Above: An early acetylene (AKA “carbide”) headlamp. 
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The earliest headlight technology was essentially a lantern with a reflecting mirror. This focused the light 
source though an opening in the lantern, but because there were no effective headlight lenses at this time, the 
beam was fairly unfocused and there was significant scattering of the light upwards as glare. This, combined 
with the low-candlepower light sources of the time, meant that they were a weak, low-speed-only means of 
illumination – unfocused and with poor range. Plus, a good gust of wind or a wayward splash of water could 
snuff the flame.  
 

 
 

The fuel was usually oil, or the more weather-resistant acetylene. Acetylene lamps were also known as carbide 
lamps, and had been developed for mining. Gas was produced by dripping water on calcium carbide, which 
produced the acetylene gas, which was then burnt in the lamp. However, the flame was sooty and the 
byproduct was caustic lime, a toxic substance that had to be disposed of.  
An improvement was badly needed … 
 
In the early days, when gasoline-powered cars were loud, dirty, and dangerous to start (before electric 
starters, the starter crank definitely could break your arm if you did it wrong), electric cars actually outsold 
them. So it’s probably no surprise that the first electric headlights debuted on an electric car, a Columbia. They 
weren’t necessarily an improvement right off the bat: they had weak tungsten filaments that often broke on 
the rough roads of the time. Soon gas vehicles adopted them, but at that point all gasoline-powered vehicles 
used dynamos (i.e., generators) rather than the alternators we know of today, and basically they produced a 
lot less electricity. The bottom line is that these headlights were dim and broke easily, and probably most 
importantly, still didn’t have a lens to focus their light. That innovation would come soon after. 
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The Corning glass company of Corning, NY, debuted their revolutionary Conaphore headlight in the 1910s. 
Borrowing a page from lighthouses and other lens-focused light apparatus, the Conaphore was the first 
modern headlamp (other than an early attempt by Hella to use a lens technology on an acetylene headlight) 
because it used the lens to direct light from an electric bulb down and out in front of the car, allowing more of 
the available candlepower to illuminate the road. It was billed as a major safety innovation, eliminating 
accident-causing glare and increasing headlight range. How effective was it? It’s hard to say how it would 
compare to a modern headlight, but it was leaps and bounds above anything at the time. It was also the direct 
ancestor of all modern automotive lighting. 
 

 
Above: The Corning Conaphore headlight, circa 1910. 

 

The next innovation was in the same vein as the Conaphore: a way to better direct light down to the road and 

away from other drivers’ eyes. The solution this time was a “dipping” light – a headlight that was physically 

moved to change the angle of the beam downwards. This reduced the range but also lowered the beam 

enough to not blind oncoming traffic. The first system, developed by the Guide Lamp Company in 1915, 

required the driver to physically get out of the car to set the lights to “low” beam. Cadillac improved on the 

system in 1917 with a lever in the car that did the same thing. 
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Above: 1917 Cadillac with “dipping” headlights. 

 
Above: The 1924 two-filament high/low beam bulb by Osram. 
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The Osram Bilux system represented the hi/low beam setup we know today: two filaments in the same lamp, 

where the lamp stays in the same position physically and the switch merely affects the light’s output 

(wattage). This was controlled with a dimmer switch, initially a foot-operated one, but eventually the stalk-

actuated dimmer that we’re most familiar with today. 

Next were “sealed beam” headlights. Anyone who has worked on an American-market car from 1940 until the 

early 1990s knows about these guys. Much like a household flood light bulb, these one-piece lights combined 

the filament, reflector, housing, and lens, meaning that when it burned out, the whole thing needed 

replacement. They improved reliability somewhat because there was no way foreign matter could find its way 

into the lamp, possibly causing hot spots and early burnout, but mostly they were a method for the US 

government to ensure that all cars were using the same government-approved lights. Federal Motor Vehicle 

Safety Standard 108 required that all cars use a system of two 7″ round sealed beam headlight until 1970, 

when the Feds allowed rectangular headlights to sprout from some lucky vehicle fascias … mostly trucks. The 

big change happened in 1983, when composite headlights were allowed (but not required) to be utilized. It 

would be a few years before sealed beams would be phased out in almost all applications. 

 
Above: A Chevy Impala with quad sealed beam headlights. 

 

As noted above, headlight options were limited for US-market cars, but in Europe there was all sorts of 
strangeness abounding. Glass-covered headlights, such as on the Jaguar E-type and the Citroen DS were 
common across the pond but taboo in the states. Then in 1983, Standard 108 was amended to allow what 
were called composite headlights. Instead of replacing the whole unit, all you had to do with a composite 
system was remove the bulb – the housing, lens, and reflectors were all permanent. The first US market car to 
sport such a headlight assembly was the 1984 Lincoln Continental Mark VII, recently restyled as part of the 
first wave of “aero-” or “jellybean-designed” cars A good example is the first-generation Ford Taurus (photo 
below). This allowed all sorts of unique front-end designs to develop, and became the standard headlight type 
that you’re probably most familiar with. 
 

 
 



42 

 

 

 
Above: Ford Taurus with composite headlights. 

 

 
 

These new replaceable bulbs (photo above) could be more accurately called tungsten-halogen bulbs. As 

mentioned above, early electric headlights used tungsten filaments in a vacuum, which due to the properties 

of tungsten left the inside of the bulb blackened with residue. It was also not very efficient, needing a lot of 
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power for a small amount of light. Enter then halogen lamp. Halogen is not a specific gas, it’s actually a group 

of gasses like chlorine, bromine, and iodine. By combining a bit of one of these gasses (usually bromine or 

iodine) with an inert filler gas, you can get a tungsten element to burn brighter with less energy … what’s not 

to like? Most modern headlights use halogen bulbs. 

The next evolution saw the creation of “projector lens” headlights. Also known as polyellipsoidal lamps, these 

lights first use as the main standard headlight was on the 1986 BMW 7-Series. It places the bulb in the middle 

of a wineglass shaped reflector. The light is focused into a convex lens, which then projects the light out into a 

very specifically defined pattern. A very sharp cutoff is achieved by blocking part of the light with an opaque 

shield, focusing more of the light down than in traditional lens lights. Some projector headlights switch 

between low and high beam by moving the shield, allowing for a higher cutoff. When originally introduced, 

they were generally used in higher-end cars, notably Porsche, BMW, Acura, and Mercedes-Benz. Today, many 

car models now employ them. 

 
Above: Porsche 911 projector lens HID (xenon) headlight. 

 

The next revolution in headlight design was the high-intensity discharge (HID), or “xenon,” lights. These are 

actually metal halide arc lights, which use two tungsten electrodes to arc a powerful electric charge. This 

charge interacts with the gases inside and vaporizes metal salts present in the bulb, producing a plasma that 

emits a very intense light. This is in contrast to a normal halogen bulb, which simply uses electricity to heat the 

filament until it is incandescent, emitting light. Temperatures inside a HID bulb can reach 2000 degrees F. 

Xenon gas is used the help the lamp warm up quickly and produce light, unlike argon-based arc lamps 

commonly used as streetlights, which would take far too long to work in an automotive setting. HID lights tend 

to have a unique color based on the different spectrum of light emitted by this different process; usually, it’s 
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tinged blue. They are used in combination with projector lens headlamp assemblies to produce a very 

effective light at less power consumption than a normal halogen bulb. However, any contamination like dirt or 

dead bugs on the lens can cause a great deal of glare to be directed up and towards other motorists, and so 

care should be taken to keep HID lights clean to avoid blinding other drivers. 

 

 
Above: 2015 Porsche Macan right headlight assembly, also a combination projector lens and HID (xenon) headlight, or 

what Porsche terms their “Bi-Xenon” headlights.  
 
 

Light-emitting diodes are the next big thing in automotive lighting. While currently expensive, LEDs offer 

several advantages. One of the most important is that they are low-heat producing, as they don’t heat up an 

element in order to produce light. However, there is heat produced from the back of the lamp, requiring 

complex and expensive heat sinks. That also means that in cold weather, you can’t count on an LED headlight 

to thaw ice or snow off of the headlight like you can with typical halogen or HID setups. They’re also 

temperature sensitive, giving different light levels at different ambient temperatures. Despite these 

engineering challenges, they give reasonable performance with lower energy consumption. The Lexus LS was 

the first auto to employ LED headlights beginning in 2008, although they’ve been used as parking lights, 

taillights, and turn signals for a while. Will they become the premium headlight technology of the future? Only 

time will tell. 
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Left side LED headlights on the Porsche 918 Spyder. 
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Considering a new Porsche? Or looking for a quality used Porsche? Then consider our Club’s affiliated Porsche 

dealer: 

 

 

For knowledgeable and courteous service choose Dean McCrary Porsche of Mobile! We feature certified sales 

professionals and the most highly trained service technicians in the industry, with a commitment to customer 

care, which sets us apart. Welcome, and we hope you enjoy your visit – virtual or otherwise! 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club! Any and all submissions are heartily 
welcomed for inclusion! Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella, send it in to me. 
And send your photos, too! And if you’d like to see another section to the Newsletter, or 
have any other suggestions, let me know. 
My email is: ryc940@gmail.com 
Thanks! 
Roger Gilmore 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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YOUR PERIODIC PHENOMENAL PORSCHE PICTURES, “YOUR 

P4” 
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And until the next time, remember: 

“PTINS” (as below)…Editor 
 

 

 

YOUR caption here!! Send me your submissions! (ryc940@gmail.com) 

(See Page 4 of the Newsletter, and Rules & Regulations on page 31.) 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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