
the straightaway between 

turns 11 and 12. This area 

allows a view of the final 

turn onto the front straight, 

into the turn 5 hairpin and 

all the back of the track. 

A more beautifully land-

scaped track can’t be found 

anywhere! The azaleas, 

dogwood, and oak leaf 

hydrangeas were beautiful. 

Mario Andretti was this 

year’s Grand Marshall. 

There were opportunities 

to get autographs from the 

drivers and from Mario.   

As Members of the Barber 

Motorsports Museum Turn 

9 Club, we also were able 

to sign up for free break-

fast and lunch served in the 

lower level of the Museum 

with seating right next to 

the track at Turn 9, also 

known as Museum Corner. 

This is one of the slower 

speed corners with some 

heavy braking down the hill 

- great viewing of the cars. 

During the weekend, Turn 

9 Club members also have 

access to the pedestrian 

bridges out over the track, 

offering great viewing for 

the start / finish lines and 

the carousel turns into turn 

4, which is always a spot 

for action and some good 

Several members of the 

Sonnenschein Region at-

tended the 2019 Honda 

Indy Grand Prix at Barber 

Motorsports Park in Leeds, 

AL April 5-7. Attending 

the event were Kathy and 

Len Morey, Pete Mellin, 

John Roeder, Jeff Kreider, 

Richard Birge, Judy Hale 

and Lindy Kirkpatrick. The 

3 days of activity had nu-

merous practice sessions 

for 5 series of cars, qualify-

ing sessions and 9 races, 

culminating in the Indy Car 

race Sunday afternoon. We 

saw competition in Lam-

borghini Super Trofeo, F3 

Americas, Global Mazda 

MX-5 Cup, and the Por-

sche 911 GT3 Cup Chal-

lenge. 

Several of us signed up for 

parking in the Sports Car 

Corral; the best parking on 

site, near the Fan Zone! 

Easy in and out. All the 

Porsches are parked to-

gether and typically very 

near the front. 

Saturday morning, the local 

PCA had a police-escorted 

drive to the track from the 

Porsche  

 

Birmingham dealership. 

(See pg. 8 for photo). They 

served sausage biscuits 

before our drive to the 

track and were great hosts. 

Pete and Lindy joined the 

caravan of over 60 Por-

sches. 

Alabama Region PCA host-

ed a hospitality tent over-

looking Turns 10 and 11. It 

was a great shady tent with 

seating, snacks, cool bever-

ages and, of course, some 

great door prizes. Both 

Saturday and Sunday, some 

of the GT3 drivers came to 

the tent to talk about their 

driving history and driving 

at Barber.  

Kamtek Garage Pass allows 

up-close looks at all the 

cars and teams. We took 

the opportunity to talk to 

drivers, mechanics, and 

support teams. This is a 

working area, so cars are 

everywhere!! We got to see 

the Porsche GT3s all lined 

up and heading out for one 

of their practice sessions. 

  

Great views abound 

around the track for specta-

tors. We brought some 

chairs and set them up on 

the shaded hill overlooking 

Honda Indy Grand Prix of  Alabama at Barber Motorsports Park 
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wheel to wheel competition.  

I look forward to more of our Son-

nenschein group joining us in April 

2020 for another fun weekend at this 

beautiful track. The only thing better 

than watching these drivers is driving 

this track! 

(see pg. 8 for a closer view of these photo-

graphs) 

“Mario Andretti 

was this year’s 

Grand Marshall.” 

http://son.pca.org/
https://www.pca.org/
https://zone12.pca.org/


From Our President 

few of us regulars attended, as 

well. It was a great race aside 

from the rains that came and 

caused Yellow and Red Flag 

conditions.  

As most of you know, we lost 

the use of Robertsdale County 

Annex parking lot for our auto-

cross events. I went to the meet-

ing and had the chance to speak 

in defense of our continued use 

of the parking lot. The com-

plaints that the new commission-

er had were bogus, and I said so 

in a very diplomatic way. The 

vote went against our using the 

lot this year. I will try again next 

year. In the meantime, we have 

used Pace High School’s parking 

lot for one event and will try to 

get more scheduled.  

I hope everyone had the chance 

to get signed up for Parade in 

Boca Raton, FL the third week 

of July. I hear that we have sev-

eral first timers signed up, and 

I’m glad to have some new folks 

attend.  It will be a great time. 

March was a busy month for me 

with the autocross at Pace High 

School, then the next weekend, I 

helped North Florida Region 

with the Second Annual Bob 

Wilson Memorial Autocross at 

the hospital parking lot where 

we had Zonefest a few years ago.  

The course was fast and some-

what technical. We had a GT-3 

on slicks take fast time, and a 

Cayman S on street tires from 

Milton took second. Kevin Mar-

shall and his wife came over and 

helped and did well in the event.   

North Florida limited the entries 

to 30 cars and we had almost 30 

with a few dropping out at the 

last minute. The weather was 

great. 

March 30th, I drove down to 

Orlando for the Zone 12 Presi-

dents meeting on March 31st.  

Our meeting was held at Porsche 

Orlando. This is one of the 

Premier Porsche Dealership in 

the US. The manager said he 

normally likes to have 180 cars 

and SUVs in stock but was 

down to 100 when we were 

there. If you walked in and said 

you were interested in a 911, 

they would ask “What color 

would you like?”.  They had two 

GT-2 RSs on the floor with a 

price tag of $435,000. I was sur-

prised to see a 928 in the service 

bay, as well as a Carrera GT. 

They have service techs that can 

work on the older cars. The 

meeting was very productive 

with a lot of good information 

that I will be passing on. We had 

the President of PCA, Tom Gor-

such, and VP Cindy Jacisin at the 

meeting, as well as Dave O’Nell, 

who is on national staff and also 

supports establishing Dealer 

Relations. I have asked Joey 

Dumas to be our Dealer Rela-

tions person with Porsche Mo-

bile. 

Establishing a dealer relationship 

leads to benefits for the local 

club and its members. As an 

example, Joey Dumas and I got 

Porsche Mobile to update the 

club trailer. They are making the 

effort to turn this dealership into 

a great facility. They want to 

support the Region anyway they 

can, so please try and support 

them. Let them know you are a 

Sonnenschein Region Member.   

I have asked people that attend-

ed the Alabama Grand Prix to 

give us some write ups, and also 

asked for write ups on DEs at 

Barber and Road Atlanta. If you, 

as a member, did something 

different with your car please 

submit a write up for the quar-

terly newsletter. We had some 

very nice write ups last issue. 

Ben Powell, the Region’s Ala-

bama rep, has a lot of meetings 

planned for the third Thursday 

of each month in the Mobile and 

Baldwin County area. We are a 

large area region covering three 

states and it is difficult for all of 

us to attend all the events 

around the Zone. Those in Mo-

bile and Baldwin County, please 

try and attend these events.  

Again, we have a new newsletter 

editor, and we need articles sent 

in to include in the newsletter. I 

know not everybody has the 

ability to win a writing contest, 

but we can all do a little write up 

and pictures of things we have 

done with our Porsches.  

 - Wally Lindenmuth 

Sonnenschein region Presi-

dent—Wally lindenmuth 
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“...I drove down to 

Orlando for the 

Zone 12 Presidents 

meeting on March 

31st.” 

April 25, 2019 

I want to start with something 

that is bothering me. Club 

members are asking when the 

next events will be, but when 

we have an event, people don’t 

show up. For the autocross at 

Pace High School, we had 

about 12 or 15 show up and 

some of those folks were not 

members of the Region. We 

had a Clue Rally that only had 

about 10 cars show up. I know  

everyone has busy schedules, 

but we need to support our 

events better. We had 58 people 

show up for our Holiday 

Luncheon in some very nasty 

weather - was it because the 

region picked up the tab? Well, 

2019 might be different. It is 

very disheartening to those who 

put on these events when we 

end up with poor turnouts.  

Thank you for letting me rant a 

little.  

It has been an interesting first 

couple of months in the Son-

nenschein Region. We had sev-

eral new folks go to Rolex 24 at 

Daytona for the first time, and a 



The Second Annual Bob Wilson 

Memorial Autocross Tallahassee 

was held March 23, 2019. The 

North Florida Region (NFR) 

asked me to come over and set 

up and run an Autocross for 

them, as I had done in the past. I 

enjoy doing this for them, since 

Bob was a dear friend. 

I traveled to Tallahassee on Fri-

day afternoon and found the 

hospital parking lot where we 

were going to have the event, 

parked my motorhome and trail-

er, unloaded my car and was 

going to meet some NFR mem-

bers for drinks before dinner. 

My GPS got me lost (they are 

not the answer to everything), 

but I eventually found where we 

were going to have dinner. It 

was a great dinner and great 

conversation with friends from 

NFR. 

I was up early the next morning 

to lay out the course. I decided 

to go back to a course that we 

had for Zonefest a few years 

ago. I started with offset gates 

into a left-hand turn, then back 

with a set of cones into a de-

creasing radius, right-hand turn, 

then into a couple more offset 

gates. We then had a left-hand 

turn into a Chicago Box before 

the finish. The course was quick-

er than I expected.   

This parking lot is a great loca-

tion with an upper parking lot 

that was used for inspections 

and spectators. NFR had limited 

the entries to 30 cars, so I broke 

it into two run groups, which 

worked out well. We started later 

in the morning since several 

NFR members came in from the 

Destin and Panama City areas.   

The entries were varied, with the 

majority being Porsches. There 

were a couple of hot rod BMWs 

and a V8-powered RX8. The fast 

time of the day was a GT-3 with 

March 23rd, 2019 Second Annual Bob Wilson Memorial Autocross - Tallahassee, FL 
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“I enjoy doing this for them, since 

Bob was a dear friend.” 

By: Wally Lindenmuth 

a PDK and slicks; Second place was 

a Cayman S from Milton, FL. It was 

a great event and a fund-raising event 

for the hospital that allowed us to 

use their parking lot.  

I had dinner with Lisa Lewis, her 

friend, and one of the NFR members 

Saturday night and headed home 

early Sunday morning getting back to 

Milton in time to go to church.  

March 30th & 31st, Zone 12 Presidents Meeting - Orlando, FL 

Once a year, the presidents of all 

the regions meet, usually in the 

Orlando area, for an all-day 

meeting.   I drove down to Or-

lando on Saturday, since we were 

having dinner Saturday night 

with everyone, then our meeting 

on Sunday.  

Lisa had arranged to have our 

meeting at Porsche Orlando, 

which is not far from Universal 

Studios Theme Park.  This deal-

ership is something else! They 

normally keep 180 cars and 

SUVs in inventory, but had sold 

a few and were down to around 

100. They had two black GT2 

RSs there with a sticker price around 

$450,000.  

As I have told folks, if you walked in 

and asked to see a 911, they could 

ask “What color would you like to 

see?”.  They also had a 928 in the 

service bay and I asked the manage-

ment about the older cars, and he 

told me that they have techs who can 

work on the older cars. 

It was a good meeting with presenta-

tions from Cindy Jacisin, PCA Vice 

President, and Tom Gorsuch, the 

President of PCA.  It was a very 

good working meeting with great 

interface among the regions.  

I brought back some good infor-

mation on what the other regions 

are doing and a great charity event 

that our region can do in Decem-

ber.   

The meeting lasted all day, and I 

“Once a year, the 

presidents of all the 

regions meet...” 

had decided to stay over and 

drive back the next day.  If you 

travel to the Orlando area, you 

have to have a Turnpike pass 

since there are turnpike entrances 

that only accept the passes.  

By: Wally Lindenmuth 



The Barber Motorsports Park, 
just southeast of Birmingham, 
contains a world-class racetrack 
set in a beautiful wooded, hilly 
countryside with a fantastic mo-
torcycle museum overlooking 
everything. This is where I par-
ticipated in a PCA DE the last 
week-end in April. 
 
I have done DEs at NOLA Mo-
torsports Park, but this was my 
first time at Barber. It was a well
-organized, well-run event coor-
dinated by the Alabama Region. 
As a first timer, I was placed in 
Group 1, and had an instructor 
riding with me at all times. 
Group 2 was for solo drivers, 
and Groups 3 and 4 were for 
more advanced drivers with 
more advanced cars, most of 
which arrived in transporters 
accompanied by mechanics. My 
paddock consisted of an ice 
chest, a folding chair, some spare 
shirts, sunscreen, a tire pressure 
gage, a spare quart of oil, and 
towels, but no mechanic. Fortu-
nately, that was all I needed for 
the entire weekend. 
 
The paddock area also had a 
food truck and a company 
providing track services, such as 
brake pad changes, tire balancing 
and rotation, replacement tires, 
and other services to keep cars 
on the track. 
 
There was a driver meeting at 7 
AM Saturday, followed by a 30-
minute classroom session for 
Group 1 (the first of three class-
room sessions), and then Group 
1 was out onto the track for 30 
minutes. Wow. At the end of 
that session, I was convinced I 
would never learn this track, and 
40 mph felt like breakneck 
speed. The blind hills, blind cor-
ners, and blind corner-hills left 
me overwhelmed. Even though I 
had watched the IndyCar races 
here several weeks earlier, that 

did not give me an appreciation 
for the significant elevation 
changes on the course. My in-
structor was great, provided lots 
of good comments, and ex-
plained that we would first work 
on correct lines through the 
corners, braking points, and turn
-in points. After I had those 
down, then we would work on 
speed. A few hours later, we 
blasted off for my second ses-
sion. This one was much better, 
and I made it up to about 45 
mph. The third and fourth ses-
sions continued my improve-
ment and confidence, and I was 
starting to enjoy the challenges 
of this track. 
 
Heel-and-toe downshifting at 
threshold braking (the brakes on 
my 2014 911S are astounding) 
would have been very useful, but 
my instructor advised that unless 
I was really good at h-and-t, the 
track was not the place to learn. 
We also practiced throttle steer-
ing in corners, but sometimes I 
used too much throttle and so 
got to practice collecting the rear 
end after it got loose. That was 
fun, too.  

2019 Driver Education at Barber Motorsports Park 
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By: Pete Mellin 

By the second day, I was doing 
full-throttle accelerations up to my 
braking point, threshold braking 
to my turn-in point, hitting my 
apexes, and powering out to full 
throttle. There were hiccups in all 
this, and correcting from them 
was a great learning experience, 
and often fun. 
 
The blind spots on this course 
reinforced the importance of 
checking corner-worker flags, as 
that would be the only hint of 
impending doom on the other side 
of the hill. I was poor at checking 
the flags, since nearly all my con-
centration was on the track. I ex-
pect that to get better during my 
next visit. 
 
Tire pressures: I started the day 
with 35F and 42R. By the end of 
the third session my left rear was 
52, so I let it cool a bit, then low-
ered it to 44. By the end of the 4th 
session it was back to 52, so I 
released a bit more air. The next 
morning in the hotel parking lot, 
the pressures were 32F and 38R, 
so I used air at the track to put 
them back at 35F and 42R. Just 
like on Saturday, the left rear even-

tually got up to 52. 
 
Tire wear: Given the price of new 
Pirelli P-Zeros, I am convinced 
they are woven of solid gold fiber. 
So, I check tire wear after DE 
events. To my surprise, the fronts 
were worn down less than one-half 
of a 32nd, and the rears were down 
about three-quarters of a 32nd. It 
appears that gold must wear well, 
because those tires were run hard 
all week-end. 
 
In summary, this was a wonderful 
weekend. My surprising progress 
on the track, the friendly and help-
ful atmosphere in the paddock and 
on the track, the amazing car I get 
to drive, and the Barber Park itself 
all made for some great memories. 
I can understand why drivers love 
this track (DE events sell out 
about 6 weeks prior), and I am 
eagerly looking forward to my next 
visit. 
 
Here is my trusty ride #68. 

April had several of our members headed to the track for High Performance Driver Education (HPDE).  

In addition to improving driving skills, these events are a blast and a great time to meet other drivers! 



 

This spring I headed out to two 

track events run by Chin Track 

Days, trailering my car for the 

first time. Chin is similar to oth-

er HPDE events, with drivers 

divided into three run groups. In

-car instruction and classroom 

sessions are mandatory for those 

new to the track, until approved 

to drive solo. The amount of 

track time available to drivers is 

3.5 hours a day, so if you go, be 

sure to have plenty of brake pads 

and tire rubber - and a gas card! 

Barber Motorsports 

 

April at Barber Motorsports 

Park is always beautiful. This 

was my fifth time to Barber with 

Chin. This year we experienced 

all sorts of weather. Lapping 

Saturday morning was on a wet 

track, with rain during the early 

sessions. The afternoon was 

beautiful and sunny, with a hot, 

dry track. Parade laps each day 

allowed anyone to take a couple 

laps at a slower pace and see a 

bit more of Mr. Barber’s humor 

and fantastic art that you really 

miss on hot laps. As a solo driv-

er, Chin allows riders (other 

drivers or non-drivers with a 

small fee). I was able to give 

rides to two of my adult kids. 

I had an opportunity to talk with 

two Michelin employees from 

France. They were in the pad-

dock Saturday collecting data on 

what tires folks were running 

and talking to them about what 

they want from a tire. (I was 

running Bridgestone RE71Rs.) 

 

A weather front moved through 

Saturday night with lots of rain 

and high winds. Fortunately, 

when sessions started Sunday the 

front had passed by and the 

track was drying out nicely. 

Barber Motorsports Park track 

workers are very attentive, and 

really are a great asset to keeping 

drivers safe on track and aware 

of upcoming hazards. There was 

a fair amount of vehicle carnage 

on Sunday, and the track work-

ers were able to clear the track 

quickly and get it back to green. 

(FYI it is recommended that you 

don’t go out on track with less 

than a quarter tank, something 

to do with fuel starving the en-

gine in certain corners. Chalk 

this up to a lesson learned.) 

Road Atlanta 

After two fun filled days, we 

loaded up and headed to Bra-

selton, GA. Late check-in, loss 

of an hour due to the time zone 

change, and early up to get to 

Road Atlanta for the 7:00 am 

check-in made for a very short 

night. On top of that, a cold 

front passed through. It was 

40 F, pitch black, and windy 

when we pulled into Road Atlan-

ta. There is major construction 

underway on the support pad-

dock side of the track, so we 

used the pro pits on the interior 

of the track. This was a Monday 

Chin event, so the total number 

of cars was a bit less than a typi-

cal HPDE event.   

This was my first time to drive 

Road Atlanta. I was a bit intimi-

dated, having heard stories and 

seen numerous videos of crash-

es, especially on turn 12. I had a 

great instructor assigned to me, 

who regularly races at Road At-

lanta. I took full advantage of 

the Parade laps right after lunch 

to drive the track. This is a fast 

track with a very long, nearly 

straight run from turn 8 to 10a. 

 

Chin Track Days at Barber Motorsports Park and Road Atlanta  
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By: Kathy Morey 

You certainly catch your breath when 

you crest the hill at turn 11 and head 

down the 80 ft drop to turn 12. You 

have to tell yourself that the road is 

going to be there - just like it was the 

last lap!   

 

Spectators/crew have great views and 

can drive around the track to check 

out the action from lots of vantage 

points.  

We stayed nearby at the Hampton 

Inn in Braselton, right next to the 

Chateau Elan Winery. Beautiful views 

of the vineyards. Paddy’s Irish Pub 

was a short walk away and had great 

food. 

(see pg. 9 for a closer view of these photo-

graphs) 

More HPDE events  

“I really 

enjoyed my day 

here, and I’m 

already 

looking for a 

time to go back 

– hopefully 

with some 

fellow 

Sonnenschein 

members!” 



Once again, the 1984 Porsche 
911 known as Schatzie was not 
up to a road trip to Atlanta, and 
neither was the 10-year-old Cay-
enne known as Big Red. So, out 
of necessity, we drove the 2018 
Mazda, Scout, to the 42nd An-
nual Mitty Speedfest at Road 
Atlanta. 
 
I’ve enjoyed races at Daytona, 
Indy, Mid-Ohio, Barber Motor-
sports, and, in my misspent 
youth, the drag strips of south 
Jersey. But the Mitty is in a class 
by itself.  
 
Arriving on Friday afternoon, we 
picked up our tickets and then 
worked our way around the 
track so I could refamiliarize 
myself with the corners 
(Richard’s been there so many 
times, he probably has the track 
committed to memory, but this 
was only my second visit). It 
seemed to be a somewhat sub-
dued event compared to what it 
was two years ago, but we’d 
arrived late and the last race was 
just finishing up. We did get to 
watch some of the last race, 
which involved Group 2 Vintage 
sportscars and Group 3: Vin-
tage/Historic sportscars. After 
that, we headed out to look for 
dinner. Dinner tip #1: Haydee’s 
Café is a low-key and reasonably 

priced little place for simple and 
delicious Mexican food. We even 
went back the next day. They 
also serve breakfast and lunch. 
 
Saturday was a full day at the 
track, beginning with a walk 
around the paddock area. First, 
we went to find the Sasco Sports 
trailer to drop off a donation to 
a silent auction held by Vintage 
Racers for Rescues, a charity 
founded and run by Dave and 
Robyn Handy of Sasco Sports. A 
racer friend of ours was donating 
an original painting —to be 
done from the winner’s choice 
of photo—and we had the sam-
ples to display for the auction. 
Sasco Sports formed Vintage 
Racers for Rescues to raise funds 
for animal rescue groups. As dog 
lovers ourselves, we were glad to 
help, even in a limited way. They 
raised $20,000 at this event, and 
100% of that will go to help 
animal rescue groups! 

Next, we wandered around the 
paddock to see what we could 
see. Around one corner, we hap-
pened on a brace of racing Lotus 
Elans. Now, the only Lotus I’ve 
ever ridden in was a gorgeous 
green modern Elise at an SCCA 
autocross a few years ago. It was 
a sweet, sweet ride (especially the 
way the driver slung that car 

around the cones like his life 
depended on it). But I was also 
quite taken by these two vintage 
Elans. They turned out to be 
owned by The Old Salty Dog of 
Sarasota, a place we know from 
our annual winter trips to that 
part of Florida. We chatted up 
the owner a bit and walked away 
with some great photos and nice 
swag from The Old Salty Dog 
himself.  

April 2019 At the Mitty 
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By: Judy Young, with assistance from Richard Birge 



And what else…? Oh right, the 
racing! 

HSR has expanded their field to 
include modern-era formula 
cars, modern global GT cars, 
prototypes and GTM cars, so 
they have much larger race fields 
than they once did. There are 
now 17 racing groups, ensuring 
that everybody has somebody to 
race against.  

The featured marque was Alfa 
Romeo; during the feature race it 
was fun to see the oldest Alfa 
racing a hot second behind a 
much newer Alfa; there was a 
field of 16 Alfas in all. 

In the afternoon, we found a 
shady spot near the bridge just 
before Turn 12 to set up our 
chairs and watch the one-hour-
long B.R.M. Enduro Challenge 
Race. It’s a great spot to watch 
the cars come over the hill, then 
under the bridge to swoop down 
and around Turn Hell (according 
to our racer friend) past the pit 
area. It’s cool how you can see 
so much from there, in the mix 
of everything from Daytona 
prototypes/Le Mans racers to 
Porsches. The field of 37 cars 
included everything from an 
Audi R-8 Le Mans racer to a 
Mazda RX-8, with no fewer than 
15 Porsche Cup cars. 

We were enjoying the race when 
an extraordinary chain of events 

occurred that almost stopped the 
race. There had been a full-
course caution for a few 
minutes—OK, not so extraordi-
nary, right? But then, there was 
what the announcer called “a 
heavy impact”! Of course we 
went driving around to find the 
site of the crash. As it turned 
out, two cars had got alongside 
and bumped each other, and 
then a third rear-ended one of 
them. Two of the three were 
Porsches. An announcer put it 
down to too-aggressive driving 
during a double-yellow flag. 
Amazingly, nobody was hurt in 
the incident. 

So that “one-hour race,” which 
had started just after 5:00 p.m., 
didn’t finish until 8:00! And after 
all that uproar, we suddenly dis-
covered we were hungry. Lead-
ing to . . .   

Dinner Tip #2: Do not miss 
Pat’s Eatery! It’s a smallish place 
among a row of upscale-looking 
businesses, so you may not ex-
pect much going in, but once 
inside, that all changes. The din-
ing room is well appointed, the 
service is attentive without hov-
ering, and the menu is creative 
and delicious. I had Pat’s Chick-
en Breast Salad and Richard had 
the Bone-in Porkchop—a two-
inch thick extravaganza topped 
with smoked bacon and gouda 
cheese. Yums all around! Also, 

not to be forgotten are 
the mile-high cakes. OK, I 
exaggerate somewhat, but 
they are tall. And deli-
cious, if our slice of carrot 
cake is an indicator. And 
Pat himself, looking rak-
ish in his driving cap, 
came around to chat for a 
bit. A lovely and tasty 
experience after our long 
day at the Mitty. 

Sunday was to be a short day, 
since the event includes Quiet 
Time from 10 a.m. until noon. 
We arrived in time to see the last 
few laps of the morning’s first 
race—another Enduro Chal-
lenge, this time without unhappy 
incidents. Then, another quick 
stroll around the fan zone and 
the paddock, and we had to head 
for home, just as Quiet Time 
was beginning. We had to miss 
the Classic RS Cup Race, which 
featured Porsches from the 
1970s and took place late Sunday 
afternoon. 

Last time we were at the Mitty, 
when Porsche was the featured 
marque, we saw Hurley Hay-
wood mingling with the crowd 
outside the big tent, and I got 
him to sign Richard’s Porsche 
cap—very nice of him. In fact, 
he was awfully gracious to all the 
fans who clamored around him. 
Also, that year, we got to drive a 
couple of new Mustangs on the 
autocross track. Disappointingly, 
there was none of that kind of 
thing this year, maybe because 
Classic Motorsports/Grassroots 
Motorsports was no longer in-
volved as a sponsor. The fan 
zone, with vendors and food 
trucks, was decidedly limited 
compared to our last time here. 

At the Mitty (continued) 
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But we did see some great automo-
tive specimens parked in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The skid pad is still there, where two 
years ago, every time we drove by it, 
Richard couldn't resist putting the 
Miata through her paces. You haven't 
lived until you've experienced G-
forces on a hot afternoon - repeated-
ly. Thankfully, he did resist this year, 
in my Mazda crossover CX-5. We 
also resisted the touring laps this 
year—maybe next time, in a more 
appropriate vehicle! 

Though it was a little less festive 
atmosphere, the Mitty still surprises 
and delights. As before, I was struck 
by seeing the cars so close, on this 
track that takes the car and driver to 
immense heights, then quickly drops 
them into precipitous downhills in 
swooping curves and tight turns.  

Watching vintage and historic racing 
is a long, swooping, downhill track 
full of fun! 



2019, Honda Indy Grand Prix - Photos 
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“...the front of a 50-60 Porsche 

caravan that drove from the Bir-

mingham Porsche dealership to 

Barber Motorsports Park for 

the Indy Car races. With a spirit-

ed police escort leading the way. 

I was in the middle of the pack 

and Lindy [Kirkpatrick] was right 

behind me.”  

- Pete Mellin 

Photo Gallery  



Chin Track Days at Barber Motorsports Park and Road Atlanta - Photos 
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Photo Gallery  

Top and right: Enjoying the 

Chin Track days at Barber 

Motorsports Park 

Bottom: Some views from the 

Chin track day at Road Atlanta 
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2019 Events Calendar 

8th– 9th: Peachstate Region PCA - Drivers Education  Two-

day event at Road Atlanta 

 Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta, 5300 Winder 
Hwy, Braselton, GA  

15th– 16th: Alabama Region DE 

 Barber Motorsports Park 

20th: The Tin Top Restaurant & Oyster Bar 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 6232 Bon Secour Hwy, Bon Secour, AL 
36511 

22nd– 23rd: DE NOLA Motorsports 

 NOLA Motorsports Park, 11075 Nicolle 
Blvd, Avondale, LA 70094 

22nd: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00am 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 

June 

July 

13th: Southern Napa Wine Tasting 

 Daphne, Alabama 

18th: Manci's Antique Club 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 1715 Main St, Daphne, AL 36526 

21st- 28th: Porsche Parade 

 Boca Grande Beach, 301 3rd St W, Boca 
Grande, FL 33921 

27th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00am 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 

August 

15th: Von’s Bistro 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 69 St Michael St, Mobile, AL 36602 

24th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00am 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 

Please visit SONPCA website at http://son.pca.org/calendars.htm or the Zone 12 PCA website at https://zone12.pca.org/calendar/  

https://ala.pca.org/hpde-details/
https://shop.southernnapa.com/
https://porscheparade.org/


19th: El Papi 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 615 Dauphin St, Mobile, AL 36602 

21st– 22nd: Peachstate Region PCA - Drivers Education 

Two day event at Road Atlanta 

28th: Autocross 

 Location TBD 

28th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00pm 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 
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2019 Events Calendar 

1st: Mississippi Run 

17th: Locals 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 410 Fairhope Ave, Fairhope, AL 36532 

19th: Fall 41 Run 

19th: Autocross 

 7:30am-1:30pm 

 Pace High School, 4065 Norris Rd., Pace, FL 
32571 

19th– 20th: Alabama Region DE 

25th-27th: Oktoberfast Club race at Daytona 

26th: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00pm 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 

September October 

November 

16th: Autocross 

 Location TBD 

16th-17th: DE NOLA Motorsports 

 NOLA Motorsports Park, 11075 Nicolle 
Blvd, Avondale, LA 70094 

21st: Kai Restaurant 

 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 5045 Cottage Hill Rd, Mobile, AL 36609 

23rd: Pensacola Cars & Coffee 

 8:00am-10:00pm 

 Gander Outdoors parking lot, 1220 Airport 
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 

December 

7th: Autocross 

 Pace High School (Requested) 

14th: Christmas Luncheon 

 Location TBD 

Please visit SONPCA website at http://son.pca.org/calendars.htm or the Zone 12 PCA website at https://zone12.pca.org/calendar/  

https://ala.pca.org/hpde-details/


Mirroring the PCA mission…SONPCA’s main mission is to heighten the Porsche owning and driving experiences, 

which we accomplish by meeting a number of objectives: 

• To promote the highest standards of courtesy and safety on the roads  

• To enjoy and share good will and fellowship engendered by owning a Porsche  

• To establish mutually beneficial relationships with Porsche owners, affiliates, dealers and our sponsors  

• To exchange ideas with other Porsche Regions and Zones 

• To establish mutually cooperative relationships with other sports car clubs  

Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America 

SONPCA Board Members 

President—Wally Lindenmuth 

Vice President—Kevin Marshall 

Membership Chair & Facebook Coordinator—Stephen Pearce 

Newsletter Editor—Amy Boring 

Treasurer—Lindy Kirkpatrick 

Webmaster—Keith Boring 

Track Chair and Safety Steward—Bob Langham 

Secretary and Former President—Pete Mellin 

Alabama Region Representative—Ben Powell 

Dealer Liason—Joey Dumas 

SONPCA Links 

Sonnenschein PCA website: http://son.pca.org/ 

Sonnenschein PCA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1514995305391456/ 

Sonnenschein PCA Twitter: https://twitter.com/Sonpca 

PCA Links 

Zone 12 website: https://zone12.pca.org/ 

PCA website: https://www.pca.org/ 

Contact us at: https://form.jotform.us/70835118265154 

http://son.pca.org/

