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This Month’s Cover: 
2015 Rolex 24 at Daytona: Action Saturday evening with the GTLM factory #911 RSR & Corvette C7.R behind.  (Photo: Editor) 

 
 
 

 

 
Wally Lindenmuth 

 

March 17, 2015 at 11 AM Central time is when entries open for the 60th Porsche Parade, 

which will be held in French Lick, Indiana.   I have been doing my homework and will have my 

campground reservation made and my entry in when registration opens.  There are other motels in the area 

beside the host Hotels so do a little looking on the Internet.   French Lick is only about 600 miles from the Gulf 

Coast and easy one-day drive.  I hope we have a few folks go from our region; it is a lot of fun and you get to 

meet a lot of nice Porsche owners from around the country.  The dates for Parade are June 21- 27th.   If 

anyone would like help in signing up please let me or Pete Mellin know and we will help you out.  The entry 

can be a little over whelming for the first timer.  I am guessing that one of tours will be a trip to the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and maybe a lap around the track. 

Well we have started off the New Year with a bang.  We had a great Autocross in Robertsdale, AL. on the 14th.  

I will not schedule it next year on Valentine’s Day.  I have heard about that from enough folks.  I opened up the 

course a little and the faster cars were able to show us the way around. 

mailto:clemons605@yahoo.com
mailto:peter.mellin@att.net
mailto:spearceus@bellsouth.net
mailto:boringk@cox.net
mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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On a sad note I was babysitting my daughter’s dog that weekend and I made the mistake of letting her out 

without the leash.  She got away and was hit by a car on the morning of the 14th but we did not find out about 

it until the 23rd.  

We have an Autocross coming up at Pace High School on March 28th I hope we have a good turn out this will 

be a new location for us.  It is a large parking lot that is wide-open with no obstacles.    

I would also like to welcome Mike Toth who some of you know.  Mike is now the Porsche Sales Manager at 

Dean McCrary Porsche and from what I understand has a few things up his sleeve for events during the next 

year.    

Wally Lindenmuth 

wflinden2@aol.com    251-979-1830        

Results from the February 14 Sonnenschein Autocross at Robertsdale, AL  

I was hoping for a few more cars would come out the weather started out cold but it warmed up nicely.  I 

opened up the course this time to give the more powerful cars a chance.  Joey you should have been there. 

Our next event will be a Pace High School on March 28, 2015 so come on out and have some real fun.  

Results:   1. Bob Langham   2012 Cayman R          fast time                                 52.51 sec. 

     2. Ron Martin 2005   911                         fast time         53.03 sec. 

     3. Pablo Concepcion   1996  993      fast time      53.04 sec. 

     4. Bill Blair  2015 WRX STI                      fast time               53.72 sec. 

     5. Kathy Morey  2014 Boxster S              fast time      54.39 sec. 

     6. Wally Lindenmuth 2012 Cayman R  fast time      54.69 sec. 

     7. Teri Hart  2001 Boxster S                   fast time       54.77 sec. 

     8. Barbra Martin  2005 911       fast time      55.50 sec. 

     9. Pete Mellin   2014  991         fast time      57.24 sec. 

     10.  Ben Pearce   BMW       fast time      57.64 sec. 

     11. Jon Dawson  914        fast time       58.23 sec. 

I want to thank everyone who helped out.  Steve Pearce came out and did our timing.  We had some first 

timers who did well and a couple of second timers that once they found the course did real well.  Thanks to 

Bob Langham for letting me drive his car it gave me the desire to go out and get a new Cayman. 

Photos from Autocross 2/14/15 at Robertsdale, AL 
(Photos:  Editor) 

mailto:wflinden2@aol.com
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Above:  Bob Langham’s #6 Cayman R.       

  

  

 
 

Above:  Ron Martin’s #7 Carrera 
 

Below:  Kathy Morey and her Boxster S 
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William Blair and his Subaru WRX STI 

 
 

Below:  Jon Dawson and his Porsche 914 

 
Below:  Pete Mellin and his 911 Carrera S (991) 
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Ben Pearce and his BMW 3 Series 

Below:  Teri Hart and her Boxster S 

 
Below:  Pablo Concepcion and his 911 Carrera (993) 
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2015 Rolex 24 at Daytona 
Article & Photos: Editor 

 

Wally Lindenmuth, Stephen Pearce and I made the journey to Daytona International Speedway in Wally’s well-
appointed and comfy RV for the 53rd Rolex 24 at Daytona January 24 & 25.  We left Pensacola just after 6 PM 
Friday night (when??!) and made the drive through constant drizzle and the occasional rain shower.  We 
stopped at a rest area at 2 AM, about 60 miles north of Daytona, for some shut-eye and got up early to get the 
RV parked at the track infield around 8 AM.  It was still raining and windy, but it cleared shortly thereafter and 
by noon it was sunny and quite pleasant.  Start time for the race was 2:10 PM, so it was excellent timing for 
the weather to turn nice.  We all had passes to get to the garage area and took advantage of that before the 
race started to get some great close-up action of the cars & teams getting their last minute preps done. 
 
Daytona lets you get to the grid as the cars are brought out before the race start, and to go out on the track to 
experience first hand the wicked banking.  You can’t really appreciate how steep the banking is until you’re 
actually on the track.  But you can get a good idea of it from the photo below:   
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We went to the grandstands to watch the race start and the first few laps.  It’s an excellent vantage point for 
an overview as you can watch almost all the action on the track, although you’re fairly distant from much of 
the track.  By now it was after 3 PM and we were hungry for some lunch, so we made the trek back to the RV 
for some excellent burgers on the grill and a brief rest before heading back to the track action. 
 
For those unfamiliar with the Rolex 24 racing format, the race is part of IMSA’s (International Motor Sports 
Association) Tudor United SportsCar Championship (USSC).  The USSC was formed in 2014 by the merger of 
the two previous premier North American sports car racing series, the American Le Mans Series and Grand Am 
Road Racing.  There are four racing classes in the USSC:  Two styles of cars, and two classes in each.  The car 
styles are Prototype and GT, and the classes are per driver type, Pro and Pro-Am.  That gives you the 
Prototype (P) class (Pro), Prototype Challenge (PC) class (Pro-Am), GT Le Mans (GTLM) class (Pro), and finally 
GT Daytona (GTD) class (Pro-Am).  This results in a racing field that is quite diversified in both car and driver 
capabilities, which makes for dynamic, exciting racing.  During the race, it’s easy to follow who’s in what 
position due to a system on the cars called the “Leader Light System”.  Check out the photo below—that’s the 
#10 Corvette Daytona Prototype (P class) of Wayne Taylor Racing (and yes, I’m also an out-of-the-closet 
Corvette fan, and the new Corvette DP’s look & sound awesome!).  There is an illuminated “2” just aft of the 
driver’s head.  This is the Leader Light and indicates what position the car is in its class.  The lights for P and 
GTLM cars are in red, and are blue for the PC and GTD cars.  It makes it very easy to follow who’s where and 
whoever devised this needs to be commended! 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
Back to the race.  I wandered around the track for different viewing positions thru the remainder of the 
afternoon and early evening, and settled in on one small grandstand area close to the track near the 
horseshoe turn of the infield portion of the track, which then continued on to turn 1 of the main Daytona 
track.  This was a great viewing area as you got see close action thru the horseshoe, and then, if you’re on the 
top row of the grandstand, you could do a 180 and see the cars on the high speed banked portion of the track.  
Best of both worlds!  A spent a number of hours there and caught some great racing.  And met up with 
another Club member, Pete Mellin, who had driven down in his 911S and was parked in the Porsche Corral.  At 
10 PM Saturday night, there was an awesome fireworks display. 
 
The race for most of the entire 24 hours was ultra-competitive, especially in the P and GTLM classes.  In GTLM, 
there was a constant battle for the first 5 places between the Porsche RSR’s (the 2 factory Porsches, #’s 911 & 
912 and the only other RSR, the #17 Falken team car), the Corvette C7.R’s, the BMW Z4 GTE’s, the Ferrari F458 
Italia, and the Aston Martin Vantage V8.  Great stuff!!  The Porsches were constantly in the hunt for 1st or 2nd 
place, until the unthinkable happened late at night, somewhere around 1 or 2 AM I believe.   
 
Here’s a synopsis of what occurred from Porsche Motorsports North America: 
 
“The battle at the top continued into the night. Thanks to a perfect race strategy and with the help of 
numerous safety car phases, the 911 RSR that had fallen back shortly after the start battled through the order 
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to run in the same lap as the leader, with both Porsche North America entries within striking distance of the 
podium in second and third shortly after midnight. But then came the setback that would dash all hopes of the 
most successful manufacturer in the history of Daytona with 22 overall and 76 class victories: While 
attempting to overtake a slower competitor in the GT Daytona (GTD) class, Earl Bamber (number 912) drove 
on to the damp grass while entering the second corner after the finish straight, lost control of his car and slid 
into the car of Marc Lieb (number 911) who was just turning into the following right-hander. Both 911 RSR 
cars were badly damaged. Repairs to the #912 car cost 18 laps, with the #911 vehicle losing 82 laps. By Sunday 
morning, the 911 RSR with the starting number 912 had managed to climb the ranks to fourth place only to be 
hampered by a transmission problem, which caused the team to withdraw the vehicle as a precaution.   After 
the collision threw the factory-911 contenders down the field, the Falken Tire customer team’s 911 RSR 
stepped into the breach. With works drivers Wolf Henzler and Patrick Long at the helm, the 2014 Petit Le 
Mans winning car also put in a strong performance, moving into the lead in the first race hour and eventually 
settling in amongst the front pack. On Sunday morning, Patrick Long took the wheel from Wolf Henzler and 
held on to second place for quite some time, only to have engine damage herald an early end to their race, as 
well. 
 
Quotes after the race: 
Dr. Frank-Steffen Walliser, Porsche Head of Motorsport: “This was a very difficult race with a disappointing 
result for us. There is nothing to gloss over. We performed well over much of the distance, but unfortunately 
we couldn’t turn this into a good result. We were also hampered by unexpected technical problems. We can’t 
blame the drivers for the accident, things like this happen. It’s just a shame that we dashed all our chances 
through this. The fact that two 911 GT America took podium results in the GTD class shows that the teams 
performed consistently and fought hard. Still, we leave this weekend with a bitter aftertaste.” Patrick Pilet 
(911 RSR #911): “When we were in the lead I was beginning to think we might win. But you also need a great 
deal of luck in a 24-hour race. It wasn’t our day and it wasn’t the result we had expected. Still, the 
championship is not yet lost.” Marc Lieb (911 RSR #911): “Of course it’s really disappointing how the race 
went for us. We were going well but then there was the unfortunate situation that should never happen, but it 
did. It cost both cars the race. But there’s no point complaining, we simply have to look ahead. It was 
definitely great fun to be back at the wheel of a GT car and to contest Daytona. The 911 RSR is simply a great 
race car.” Nick Tandy (911 RSR #911): “The positive thing is that we were doing really well up until the 
incident. We didn’t imagine it would end like this, but we still finished in fifth and eighth and that earns us 
important points towards the championship. And we have to settle for this today.”  Frédéric Makowiecki (911 
RSR #912): “I’m proud of the whole team. It’s incredible what the mechanics and engineers achieved during 
this race. We had a fast car and our strategy was good. It’s a pity we weren’t rewarded for this. Prior to the 
accident we had the speed to run at the top and that makes me confident for the rest of the season.” Jörg 
Bergmeister (911 RSR #912): “The qualifying was much tougher compared to the pre-race tests and we 
experienced problems with the handling. But the car ran very well in the race. Despite the problems shortly 
after the start, we fought our way up and even after the accident we were back in fourth. That would have 
yielded some decent points. Still, last year in Daytona we didn’t do so well with the #912 car but then went on 
to win at Sebring. That has to be our aim this time.” Earl Bamber (911 RSR #912): “Well that’s not how I 
expected my first Daytona race with the 911 RSR to go. The collision with Marc was a chain of unfortunate 
circumstances. I’m sorry that it caused such consequences. Up to that point we were going strong and as a 
team we deserved a better result. Now we have to take our chance at Sebring.”    
 
I got back to Wally’s RV in time for the fireworks, and then tried to get some shut-eye.  Difficult to do (at least 
for me!) with ear plugs in and with the track noise still pretty loud.  But I did manage to get in a few hours of 
sleep, then it was up for some coffee and over to the Porsche Corral at 7 AM for our stint representing 
Sonnenschein from 8 to 10 AM.  We brought probably 16 dozen Krispy Kreme donuts, 6 or 7 cases of honey 
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buns, and a bunch of snack bars.  The donuts were gone by 9 AM! 
 
It was then back to the track for more action.  Due to the Porsches’ poor luck during the night, the GTLM 
battle came down to the #3 Corvette C7.R and the #25 BMW Z4 GTE; the Corvette won by the slightest of 
times: 0.478 seconds, a pretty remarkable margin after 24 hours of racing!  The #4 Corvette came in 3rd, but 
was 7 laps down.  In the DP class, there was more intense action with the #02 Ford EcoBoost winning over the 
#5 Corvette by 1.333 seconds, another amazingly close finish.  The #10 Corvette (the car in the photo above) 
came in 3rd, but, after the race, was penalized by IMSA and given last place overall as one of the drivers had 
exceeded the 4-hour driving time limit by a few minutes.  Bad miscalculation by the team and a very costly 
penalty.  However, it meant that the #3 Corvette moved up to 4th in the overall standings, which is impressive 
for a GTLM car.  
 
In another bizarre event that occurred during the night, Magnus Racing crewmembers found a dead opossum 
in the trunk of the team’s the # 44 Porsche 911 GT America (GTD class) hours after the car was parked 
because of an oil leak early Sunday.  However, after initial reports that the car wouldn’t be able to return to 
the race, it did.  
“They’ve posthumously named the opossum ‘Ballast,’” driver Andy Lally tweeted before returning to the track. 
“Sad but I think we should put him back in to take the checker.” 
Lally said he felt a thump while driving at 5 a.m., but didn’t realize he’d hit anything until crewmembers 
opened the front-mounted trunk of the Porsche and discovered the body around 9 a.m. 
“It came through the front end of my car, through the tub, ripped through the rivets and ended up in the 
trunk,” said Lally, an animal rights activist. “I guess it’s ironic that it happened to me. Sad day for the possum, 
sad day for Magnus Racing.” 
By the time Lally returned to the track, Ballast the opossum was tweeting, apparently from opossum heaven. 
“I’m all over that #44, literally,” @BallastPossum tweeted. He also had a hashtag: #avengeballast. 
Despite the fateful incident, Lally and teammates John Potter, Marco Seefried and Martin Ragginger finished 
the race in 11th in the GTD class. 
Apparently Ballast approved:  “Remember Safety Town School, where they teach youngsters to look both 
ways before x-ing the street?” @BallastPossum tweeted. “Yeah, I skipped that day. #avengeballast” 
It was then time to pack up and hit the road for the trip home, which was uneventful if not long.  It was a great 
weekend and I’ll be looking forward to next year and hopefully a better showing from the Porsches. 
 
I’ve included some photos below of some of the action. 
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Above:  The #911 RSR hitting the gators, then in 2nd place in GTLM, just behind the Ferrari F458 in 1st place. 
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Above:  Saturday night twilight setting in 

 
Above:  GTLM battles with the #911 RSR, Corvette C7.R, and the BMW Z4 GTE just visible behind the Corvette 
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Above:  The #17 Falken RSR, the only other RSR in the race and the only non-factory RSR 

 
Above:  More awesome GTLM action with the RSR, the C7.R, and the Ferrari F458 running a very close 1, 2, and 3 



16 

 

 
Above:  The #911 RSR at speed on the Daytona high banks 

 
Above:  Nighttime action on the high banks 



17 

 

 
Above:  Early Sunday morning, just after 7 AM with Pete (left with red cap) helping to set up the Porsche flag poles at 

the Corral. That’s Stephen (L) and Wally (R) with the vests on, “supervising”.  Hmmmm… 

 
Above:  Sunday around 0700 with some early risers inside the Porsche Corral tent 
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Above:  Your overall race winner #02 Ford EcoBoost DP, trying to get around the #31 Corvette DP 

 
Above:  Your winner in GTLM, the #3 Corvette C7.R, and an impressive 4th overall 
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The most fun you can have and still run for office someday 
Article: Pete Mellin; Photos: Editor & Pete 

 

The grin extends from ear to ear, and remains long enough to cause some facial discomfort. Additionally, gas 
mileage came in at 7 (seven) mpg. Accelerated tire wear was noted, and the car is covered in track dust and 
brake pad dust, with sprinklings of track rubber. These, however, were small inconveniences for a wonderful 
PCA Driver Education event at NOLA Motorsports Park.    
 
By way of background, this was my first DE since our region discontinued them in 2004 after Hurricane Ivan 
took a toll on our track at Bronson Field in the Blue Angel Recreation area. No records were kept of my DE solo 
events back then, so for the NOLA DE I was placed in the Blue run group, hoping to earn a Blue Solo sign off. 
This made it almost like my first DE, and I wondered how my 65-year-old reflexes and coordination would do.  
 
For those of you thinking of giving DE events a try, I'm here to tell you my back-in-the-saddle experience could 
not have been handled better. Registration, check-in, and tech inspection sign-off were non-events. Most 
importantly, my instructor was fantastic, giving me encouragement and guidance when I needed it, and 
staying quiet when I didn't. We discussed everything I needed to know - how to stage (line-up) before the 
event, course worker flags, hand signals for passing, correct lines through a corner, braking points, and even 
how to exit the track (on purpose). And since I didn't always catch on the first time, we would discuss them 
again. 
 
The day started with a driver meeting to review track rules and meet our instructors. Then we headed to our 
cars for track time. We had three run groups, running in the same sequence all day, for 30-minute sessions. 
There was time between sessions to chat with other drivers in my run group, and I learned some things from 
them. By day's end each group had received five 30-minute track sessions. And I was completely worn out, but 
grinning. 
 
What I especially liked about my instructor was that he gradually took me well outside my comfort zone 
concerning handling and braking (I've been driving Porsches for 35-40 years, and I had no idea a 2014 Carrera 
S could perform as it did, especially with a ham fisted driver at the controls). In corners he encouraged higher 
entry speeds, and on exiting, adding power sooner than I thought prudent. Sensing my doubts, he always 
reminded me I had plenty of grip left, and he was always right.  
 
The brakes on this car left me speechless, especially at the end of the main straight in front of the 
grandstands, where he kept nudging me to stay on the throttle longer. Of course, the longer you accelerate, 
the greater your speed, and the less distance you have for braking. On the third session I finally agreed to 
brake where he recommended (instead of halfway down the straight, where I was comfortable). So we were 
accelerating through about 130 mph when I hit the brakes. Of course, my eyeballs were the size of trashcan 
lids, and I probably stopped breathing. The car decelerated like we had just thrown out two big anchors, and 
to my complete astonishment, we slowed enough and went blasting through Turn 1, with him whacking me on 
the shoulder and saying, "See, I told you!!”. Of course I was so elated (and amazed) that I completed messed 
up Turn 2, and he just said, "No problem, go get'em on Turn 3. And I did. As the day progressed I became 
much more comfortable driving the car at my limits, and my skill level improved significantly. But for the rest 
of the day, on Turn 1 braking, my eyeballs never did return to their normal size, although I did resume 
breathing.  
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Sonnenschein members Roger Gilmore was there in his track-prepared 951, as was Greg Kuhlmann in his 
Carrera 4S. Interestingly, Greg had the same instructor as me, and that instructor (Gary Scheffler) also worked 
with Kathy Morey when she was over there earlier. Gary says he likes Sonnenschein folks. 
 
Now for the most important part - dinner. After Roger's track day we were starving for pizza, and found the 
(possibly) world's best at Mo's Pizza, 1112 Avenue H, Westwego, LA. For $5 I got a 2-day supply of delicious 
pizza, which just kind of went with the whole good weekend. You can thank me later. 
 
In summary, PCA DE events are the safest, easiest, and most fun way to learn how to drive your car to your 
limits. Like they say on the Mardi Gras Region website, "This is the most fun you can have and still run for 
office someday." 
 
Here are some photos: 
 

 
Here’s Pete starting to enter the final hairpin before the front straight. 
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And pulling some G’s thru the hairpin! 

 
Here’s Roger about to exit the hairpin (Photo: Pete). 
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And here’s Greg enjoying that same challenging corner! (Photo: Pete) 

 
 
 
 
 

Cayman GT4 
Editor 

I’m sure many of you are now aware of the newest Porsche has been revealed, the GT4.  It appears to be quite 

a mean machine!  Significantly, the reports of the demise of the clutch have been premature.  I’ve provided a 

nice write-up from Car & Driver, along with some very interesting links below, from Porsche.  Check them 

out…Oh, and make sure you have the volume turned UP! 

Here’s a great ad.  Check out the drawings of the Nurburgring seen at a few different locations: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GmLnDmBW10  

This one is all about the track:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC-ZQmkxBwk  

Here’s the “James Bond” approach to discovering the GT4:  http://link.porsche.com/cayman-gt4/yt2      

And finally, in case you missed it in the PCA E-Brake News 2/10/15, here’s a link to a great 20 minute video 

interview with Andreas Preuninger, head of GT cars at Porsche Motorsport.  It’s definitely worth a look & 

listen!   https://www.pca.org/news/2015-02-04/video-porsches-head-gt-cars-shares-details-cayman-gt4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GmLnDmBW10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC-ZQmkxBwk
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Flink.porsche.com%2Fcayman-gt4%2Fyt2&redir_token=RMey-A6sxS-WXKMD71xXvIUGWEx8MTQyMzQ4ODUzMEAxNDIzNDAyMTMw
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From Car & Driver, February 2015 

 

Hear that? It’s the sound of the Porsche 911’s pedestal cracking. The plinth on which Porsche has ensconced 

the 911, safe from threats like the 914, 944, and, most recently, the mid-engine Cayman, has been heretofore 

unassailable. Browse the spec sheets of the 911 and the Cayman, and like models such as the S and GTS are 

carefully and conspicuously separated by their engine outputs, the 911 always coming out on top. With the new 

Cayman GT4, Porsche is for the first time allowing one of its lesser vehicles to encroach on the 911’s space. And 

what a glorious encroachment it has turned out to be. 

We could talk about the wild aerodynamic bits and Porsche dropping barriers between its models, but we’ll get 

straight to the most important GT4 fact: 385 horsepower. With that output, the GT4 finally marries the 

outstanding Cayman chassis not only with a level of power it deserves, but a level of power it is capable of 

handling. Sure, the lab coats in Stuttgart have spent more than 50 years telling physics they “can’t even” and 

somehow gifting the 911’s far-from-ideal ass-engined layout something resembling docility, but a mid-engine 

sports car is inherently better balanced. 

 

 

In the GT4, power comes from a variant of the 911 Carrera S’s 3.8-liter flat six. The engine is the biggest 

available in the Cayman lineup, and it’s 45-hp stronger than the GTS model’s 3.4-liter six. The suspension, 

according to Porsche, “consists almost entirely of components of the 911 GT3,” and combined with a 1.2-inch-

lower ride height and dynamic transmission mounts, should improve on the Cayman’s already impeccable 

chassis performance. Porsche certainly used the GT3 for inspiration when it came time to design the GT4’s wild 

aerodynamic kit, which includes a huge fixed rear wing and a deep chin spoiler; the front fascia’s trio of cooling 

inlets also mimics the GT3 look. 

Carbon-ceramic brakes are optional, as are carbon-fiber seat shells and a version of Porsche’s Sport Chrono 

lap-timer package with a new performance-tracking smartphone app. Standard gear includes leather and faux-

http://www.caranddriver.com/porsche/911
http://www.caranddriver.com/porsche/cayman
http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/porsche/911-gt3
http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
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suede sport seats, a sport steering wheel, and—unlike the 911 GT3—a six-speed manual transmission. Oh yes, 

eat your hearts out, GT3 early adopters. 

 
 With nearly the same output as the 911 Carrera S but the same hard-core focus as the 

911 GT3, the Cayman GT4 should easily outperform most of the 911 lineup. Porsche 

claims the newest Cayman can hit 183 mph and sprint from zero to 60 mph in just 4.2 

seconds. That acceleration figure is, like all of Porsche’s performance estimates, almost 

comically conservative. Our 325-hp long-term 2014 Cayman S reaches 60 mph in 4.2 

seconds, and while Porsche hasn’t outlined specifics regarding the GT4’s weight, it’ll 

likely weigh less than any other Cayman. Figure on a sub-four-second zero-to-60 run 

once we strap our test gear to the car, considering we achieved 4.2 with a manual-

equipped Cayman S. 

Even swiping its suspension components from the GT3, the GT4 won’t exceed that 911’s 

on-track heroics. We’re told the GT4 matches the GT3’s 7 minute, 40 second 

Nürburgring lap time—the 2011 GT3’s, that is. Hey, Porsche, did you think we wouldn’t 

notice that the GT4’s 3.8-liter six makes 400 horsepower in the Carrera S, or that fitting 

the GT3’s PDK dual-clutch automatic could make the GT4 even quicker? Yet despite 

Porsche’s continued efforts to stymie the Cayman’s ultimate potential, the GT4—which 

will hit U.S. dealerships in July—creates a total mess for the GT3. That’s because at 

$85,595, the GT4 is nearly $50,000 cheaper than the GT3, and it comes with the 

manual so many enthusiasts pined for when the GT3 launched without one. Which 

would you choose as your track toy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/2014-porsche-cayman-s-long-term-test-review
http://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/2014-porsche-cayman-s-long-term-test-review
http://www.caranddriver.com/photo-gallery/2015-porsche-cayman-gt4-photos-and-info-news
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* RONALD FRANKS – Theodore, AL  2008 BOXSTER S 

 

* TIM BRYAN – PENSACOLA, FL  2014 CAYENNE 

 

* JOHN HOBAN – PENSACOLA BEACH, FL  2002 BOXSTER S 

 

     * ARTHUR ROBINSON – MOBILE, AL  2006 911 CARRERA S 
 

* ROBIN HERR – GULF BREEZE, FL  2012 911 CARRERA 

 

* CHRIS CICCHINE– DAPHNE, AL  1983 911 SC CABRIOLET 

 

* CLIFF SCHORNAK– NAVARRE, FL  2001 BOXSTER 
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WITH PRIZES!! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Ferdinand Porsche Sr. (left) and his son, Dr. Ferdinand Anton Ernst “Ferry” Porsche, age 28, in 1937 

 

 

HERE’S THE DEAL (and see Rules & Regulations below for more details):  The FIRST* person to email me 

(Roger Gilmore, ryc940@gmail.com) with the correct answer will have their choice of 1 of 2 prizes:  $25 cash, 

or TWO free passes to the Club’s Autocrosses.  (*See Rules & Regulations below.) 

***IMPORTANT RULES CHANGE*** 
There are NO the online search restrictions.  You can use ANY source that you wish to answer the question.  
Now THAT makes it EASY!! 
 

!!WINNER!! 

We had a winner for January’s Trivia Question!  I received a number of correct answers from club members 

and then held a drawing to determine the winner…who was PETE CONGIUNDI!  It was a rollover prize, and 

Pete, knowing that there were multiple correct entries, graciously split his prize:  He elected to receive $25 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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instead of $50, and I then held another drawing from the remaining correct entries for 2 more prizes, 1 free 

Autocross pass for each person.  The two additional winners were RON WOOD & PABLO CONCEPCION.   

JANUARY’S TRIVIA QUESTION AND CORRECT ANSWER: 

Question:  Why is Porsche’s 2 seat convertible sports car called the “Boxster”? 

Answer:  It is a combination of 2 items:  The first part comes from the horizontally opposed 6-cylinder 

configuration (i.e., each pair of cylinders is 180 degrees apart), known as a “boxer” engine and also known as 

an “H6”.  Boxer engines got this curious name because each pair of pistons moves simultaneously in and out, 

like boxers clashing their gloved fists together before a fight (i.e., in technical terms, in a stroke cycle, each 

opposing pair of pistons are at top dead center and bottom dead center at the same time, rather than 

alternately).  The second part is from “roadster”, the international term used to describe a two-seat 

convertible car. 

The correct answer will have included both the “boxer” and “roadster” information, along with at least a 

partial description of what “boxer” means. 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S QUESTION 

 
This time it’s a bit more difficult! 

 
 

  Answer these questions about Porsche’s famous company logo: 

 1. What 2 Coats of Arms make up the logo? 

 2. Dr. Porsche met with another person when the logo was etched out.  Who 

was this person, why was he important, and where and when did this meeting 

occur?  

The winning answer will include at least 4 of the 6 elements of the 

correct answer. 
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Rules & Regulations 

1. How to Play:  Email your answer to the Trivia Question to the Sonnenschein Porsche Club of America (PCA) Newsletter Editor at 

ryc940@gmail.com.  You may use any search or research tool to find the answer to the Trivia Question. 

2. Prizes:  There will be only one correct entry per Trivia Question.  The winner will have the choice between $25 cash delivered via 

check from Sonnenschein PCA, or two free passes to a Sonnenschein PCA Autocross, which will be valid for one year from the month 
of issue and will NOT be transferrable to another person.  The chosen prize will be mailed to the winner. 

3. Eligibility:  Contest is open to all current members in good standing of Sonnenschein PCA.  Participants must be 18 years of age 

or older.  Sonnenschein PCA Board Members and their immediate family members are NOT eligible to participate.  

4. Entry Deadline:  All entries will be considered up until publication of the subsequent Newsletter issue, or until a winner is 

announced. 

5. Selection of Winner:  The FIRST entry received that is correct will be the winner.  If more than one correct entry is received 

within a 24-hour period of the first correct entry, a drawing will be held by the Newsletter Editor to determine the winner.   
Some answers may be subjective in nature and the Newsletter Editor will be the sole judge in determining the correct entry, if any.   
If no correct entries are received prior to publication of the subsequent Newsletter edition, the prizes will be rolled over to the next 
Trivia Question.  The winner will be recognized by a general information email sent to Sonnenschein PCA members and in the 
subsequent months Newsletter, along with the correct answer. 

6. General Terms:  Void where prohibited or restricted by law.  Sonnenschein PCA is the sponsor of this contest.  By participating in 

the contest, entrants agree to comply with these official rules, the sponsor’s interpretation of them and the decisions made by the 
sponsor in matters relating to the contest.  
Sonnenschein PCA is not responsible for incomplete, lost, stolen, unclear, misdirected or late entries. Any applicable taxes are the 
sole responsibility of the winner.  Sonnenschein PCA reserves the right in its sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend 
the contest. Entrants agree to indemnify and hold harmless the sponsor from any and all liability resulting or arising from the 
contest, to release all rights to bring any claim, action or proceeding against the sponsor, and hereby acknowledge that the sponsor 
has neither made nor is in any manner responsible or liable for any warranty, representation or guarantee, express or implied, in 
fact or in law, relative to the prize. 

7. Ownership of Entries:  All entries become the property of Sonnenschein PCA and will not be returned. Each contest entrant 

consents to the use of his or her name, voice, statements and trivia answers, or any portion thereof, in connection with the contest, 
and in any and all media and manner, now or hereafter known, in perpetuity without compensation.  
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(THE TECHNICAL NOTES…) 

 

 
 

THIS ISSUE:  BRAKES (OR, HOW TO CHANGE SPEED TO HEAT) 
(From your Editor) 

 

Pedal to the metal and you’ve gotten your flat-six up to highway speed of 75 MPH in a very short time.  But 

now it’s time to exit the highway and with a stop sign fast approaching you need to slow down in short order.  

Traveling at 75 MPH in a car results in huge amounts energy, kinetic energy to be more precise, and all this 

energy has to go somewhere if you are going to slow down and come to a stop.  Your brakes will ensure that is 

done safely and quickly.   

 

We’ll explore some of the basics of how your brakes work, but first it is interesting to note that kinetic energy 

(essentially the energy of a body in motion) is not a linear relationship.  The amount of energy you have 

traveling at 60 MPH is much more than doubling the energy if you were traveling at 30 MPH.  The equation 

below is used to calculate kinetic energy (“Ek”), where “m” is mass and “v” is velocity. 

 
Here are examples of the kinetic energy of a 3000-pound Porsche traveling at various speeds.  The energy 

units are in joules, but what is important is to see just how much more energy is involved as you increase 

speed: 

1.  10 MPH  13,600 j 

2.  30 MPH  122,353 j 

3.  60 MPH  489,411 j 

4.  75 MPH  764,706 j 

Quite a difference, eh?  It’s pretty apparent that your brakes need to dissipate really huge amounts of energy 

and do this in a safe, reliable manner.  At track or racing speeds it becomes an even more challenging issue. 

 

Modern car brakes use hydraulics to help achieve the necessary force to get rid of all that kinetic energy.  
There’s no way you could ever generate enough force with your one leg muscle and a simple mechanical 
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linkage to get rid of all that energy at 75 MPH.  Using hydraulics, you can do that as it enables you to multiply 
the force of your leg.  That's why brakes use hydraulics: a system of fluid-filled pipes that can multiply force 
and transmit it easily from one place to another. 

An important principle of hydraulics and fluids is something called Pascal’s Law.  It is this concept that gives 

hydraulics its force multiplication.  It’s also the same principle that a floor jack uses (and a lot of other tools 

and systems).   

 

Here’s a cartoon drawing of a simple hydraulic press which demonstrates Pascal’s Law: 

 

ABOVE:  A force F1 is applied to a small piston of area A1. The pressure is transmitted through a liquid to a 
larger piston of area A2.  Pascal’s Law states that the pressure will be the SAME throughout all of the fluid.  
Since the pressure is the same on both sides, the force F2 is larger than F1 by the difference in area of the 
larger piston, A2.  If the area of the larger piston is 10 times that of the smaller one, the force at the larger 
piston will be 10 times that of the smaller piston.   

OK!   Enough of the theory stuff!!   

We’ll move on a take a closer look of your actual braking system.  When you press on the brake pedal, your 
foot moves a lever that forces a piston into a long, narrow cylinder filled with hydraulic fluid. As the piston 
plunges into the cylinder, it squirts hydraulic fluid out through a long and narrow pipe at the end (much like 
squirting a syringe). The narrow pipe feeds into much wider cylinders positioned next to the car's four brakes. 
Because the cylinders near the brakes are much wider than the one near the brake pedal, the force you 
originally applied is multiplied greatly, clamping the brakes hard to the wheels. 

Refer to the simplified cartoon schematic diagram below:  
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1. Your foot (1, obviously!) pushes on the brake pedal. 
2. As the pedal moves down, it pushes a lever (2, a kind of simple machine), increasing your pushing force. 
3. The lever pushes a piston (3, blue) into a narrow cylinder filled with hydraulic brake fluid (4, red). As the 

piston moves into the cylinder, it squeezes hydraulic fluid out of the end. 
4. The brake fluid squirts down a long, thin pipe until it reaches another cylinder at the wheel, which is much 

wider. 
5. When the fluid enters the cylinder, it pushes the piston in the wider cylinder (5, blue) with greatly increased 

force. 
6. The piston pushes the brake pad (7, green) toward the brake disc (8, gray). 
7. When the brake pad touches the brake disc, friction between the two generates heat. 
8. The friction slows down the outer wheel and tire, stopping the car. 
The brake pedal actually operates four separate hydraulic lines running to all four wheels. We're just showing 
one wheel here for simplicity. 

For automobiles, there are two types of brakes used today:  Disc and drum.  As Porsche only uses disc brakes, 
we’ll limit our discussion to how these units operate.  On the next page is an enlarged diagram of a disc brake 
setup for one wheel.  On the right, the brake hose contains the brake fluid for the hydraulic actuation.  The 
caliper assembly contains the hydraulic pistons and brake pads.  The brake disc, or rotor is attached to the axle 
and the wheel studs attach the wheel to it.  You’ll also see something called a bleed valve, more on that in a 
bit. 

Remember how much kinetic energy a vehicle has traveling at speed.  When you apply the brakes, the brake 
pads contact the rotor producing friction, which slows the vehicle.  The friction produces heat…LOTS of it, 
which is why the rotor has ventilation slots.  Some rotors are drilled to also dissipate heat quicker.  Check out 
the photo below of the #17 Falken 911 RSR, hard on the brakes, with the rotors glowing red-hot from the 
friction.  That’s A LOT of heat being produced! 
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I’m sure you have all heard of brake fade.  It’s caused by too much heat, which can result from excessive high 

speed braking, or from prolonged braking (as in traveling down a long mountain road).  One type of fade 

occurs from the brake pad reaching too high a temperature, which causes a breakdown of the pad material 

that subsequently releases gas. The gas then forms between the pad and rotor, reducing the amount of 

friction the brake can generate. In this case, you’d feel a firm brake pedal but have reduced braking capability, 

or “fade”.  Another type of fade causes a “spongy” brake pedal.  This is caused by water contamination of the 

brake fluid.  If water is present in the brake line near the caliper or at the piston, it will get very hot also…hot 

enough to boil the water, and you then do not have a liquid hydraulic system anymore as there is gas present:  

The steam from the water that boiled.  So when you step on the brake pedal, you are actually compressing the 

gas in the brake line, which is why the pedal will feel “spongy” or “squishy” and not firm. 

That brings up a very important point about your brake system:  The brake fluid.  This fluid needs to have a 

high boiling point and a constant viscosity over wide temperature ranges, but it is also hygroscopic, meaning it 

loves to attract moisture from the air.  The master cylinder has a reservoir that contains brake fluid.  You may 

notice that it has a high and low mark on it for the fluid.  If you notice your brake fluid level decreasing, it’s not 

because you’ve lost fluid (unless you had a catastrophic failure), but it is due to normal wear of your brakes.  

With new brakes, the pads are quite thick.  But these wear over time (and the rotors also to a lesser degree), 

which then means the caliper piston has to travel further to contact the rotor when you press on the brake 

pedal.  The increased travel means more fluid has to be used, and thus the decrease in the master cylinder 

reservoir.  The system is not totally closed, however, as a vacuum would build up in the master cylinder 

reservoir as the fluid decreased.  So, there is a small vent system built into the reservoir cap.  This means that, 

over time, atmospheric moisture can and WILL enter into the brake fluid.  Moisture can also enter by diffusing 

through the flexible rubber brake line hoses at the wheels.   That is why it is important to have your brake fluid 

changed every 1 to 2 years, and more frequently if you track your car. 

Recall the bleed valve in the brake diagram above. This is used in bleeding the brake system.  Opening the 

valve and stepping on the brakes will cause brake fluid to be released, or bleed out.  This is done when you 

change your brake fluid (to ensure all the fluid is changed out), and also must be done if any air has 

inadvertently gotten into the brake lines. 

Most car brakes today are power assisted, and the power typically comes from the vacuum produced by the 

intake system of the engine.  The vacuum assist can be seen as the large round object the master cylinder is 

attached to.  Here’s a link to a neat explanation and animation of how the vacuum booster works, courtesy of 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q26W1HCWOjk 

When braking, if your tires lose their friction contact with the pavement, your wheels lock and you can then 

be sliding or skidding in an uncontrolled manner.  This can be caused by braking too hard, or by braking on a 

slippery surface.  In modern cars, the advent of antilock braking systems (ABS) has greatly increased safety.  It 

is beyond the scope of this article to delve into ABS in detail, but I’ll provide a brief overview of how this 

system works.  Refer to the cartoon diagram below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q26W1HCWOjk
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There is a speed sensor at each wheel (in the cartoon, the gizmo on the right side of the wheel with the blue 

lines).  If the wheel locks, there will be no wheel rotation and the speed sensor detects this and transmits the 

signal electrically to the Electronic Control Unit (ECU).  The ECU then computes this, along with data from the 

other wheels, and sends a signal to a hydraulic modulator (just above the wheel in the cartoon) which varies 

the hydraulic pressure going to the wheel’s caliper, thus stopping the locking.  In real life, you can readily tell if 

the ABS is activated as the brake pedal will “pulse” rapidly and you can feel the pulsations with your foot. 

 

 

Although friction braking is almost universally done with today’s cars, an emerging technology called “KERS” 

will undoubtedly be entering into the mainstream market in the near future.  KERS stands for Kinetic Energy 

Recovery System.  There are different designs of these systems, but they all transform the kinetic energy of 

the vehicle (and thus help to slow it) into some type of storage to be used later.  Formula 1 and Le Mans 

Prototype cars have been using KERS in some manner for a number of years.  One type uses a 

generator/motor configuration with capacitors to store the electricity.  Another type is strictly mechanical.  

Volvo, for example, is refining a mechanical system that will likely soon appear on the road.  It essentially 

consists of a steel hub with a carbon fiber rotor weighing about 13 pounds and spins in a vacuum to minimize 

friction losses.  It is mechanically connected to the rear axle of a front wheel drive car via a special 

transmission.  A traditional gas engine powers the front axle.  Under braking, the gas engine shuts off, while 

kinetic energy is transferred from the rear wheels to the KERS and spins the rotor up to 60,000 RPM.  Upon 

acceleration, the energy in the spinning rotor is transferred back to the rear wheels.  Crazy!!   Here’s a picture 

of it: 
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************************************************************************************************** 

In the next issue we’ll discuss: 
 Who on Earth is RUDOLPH DIESEL and other ways of Pushing a Piston 

 
 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 

If you have a particular subject you’d like to see addressed in “DIE TECHNISCHEN HINWEISE”, or if you’d like to 

submit your own article, just let me know and send me an email at:  ryc940@gmail.com
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ALSO SEE THE EVENTS CALENDER ON THE CLUB’S WEBSITE! 

 

 

AUTOCROSS!!! 
These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course.  If you’ve never been to one, 

give it a try!  And don’t feel intimidated!  It is really just for fun and without exception everyone who’s been to 

their first one leaves with a huge grin on their face. 

I'd like to encourage you to come out and see how the autocross works, meet the other members, see the 
cars, help work the corners and timing table.  Bring your lawn chair; it's a fun time. Of course, we'd like for you 
to get out on the lot and practice your cornering and braking!  If you are a new member, this would be a great 
time to say hello. 
  
If you’re new to autocrossing and may want to participate, there are some basic items you’ll need to be aware 
of:  You will need a DOT approved helmet (motorcycle will suffice), closed-toed shoes, and seat belts.  To 
prepare your car, remove everything from the cockpit that may fly around during braking and cornering.  At 
the course, a Club tech inspector will check your lug nuts and under the hood to make sure that nothing is 
going to fly off the car. Think of your favorite number and we'll supply the painter's tape for you to mark your 
car, unless you have your own numbers.  It's not a race; it's an opportunity for you to try your hand at 
performance driving all in the safety and confines of a parking lot.  We love to watch the new drivers, but what 
we really love to hear is the laughter coming from the car when they swing about the slaloms and turns for the 
first time.  When you see your elapsed time drop and drop with each run, you'll be hooked. 
 
We encourage you to pre-register by using the below link: 
  
https://clubregistration.net/events/event-detailsPublic.cfm?eventiD=6501 
  
By pre-registering, it helps us with the administration of the paperwork, but if you show up without pre-

registering we will get you signed up. 

Here are the Robertsdale Autocross dates for 2015; they need to be confirmed with Baldwin County 

Administration: 

 April 18 

 September 19 

 November 14 

https://clubregistration.net/events/event-detailsPublic.cfm?eventiD=6501
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Also:  We will be having an inaugural Autocross at Pace (Florida) High School, 4065 Norris Road, Pace, FL on 

March 28.  We will hopefully be adding some more dates at Pace in the future.  Thanks to Stephen Pearce for 

working on this. 

 

Other Autocross registration details: 

 Who: Sonnenschein Region Porsche Club of America 

 What: Autocross 

 When: Tentative dates as above.  Table opens at 7:00 AM, Drivers' Meeting at 9:00 AM, Track Walk at 
9:30 AM. 

 You must be registered and signed in NLT 9:00 AM! 

 Where:  22251 Palmer Street, Robertsdale, AL, or Pace High School, 4065 Norris Road, Pace, FL. 

 Fee:  PCA Members $25; Non-Members $35 and payable the day of the event. 
 

 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 March 15: “Pinots, Porsche & Ponies”.  See flyer below, or at this link: 

http://www.simpleelegantaffairs.com/pinot-porsche-ponies/   To be held at Laurel Hill Farm, a 

few minutes north of Crestview.  This is for a very worthwhile charitable cause:  Ronald 

McDonald House of Pensacola at Sacred Heart Hospital.  For those unfamiliar with Ronald 

McDonald House Charities, they provide temporary housing for out of area families with 

hospitalized children.  More information is at: http://rmhc-nwfl.org 
 March 21:  Fun Run to lunch and then to Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival.  See the Club’s website 

for more details. 
 April 10-12:  Inaugural Indy Grand Prix of Louisiana at NOLA Motorsports Park; also will have 

Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge USA race as part of the weekend festivities.  See write up below!! 
 April 25:  Possible 23rd Annual Pensacola British Car Show (downtown Pensacola). 

http://www.simpleelegantaffairs.com/pinot-porsche-ponies/
http://rmhc-nwfl.org/
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EXPERIENCE A “WONDER” AT 2015 PORSCHE PARADE IN FRENCH LICK, INDIANA 

 

  
 
One of the 2015 Porsche Parade hotels, the West Baden Springs Hotel, was once known as the “Eighth 

Wonder of the World” for its breathtaking six story free-span dome.  Today, it is home to the prestigious Pete 

Dye Golf Course and has been recognized on the exclusive Conde Nast Traveler’s Gold List. 

Save the date for the 2015 Porsche Parade, June 21-27.  Not only will we be at a beautiful local this year, we’ll 

also be celebrating the PCA’s 60th Anniversary together.  You can be assured there will be some must attend 

events and surprises for attendees.  Porsche fun for the whole family! 

More Parade details will be posted on www.pca.org. 

For more information on the West Baden Springs Hotel visit www.frenchlick.com.  

 

Our Club plans on having a meeting in the near future with all those members who may be interested in 

attending the Parade to discuss what the Parade is all about and why it is such a fun event.  This year’s Parade 

is reasonably close to us, so it affords an excellent opportunity to experience this event.  The meeting will be 

particularly helpful for any first-time Parade participants, or those who may be thinking of going but aren’t 

sure what it’s all about. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pca.org/
http://www.frenchlick.com/
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RENNSPORT REUNION V 
 

 
 
It’s official: Rennsport Reunion V will be held at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca on October 9-11 next year, 
according to Porsche Cars North America (PCNA), four years after the fourth installment of the world-
renowned Porsche festival. 
 
Rennsport V is expected to attract hundreds of vintage and modern Porsche race cars, "as well as those who 
have designed, engineered, and driven them to victory in the world's most famous sports car races," PCNA 
states. Like Rennsports before it, number five will consist of three days of vintage racing, a Concours 
d'Elegance, and activities celebrating each of six decades of Porsche race cars — all crash courses of Porsche 
history. 
 
Porsche Club of America is an official Rennsport Reunion V partner, so look to their website and social media 

channels for official updates and information in the coming year. 
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The inaugural Indy Grand Prix of Louisiana will be held April 10-12, 2015 at Nola Motorsports Park in Avondale, 
Louisiana. Fans will experience a full three-days of world-class professional open wheel and sports car racing, 
along with a wide variety of family entertainment. 
 
In addition to the Verizon IndyCar Series, the Indy Grand Prix of Louisiana will showcase continuous on-track 
action from the Mazda Road to Indy (MRTI) ladder program, International Motorsports Association (IMSA) and 
the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA). 
  
Providing support for the headlining Verizon IndyCar Series race will be: Cooper Tires Prototype Lites Powered 

by Mazda, Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge USA by Yokohama and the Mazda MX-5 Cup Presented by BF-

Goodrich Tires. MRTI will feature two of the three steps of the open-wheel ladder system with Pro Mazda 
Presented by Cooper Tires and Cooper Tires USF2000 Powered by Mazda 
 
First-time fans have the opportunity to watch some of the most exciting racing series compete on the 2.67-
mile track at NOLA Motorsports Park. Race organizers anticipate announcing a detailed event and race 
schedule sometime in early February 2015.   
 
Tickets to the Indy Grand Prix of Louisiana can be purchased at GPofNOLA.com or call 800-514-ETIX. To visit 
the direct site, please visit: NOLA Tickets. Fans can also purchase tickets on-site at the Karting Facility at NOLA 
Motorsports Park.  
 
 

PORSCHE SPONSORED EVENTS 

Porsche has two excellent events for high performance driving that you may wish to consider: 

 

1.  Porsche Sport Driving School.  This is held at Barber Motorsports Park on a regular basis.  Here’s a link to 

their website which also has an excellent video about the School:   

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School 

New at Barber are the Barber Motorsports Park Proving Grounds.  This is a 22 acre, multi-use facility 
comprised of a track (the Handling Circuit) with multiple configuration possibilities (the track includes a large, 
banked turn), a large skid pad and plenty of paved area to either extend the length of the Handling Circuit or 
add additional exercises like Performance Driving Techniques, Lane Change and Turbo Launch.  The facility can 

http://andrettisportsmarketing.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b701c00622704f32e05c70c2&id=bfa8b0f681&e=f4072d4dd6
http://andrettisportsmarketing.us9.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=3b701c00622704f32e05c70c2&id=72e6b2d8c8&e=f4072d4dd6
https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Porsche-Sport-Driving-School
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be used for corporate Half Day and Full Day Dynamic Driving Programs.  I’ve not yet seen this in person at 
Barber, but the aerial photo of it on the “Facilities” tab of the above website look pretty awesome! 
 

2.  The Porsche Experience Center.  This is a brand new facility in Atlanta, and will be opening May 2015.  The 

Center will be offer many different items, from 6 different track environments to simulators, human 

performance labs, a restaurant, and more.  Take some time to explore their website: 

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta 

 

 
 
 

HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVER’S EDUCATION (HPDE, or just DE) 

Tired of the daily commute?  Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant to be!  You must 

register online at www.clubregistration.net for PCA sponsored events.  Here are upcoming dates for PCA 

sponsored DE’s in our area: 

 

Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park:  Their next events will be March 7-8 and June 20-21.  They 

have recently added a new offering, which may be of interest for those curious of what a HPDE weekend is all 

about.  It’s called the Driver’s Ed Experience and consists of an introductory HPDE course, Saturday only, 

attendance at drivers meeting, 2 classroom sessions, reduced speed track demonstration and reduced speed 

track driving with an instructor.  The cost for this is $100.  The cost for the regular 2-day DE is $450.  

Registration for the March DE has closed, but registration for the June event will open on April 21. 

 

Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park:  Their next event is June 6-7.  Further details and 

registration dates are TBD.  

 

Peachstate PCA at Road Atlanta:  Their next DE events will be May 30-31 and August 29-30.  Further 

details and registration dates are TBD.  
 

There are also non-PCA DE events run by private clubs.  Here are 3 good sources and the first two clubs also 

use Club Registration (www.clubregistration.net): 

 

1.  Chin Motorsports.  Access their webpage at http://www.chinmotorsports.com/ 

They have events at local tracks including Barber, NOLA, Road Atlanta, and Sebring.  Here are dates for 2015 

for their events in our region: Barber April 18 & 19; Road Atlanta May 2 & 3; Road Atlanta June 13 & 14; 

Barber July 11 & 12; Road Atlanta August 22 & 23; Barber September 19 & 20; and Road Atlanta September 26 

& 27, October 17 & 18, and November 28 & 29. 

 

2.  PBOC Motorsports Club (Porsche BMW Owners Club).  Access their webpage at http://pbocflorida.com/ 

They have events at local tracks including Barber, Road Atlanta, and Sebring.  Their next DE at Barber will be 

November 21-22. 

 

https://www.porschedriving.com/centers/Atlanta
http://www.clubregistration.net/
http://www.clubregistration.net/
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3.  Rezoom Motorsports.  Access their webpage at http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html 

They have events at Barber, Road Atlanta, Daytona, Roebling Road, Virginia International Raceway (VIR), and 

others.  They use a different registration site other than Club Registration, which you can access on the 

Rezoom website.  Here are their dates for 2015: Barber, March 28 & 29 and again August 15 & 16; VIR 

September 18; Road Atlanta, October 9, 10, and 11; Barber, November 14 & 15; and Daytona December 4, 5, 

and 6. 

 

Considering a new Porsche?  Or looking for a quality used Porsche?  Then consider our Club’s affiliated 

Porsche dealer: 

 

 

For knowledgeable and courteous service choose Dean McCrary Porsche of Mobile! We feature certified sales 

professionals and the most highly trained service technicians in the industry, with a commitment to customer 

care, which sets us apart. Welcome, and we hope you enjoy your visit – virtual or otherwise! 

http://www.rezoommotorsports.com/index.html
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Enhanced power and performance - The new Porsche 911 Carrera GTS models 
From Porsche Cars North America, Atlanta 

Porsche has revealed the second generation of 911 Carrera GTS models. The GTS models are available as 
coupe and cabriolet versions, with rear-wheel drive or all-wheel drive.  These new models bridge the gap 
between the 911 Carrera S and racetrack tested 911 GT3. 
Several technical features heighten dynamic performance and driving pleasure, including the 430 horsepower 
engine from the Carrera S Powerkit, which incorporates the Sport Chrono package and Sport Exhaust. The 
standard PASM active damper system lowers the ride height by 10 mm compared to the 911 Carrera. 
When equipped with PDK (Porsche Doppelkupplung dual-clutch transmission), the 911 Carrera GTS sprints 
from zero to 60 miles per hour in 3.8 seconds (Cabriolet: 4.0 seconds) –which is one-tenth of a second faster 
than the S model. Top track speeds for the GTS models range from 187 to 190 miles per hour, depending on 
drivetrain and transmission. Despite quicker acceleration and higher top speeds, the GTS versions retain a 
similar level of efficiency as the 911 Carrera S models. 
Added performance and an extended range of standard features make the new models attractive in price as 
well. Standard equipment includes Bi-Xenon™ headlights with the Porsche Dynamic Light System (PDLS) and 
the Sport exhaust system, which delivers an unmistakable GTS sound. The Alcantara® interior features leather-
trimmed sport seats with center panels made of made of Alcantara® – a traditional feature of all Porsche GTS 
models. 
The exterior of the new GTS models differs significantly from the other Carrera variants. All GTS versions are 
based on the 911 Carrera 4 body with flared rear wheel arches and a wider track. 
Also standard are 20-inch center lock wheels, painted in an exclusive gloss black. Special trim elements and 
tinted Bi-Xenon™ headlights accentuate the front end, while black trim strips on the customized GTS air intake 
and black chrome-plated exhaust tailpipes distinguish the rear of the Carrera GTS models. 
With the addition of the new GTS models, the 911 family now consists of nineteen sports cars that range from 
350 to 560 hp. MSRP for the 911 Carrera GTS starts at $114,200, while the 911 Carrera GTS Cabriolet starts at 
$126,100. The 911 Carrera 4 GTS will have an MSRP of $120,900 in Coupe and $132,800 in Cabriolet form. A 
destination charge of $995 is not included in the MSRP. The four models will be available at U.S. dealers by the 
end of 2014. 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club!  Any and all submissions are heartily 
welcomed for inclusion!  Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella, send it in to me. 
And send your photos, too!  And if you’d like to see another section to the Newsletter, or 
have any other suggestions, let me know. 
My email is: ryc940@gmail.com 
Thanks! 
Roger Gilmore 

 
 

 

mailto:ryc940@gmail.com
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YOUR PERIODIC PHENOMENAL PORSCHE 
PICTURES, “YOUR P4” 
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And until the next time, remember:  “PTINS” (as below)…Editor 
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