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Harry Says 

May 12th was a busy day for Porsches in Pensacola. Our club event for the 
month was the annual European Car show at the Naval Aviation Museum.  This 
year the BMW club was charged with the organization of the event.  With over 
75 cars attending this year it was in keeping with club tradition to take the cen-
ter stage  on the Museums front lawn. Dean McCrary donated some door prizes 
and loaned a 2007 Cayman S for the event, as always we welcome his support. 
Next year the VW Rare Air club will host the event, and with their large club 
membership, I expect it will be a huge event. We hope to see more of you all at 
the coming events this summer, provided the hurricanes don't visit us first.  



1445 S. Beltline Hwy. Mobile, AL 36606 



From the President... 
 
 It has been a busy time for 
us the past few months, and un-
fortunately I have not been a part 
of it. But from the pictures I’ve 
seen, those attending are enjoying 
themselves! Elsewhere in our 
newsletter you’ll be able to read 
(and see) in some detail what all 
the good times are about. In April, 
Dean McCrary Porsche had their 
month-long grand opening for the 
new showrooms, and we had the 
PCA Driver Education up north at 
the Talladega Gran Prix track. As 
was the case in 2006, those who 

drove that track raved about it. We 
also had lunch at the Fish House 
Restaurant and then attended an 
impressive British car show in Ad-
miral Mason Park. Must have 
been over 100 cars there. 
 
 May was even busier with 
the 9th (or so) annual European 
Car Show at the Naval Aviation 
Museum on May 12th, followed by 
an amazing European car show at 
Helena, AL (near Birmingham). 
Our good friend Bill Moseley (of 
British car club fame) provided 
some great photos. After twice 
cycling through all my fingers and 
toes, I lost count of the number of 

cars. We also had a PCA DE over 
at No Problem Raceway just west 
of New Orleans. 
 
 In June we have the casino 
run to Biloxi (Porsches at the Isle). 
The weekend prior is a summer 
DE at Barber Motorsports Park, 
hosted by the PCA Alabama Re-
gion. We’re working on things for 
July and August. 
 
 I plan to mend my absent 
ways, participate in some of this 
good stuff, and see lots of you out 
there! 
 
    Pete 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT— Pete Mellin 

   
Dealer of Luxury Automobiles since 1991 

 5603 North W Street, Pensacola, FL 850-469-9111 
 Part of the Mint Motorcars Family  

Zeitschrift 

Below: Details for our trip to Biloxi on June 23rd. The Isle of Capri is expect-
ing our group to begin arriving around noon on June 23rd, so if you are not 
joining the Pensacola caravan, that is your arrival time.  We will park in the 
small outdoor parking lot located to the left of the entrance.  There is room 
for about 40 cars.  They will also provide up to 60 complimentary lunches. 
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Driving Impressions 
 

Its not every day Craig Valenti 
from Dean McCrarys Porsche 
throws you the keys to a brand 
new 2007 Cayman S and say 
“Keep it for the weekend”….Ok 
maybe it really was the car for 
the European Car Show at the 
museum, but for what ever the 
reason, “….how can you say no 
to that!.. 
 Monty Willis picked the 
car up for the show and let me 
tell you, I really didn't have to 
twist his arm, beg him or offer 
to pay for gas when I asked 
him to do sacrifice his valuable 
time and effort for the club. 
 I met Monty that after-
noon when he pulled into the 
driveway with this model of 
perfection and could only imag-
ine how much fun he had just 
bringing it back from Mobile.  
 The first thing you notice 
when you walk up on the car is 
that the lines are smooth, and 
yet has a muscular look with a 
commanding stance.  
 After looking at this par-
ticular car for about 15 minutes 
Monty and I both noticed that 
the car wasn't black, it was ac-
tually green in color. You could 
only see the green with the re-
flection of sunlight. And the 
leather interior also hinted of 
green, which at first glance ap-
peared to be gray. A very 
beautiful combination to say 
the least.  
 The cargo room in both 
the front and back was impres-
sively large, plenty of room for 
two people on a long trip.  The 
car had plenty of little pocket 
spaces for those little odds and 
ends and also came with 2 

storable drink holders.  This car 
also came with heated leather 
seats and the aluminum trim 
package.  A comfortable car I 
could get used to really, really 
quick.  
 Since this was the S 
package, it came with the 3.4 
liter motor which puts out al-
most 300 horsepower, and I 
am all about more horsepower. 
A six speed transmission which 
compared to my 2000 Boxster 
S, this thing was SMOOTH. The 
shifting was the first thing I no-
ticed about driving the car. No 
hesitations, No bumping of 
gears, No “notching” feeling 
movement. In short it was like 
driving an automatic, and I was 
just going thru the motions to 
satisfy my own body’s need to 
move that shifter around. Very 
Impressive!.  
 With 300 horsepower, 
you would think that this car 
barrels down the road at warp 

speed, and maybe it does. But 
you will not notice because 
when you are driving it, the car 
is smooth and gives the feeling 
that you are still with in the 
speed limits when actually you 
are ROCKETING down the road. 
 Again, Impressive. The 
steering was the next thing I 
noticed, the faster you went 
the easier the steering got. 
This is due to the active vari-
able steering ratio technology 
Porsche puts in their cars now 
to prevent you from over steer-
ing the car at high speed. Cou-
pled with the Porsche Stability 
Management system, I could 
only think it would be really 
hard to loose control in this 
car.  
 In conclusion, I have to 
say that I want one of these.  I 
was very impressed with the 
car and its features and can 
only hope that one will be sit-
ting in my garage one day. 
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 Most of us take care of our 
cars as recommended , we wash and 
wax our machines on the outside and 
wipe, clean and vacuum the inside.  
When we have our cars serviced we 
mainly think about changing the oil 
and filters.  
 But there are some other 
things that need to be checked every 
once in a while. And that is the cars 
vacuum system. Have you noticed 
that you are not getting the  fuel mile-
age you used to get? Is the car getting 
harder to start or does it hesitate 
when you step on the gas. Maybe 
your car doesn't idle right and stalls 
every once in a while… 
 Well all of these things could 
be a result of a leaking vacuum sys-
tem on your car.  With today’s cars 
rolling off the assembly line and with 
advanced technology and increased 
emissions regulations, the vacuum 
system is a major player in the every-
day operation of your car, unlike those 
old 55 Chevys that didn't care if the 
vacuum system worked or not.  
 The previous method of finding 
leaks was with a gauge or maybe 
even disconnecting a hose and hold-
ing your thumb over it to see if a vac-
uum was present.  
 But with some of the new 
methods and technology we can 
make the process of finding these 
leaks very simple. Some of this new 
technology we have here at the shop 
is a machine that produces a smoke 
from nitrogen that is pumped into the 
vacuum system.  

 Just recently a customer 
brought his car in complaining of start-
ing problems and some kind of ex-
haust leak noise.   
 We attached the machine to 
the tail pipe and concluded that there 
was not exhaust leak, instead we 
found an air injection plug had come 
out of the head.  Great! One problem 
solved! 
 For the next problem we 
hooked up the machine  to the intake 
side to test for vacuum leaks.  
We found multiple on top of multiple 
leaks! There had been so many leaks 
that over the years the car had been 
tuned and tuned to the point where 
the car was too lean to run properly 
because the vacuum system was 
never considered to be an issue. 
Once the leaks were fixed and the car 
adjusted back to original specs, the 
car started nicely and ran as if it were 
new.   
 If your car is not running right 
bring it in for a tune up and a vacuum 
check. We will get you back on the 
road in no time.   
 Before I close out this article I 
would like to touch on the subject of 
brakes and brake fluid.  
 Too often we forget about our 
brake pads and especially our brake 

fluid. Brake pads wear out  quicker 
than we like to admit. Especially if we 
drive our German sports cars aggres-
sively or take them on the track and 
get really aggressive.  
 We can’t rely solely on the 
brake warning system because some-
times those warnings come a little too 
late and we end up getting more than 
just pads.   
 On the brake fluid side of the 
house, you should change your brake 
fluid once a year. This is very impor-
tant because the brake fluid over time 
becomes more than just brake fluid.  
 With the fluid heating up and 
cooling down, moisture tends to 
gather in the fluid. And with this mois-
ture comes other forms of contamina-
tion, like corrosion from the water and 
a filiform growth that looks like algae 
which in time will cause more corro-
sion and eventually clog up the brake 
lines with growth.  
 So while you are getting a tune 
up, get your brake pads checked and 
if you haven't changed your brake 
fluid in a while, get it changed as well. 
 Have fun and be careful on the 
road!   
 
   Harry 
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ELECTRONIC CHECK CONVERSION (ECC) 

ON-LINE ELECTRONIC CHECK RECOVERY 

REAL TIME CHECK VERIFICATION 

LOCKBOX SOLUTIONS AND SOFTWARE 

  CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 

Please contact Laurie at (888) 436-5101 Ext 21 for more  

information on any of our products or services. 

 Board of Directors 
 
 

President  
Pete Mellin 

850-499-2467  
peter.mellin@worldnet.att.net 

 
V-President  
Roger Swain 

RLSwain@AOL.com 
 

Treasurer  
Mark Silver 

cicmark@aol.com 
 

Membership  
Harry Williams 
850-435-8409 

hwimports@cox.net 
 

Driving and Safety   
 Al Mitchell 

mit2211@bellsouth.net 
 

Secretary /Newsletter     
Chris Doherty 
850-968-2287 

engineer@centerseat.net 
 

Right: A nice luncheon at the Fish 
House to  discuss some club busi-
ness and socialize with friends. Al-
ways a nice way to start the week-
end. Starting left clockwise: Jim 
and Linda Cooper, Walter Beneke, 
Gerald and Mary Davis, Hal and 
Dee Jackson, Pete and Patsy Mel-
lin, Linda and Monty Willis,  Sharon 
Wilson, Pete Congiundi and  (not 
pictured is Chris Doherty who is  
taking the photo. 
Below: The new Dean McCrary          
Porsche  / Volkswagen building in 
Mobile.  A very nice building with a 
very large show room, A nice ser-
vice facility  and of course and won-
derful staff to help you out when 
you come in.   



 Talladega and a benefit autocross  

 
 Since we don't have a driving 
track here in Pensacola, our members 
are striking out and finding other club 
events that are happening around the 
southeast to participate in.   
  This year has been busy with 
driving events for some. In April some 
of us Sonnenschein folk traveled up to 
Oxford, Alabama to drive in the Driv-
ers Education event put on the  Ala-
bama Region at the Talladega Grand 
Prix Raceway.   
 Over 35 cars participated in the 
event with six cars being from the Son-
nenschein region. A nice turn out from 
our club members.  
 The weather was nice in the 
morning and not too cold. But in the 
afternoon it started to sprinkle and rain. 
Although the rain didn't stop the event, 
it slowed down the track for a little 
while.    
 Other driving clubs in Pensacola 
occasionally hold a driving event. The 
beginning of May was an Autocross 
event put on by the Vahalla Racing 
shop. The event was organized by 
Frank Knight to help raise money to 
help pay medical expenses for a girl 
who has cancer. Our members were 
very happy to participate and contribute 
to the effort and also get some track 
time. 
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Valenti’s Italian Ristorante 
61 North Section Street 

Fairhope, AL 
251-929-3234 

Above: Pete Congiundi does a NASCAR thing and helps a 
member change tires for the driving event. Above right: Jim 
Eliason’s  “Quicksilver” or “2 Squerly” which ever name you 
know it by  stands at the ready for track time.  Above middle: 
Chris Doherty shows his instructor he knows how to  get his 
car through the hardest turn on the course. Right: Porsches 
line up to take to the course at the benefit autocross. 
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2007 Sonnenschein Calendar 
April 1, 2007 

 
Date   Event      Time    Location 
April 14  Talladega DE    Saturday   Talladega Gran Prix Track 
Apr 21            15th Annual British Car Show      9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  Pensacola Beach 
Apr 26-29           30TH Annual Walter Mitty Challenge                                           Road Atlanta – Info only 

May 12  EuroCar Show                    8:00-3:00        Museum of Naval Aviation, NASP 
May 19  Car Show - Sports Cars in The Park  All day         Helena, AL (near Birmingham) 
   (Hosted by B’ham British car club) 

June 9-10  Road Atlanta DE—Peachstate            Atlanta, Georgia  
June 16-17  Barber Motorsports Park DE            Birmingham, Alabama 
June 23  Isle of Capri run (Casino Day)                                     Biloxi, Mississippi 

    
July 1-5  52nd PCA Parade   ------------------------         San Diego 
July 21  Blue Angel Beach Airshow          10:00 AM - 2:00 PM       Pensacola Beach – Info only 

 
August            TBD  

  
September               TBD 

October 6             Destin Car Show                TBA  Destin Commons Mall 
           (Hosted by North FL Region) 

November 2 – 4 Daytona Rennsport III                   All day  Daytona International Speedway 
November 11 PBCA Poker Rally                     TBA  TBA    

 
December 2 or 9 Christmas Party        6:00 PM – 11:00 PM TBA 
 



Sonnenschein members enjoyed a 
wonderful day at No Problem 
Raceway during the Mardi Gras’ 
Regions Driving Event just outside 
New Orleans.  
 The night before the event 
our members took in some Cajun 
food at a local establishment to 
add to the experience. The next 
day was a fun filled driving event.  
 The track was a very nice 
facility with garage spaces, bath-
rooms, showers and plenty of 
parking.   
 The Mardi Gras region put 
on a wonderful event and invited 
us back. They will extend an invi-
tation to the Sonnenschein region 
every time they hold a driving 
event.  They also offered to help 
with any event we would like to 
hold at No Problem Raceway. We 
just need a volunteer to head that 
event up…. 
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Left: A nice parking lot of Porsches 
at the Fish House for our spring 
social in May. Its always nice to 
see members get out and visit with 
other members of the club.  The 
summer is here and our cars are 
begging to be driven. If  you have 
an idea for a Saturday afternoon 
get together, send Pete an email 
and let him know what you are 
thinking. He can send out a mass 
email and ask the entire club to 
see who would like to participate.   

Above: Pete Congiundi, Jim Eliason, Chris Doherty, Gerry 
Sparks and Mark Silver lining up for  the standard photo. 
Below: Pete Congiundi and Jim Eliason grab a cup of coffee 
before heading out to the track. Below left: Gerry Sparks 
makes his way around the track in his beautiful 911.   



Chris Doherty,  
Newsletter Publisher 
11521 Dueling Oaks Drive 
Pensacola, FL 32514 

Phone: 850-968-2287 
 
Email: engineer@centerseat.net 

S O N N E N S C H E I N  
R E G I O N  P O R S C H E  
C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A  

Porsche Club: Its not just the Cars, It’s the People! 
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CERTIFIED 

SPECIALIZING IN THE REPAIR OF PORSCHE AND BMW AUTOMOBILES 
HARRY WILLIAMS     DAVID MATTOX 
PHONE: 850-435-8409  *  HOURS  8AM—5PM  MON-THURS   *   EMAIL: hwimports@cox.net 

415 Palm Court, Pensacola, Florida 32505 


