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From our President    
First I would like to let everyone know we have a couple on new officers in the club.  

Roger Gilmore has taken over the job of putting together our newsletter and I am looking 

forward to Roger’s first issue.   

I do want to personally thank Bonni Parker for doing the great job on the newsletter for 

the last year or so.  It is a thankless job.  

Second Steve Pearce has taken on the job of Membership and Communications.  Steve is 

working on a method to notify everyone that there is a newsletter out or a message for 

the club members to go and review and where to go to review.   Steve has also got our 

Facebook page updated and going with a lot of new things. 

I want to thank both Roger and Steve for taking on those jobs. 

Pete Millen has taken over our Treasurer position from Lindy.  Lindy has been doing a 

great job in keeping our bills paid and reports back to the IRS and PCA. Thanks Lindy for 

doing a great job.   

We are still in need of someone to fill the Vice President position.  I have also requested 

this in the past but I would like to have a person from each state to be our state rep for 

Mississippi, Alabama & Florida.   
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There are a couple of members going to the Rolex 24 at Daytona next weekend.  This will 

be my third time and am really looking forward to it.  I got the motorhome all serviced 

and ready to go.  

I have requested the following dates for Autocross events: February 15, April 12, 

September 20, and November 15.  I do not have approval back from Baldwin County yet 

but put those dates on your calendar.  

We also have the Atmore Rally, which is scheduled for February 8th and this is always a 

fun drive.  I remember a couple of years ago we almost ran it in the snow.  Steve Pearce 

and I have laid out a nice rally/poker run through northern Baldwin County which we will 

have latter in the spring.  

Please check the Sonnenschein web site calendar for upcoming events.  I know that the 

first DE at Barber Motorsports Park entries are due January 20th.    

Parade this year will be in Monterey California the last week of June.  I don’t know who is 

planning on going but it should be a beautiful area to have a Parade.     

 

Wally Lindenmuth  
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From the Members  

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS ALABAMA PCA DE AT BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK, 

DECEMBER 14-15, 2013 

Roger Gilmore (2013 Black Boxster S/PDK) 

Alabama PCA hosts a DE (Driver’s Education) at Barber typically three times a year, and 

the December event is the last hurrah for the year.  Barber is a beautiful, fun, and highly 

technical course and a DE there is always memorable.  And very popular!  Registration 

(online via Club Registration) opens at high noon a few weeks before the event.  If you’re 

not at your computer ready to hit the “enter” button at 1200 sharp, forget about getting 

registered.  I hit “enter” at 12:00:01 and all 140 or so spots were filled within 10 to 15 

minutes.  Crazy!  I met up with some of our other club members over the weekend:  John 

& Bonni Parker with their “dueling” 993’s, Jason Darley with his Cayman S, and uber-fast 

Carlton Bellcase with his Cayman S.  

I got up to the track around 6 PM Friday night, went through registration & tech, and 

then to the hotel to get properly rested for Saturday.  Woke up at 5:30 Saturday AM to 

pouring rain.  Grrrr!!  Oh well…not much you can do about the weather!  Drove to the 

track for the 7 AM driver’s meeting and still it rained.   
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Here’s what it looked like on the approach road to Barber on the way to the driver’s 

meeting: 
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And here’s a look at the driver’s meeting Saturday AM (note the dark skies): 
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My group had our first run at 10:30 AM, and the rain had pretty much let up to a steady 

drizzle by 9, so I had hopes of not getting drenched during the first run. (For those not 

familiar with DE events, you have to drive with your windows down so you can give 

passing signals, which obviously means you’re going to get wet if it’s raining…something I 

was not enthused about with a new car!)  The pace was pretty slow for that run as the 

track had a lot of standing water, so safety was paramount.   

My next run was at 2 PM, and the rain had stopped by then but it was overcast and misty.  

The standing water on the track, though, had dissipated and although the track wasn’t 

dry it appeared to be ready for some good runs.  NOT!  It was actually slicker than the 

AM, likely from the faster speeds we were doing.  I couldn’t get any power down quickly 

coming out of turns lest the back end of the car come about from massive oversteer, 

which happened more times than I care to remember!  However, one occurrence left me 

with a true “Moment of Zen” encounter:  I was about halfway through the run and feeling 

pretty confident with the track surface grip (except for those corner exits!) and thought I 

could put some more power down coming through turn 4, where on a dry day the pedal 

is to the floor, but so far on this day I had only been using about 50% throttle.  Turn 4 is a 

slight right-hander that you enter after a long, sweeping, 180-degree turn which 

transitions from downhill to uphill.  As you enter the turn, the car undergoes a massive 

compression as it transitions to uphill, you then blindly crest the hill and the car becomes 

VERY light if you have any speed on.  Anyways, I got on the throttle going through 4 and 

as I reached the blind crest the car got a little loose and I found myself a bit sideways, 

perhaps 20 degrees to the right of the direction of travel.  Not the best situation! I didn’t 

give the car any more input and it settled after a few seconds (which seemed like an 

eternity at the time!) and then got everything back on course.  I got enough of an 

adrenalin boost to last the next couple of hours and thought to myself that I certainly 

don’t want to do that again!  But there were never any real worries as the car is so stable 

and forgiving it masked my egregious driving errors… 
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Here’s a look of the main straight and pit lane (in the foreground with the lane markings) 

and central scoring tower early Saturday afternoon after the deluge had stopped: 
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Our last run on Saturday started at 4:30 PM.  The track grip had improved further by 

then, and we got some good runs in.  But towards the end of the run it was dark, which 

made for some interesting driving!  I could barely see the corner workers.  Certainly gave 

me a much better appreciation for what the pros do during a 24-hour race! Afterwards, 

everyone met up at the local Ruby Tuesday’s for some good food put on by the Club, a 

few beers, camaraderie, and some story swapping. 

Sunday’s weather forecast called for a sunny, cool day, which would have been nice.  

Unfortunately, what we got were more clouds, not a glimpse of the sun, a north wind of 

15-20 MPH, and a thermometer that never got above 39 degrees.  It was COLD!  Hey, I 

live in Florida for goodness sakes and wasn’t expecting to have a wind chill of zero or 

whatever the heck it was!  I spent the day, if not on the track, huddled in the car or in one 

of the heated rooms at the track.  I was never so glad to have a car with heated seats!  

But the track was now completely dry so we were hoping to get some good runs in.  My 

group had our first run at 10 AM, and it went well after the tires warmed up enough to 

get them above freezing. 

My second outing of the day was after lunch.  Aside from the cold, it went well…for 3 

laps!  Some poor bloke with an air-cooled 911 (don’t know what year it was) blew up his 

engine and for whatever reason didn’t pull off track immediately.  Instead, he continued 

on for about half a lap (from turn 16 to turn 6 on the track map below) and in doing so 

spewed oil all over the track for that distance.  My position on the track was such that I 

was at the pit lane entry when the run was black-flagged, so I pulled into the pits 

immediately and never came into contact with the oil.   A gent with a newer and very fast 

Boss 302 Mustang wasn’t as lucky:  He was going down the front straight unaware of the 

oil problem, hit the brakes for the entry to turn 1 and almost had a “tete-a-tete” with the 

concrete wall separating the front straight and pit lane.  Thankfully, there was no contact 

and he was fine.  He had a GoPro camera mounted and I saw the video replay of the 

incident.  Quite a hair-raising affair, to say the least! 
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Here’s the track map: 

 

It took a long time for the track crew to get the oil mess cleaned up, and by that time 

everyone else’s run group times were out of whack.  It got to be later in the day, I was 

still chilled to the bone and had the long drive back home with work to look forward to 

Monday AM, so I decided to just hit the road back home and didn’t stay for the last run 

group.  Not even sure if they did it… 

So all in all, quite an interesting weekend.  Not the ideal track weekend for sure.  But the 

poor weather did give me the opportunity to handle the car near its max under lousy 

conditions, which was very educational (it is a Driver’s Ed, after all!).  And a less than ideal 

track weekend is still better than most any other weekend you can think of!  Looking 

forward to the next time out and some nice sunny skies! 
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Editor’s Note: 

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter and YOUR Club!  Any and all submissions are 
heartily welcomed for inclusion!  Whether it is one paragraph, or your first novella, 
send it in to me.  Give Wally a break in having to come up with a bunch of stuff each & 
every Newsletter!  And send your photos, too!  And if you’d like to see another section 
to the Newsletter, or have any other suggestions, let me know. 
My email is: ryc940@gmail.com 
Thanks! 
Roger 
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Upcoming Events  
 

AUTOCROSS!!! 
These are always a blast and the Club always sets up a fun & challenging course.  If you’ve 

never been to one, give it a try!  And don’t feel intimidated!  It is really just for fun and 

without exception everyone who’s been to their first one leaves with a huge grin on their 

face.  I’ve included a few photos below from last September.  Hmmm…could that be 

Wally in that red track monster?? 
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Here are the upcoming Autocross dates: 

 15 February 

 12 April 

 20 September 

 15 November 

Mark them on your calendars! 

 

DRIVER’S EDUCATION (DE) 
Tired of the daily commute?  Then get your Porsche out on the track, where it was meant 

to be!  You must register online at www.clubregistration.net.  Here are upcoming dates 

for DE’s in our area: 

 

Alabama PCA at Barber Motorsports Park:  3/1 & 3/2/14.  Registration opened on 

1/20/14, so if you’ve not registered by the time you read this it will likely be too late.  

Their next event will be 6/14 & 6/15/14, and registration will open 5/5/14 at 1200 PM 

CST.  Cost is $450 for the 2 days. 

 

Mardi Gras Region PCA at NOLA Motorsports Park:  3/9 & 3/10/14 (Note this is a Sunday 

& Monday event.)  Registration is open now.  Cost is $325 for the 2 days; you can also just 

attend one day with Sunday being $225 and Monday $125. 

 

Heart O Dixie PCA at Talladega Grand Prix Raceway (TGPR):  4/5/14.  This is a one-day 

event for a cost of $185.  TGPR is a 1.4 mile track, flat with 10 turns and is a good place to 

start if you’re interested in getting a taste of what a DE is all about without the bigger 

price tag of the 2 day events. 

 

Peachstate PCA:  Upcoming events at 2 tracks.  At Atlanta Motorsports Park on 5/3 & 

5/4/14 and at Road Atlanta 5/31 & 6/1/14.  Check their website for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.clubregistration.net/
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Welcome New Members!  
 

* Sheldon Bradley, Mobile; 2002 red 911.  Welcome to the Club! 

 

 

Etcetera…  
 

If you ever need anything – anything at all Porsche – please consider 

our local Pensacola independent Porsche Master Mechanic and very 

busy Tech Director, Harry Williams. 
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And if you are looking for that “new Porsche smell”, please do 

consider: 

 

 

And until the next time, remember:  “PTINS” (as below)…Editor 
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