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Our November event was a shared one with the Panhandle British Car Association. By far it was one of 
the most attended events we have had in quite some time. A lot of people and cars were on hand to enjoy 
a great meal at Sonny’s BBQ, a nice drive thru the country and return to enjoy some really nice door 
prizes. There were many different clubs represented at the event, but the Sonnenschein Porsche Club had 
the largest showing of all the clubs with 14 different cars.  Door Prizes were donated by Dean McCrary 
Porsche of Mobile along with other clubs that attended the event. Bill Moseley, Rallymeister for the PBCA, 
was very pleased with the turn out and invited us back next year to participate and possibly co-host the 
rally. Since we had such a large showing the topic was brought up at the board meeting and they decided 
to review the issue at a later date once the PBCA provides more information on when the event will take 
place. This is the second year we have attended the rally as a club and with the impressive turn out, the 
chances of the rally becoming our official event in November are pretty good. 
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From the President 

 
Happy New Year to all you Porsche
-lovers out there! Since we didn’t 
have a hurricane the entire winter, 
optimism abounds out here on the 
beach.  

 
     Our activities for 2007 are also 
looking good. Our board met on 
January 13th for a productive get-
together, and we worked out our 
2007 calendar. Minutes from the 
meeting are on our website, as is 

the 2007 calendar. One new thing 
we are getting into is for us to at-
tend, as a group, events hosted by 
other sports car clubs in the area.  
 
      The first one is the European 
Road Rally sponsored by the VW 
Club of Fort Walton on March 3rd. It 
starts at Bayview Park in Pensacola 
(on Bayou Texar) and ends at Bat-
tleship Park in Mobile. Since you 
can’t use I-10 to get there (except to 
cross Mobile Bay), there will be lots 
of driving on back-county roads. 
Keep alert for hidden turns though, 
and if you come upon Welcome to 
Biloxi signs, it means you missed a 
critical one. The 15th Annual British 
Car Show on Pensacola Beach is in 
April, along with a DE at the Talla-
dega Gran Prix track (where we 
went last year) sponsored by the 
Heart O’Dixie Region. I point these 
out as a great opportunity to meet 
other sports car folks in our area, 
and to see some different cars. 
None as cool as ours, of course, but 
interesting none-the-less. 

 
Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy 2007, 
Pete 

Pete 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT— Pete Mellin 

   

Dealer of Luxury Automobiles since 1991 

 5603 North W Street, Pensacola, FL 850-469-9111 

 Part of the Mint Motorcars Family  
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 Board of Directors 
 

President  
Pete Mellin 

850-499-2467  
peter.mellin@worldnet.att.net 

 
V-President  
Roger Swain 

RLSwain@AOL.com 
 

Treasurer  
Mark Silver 

cicmark@aol.com 
 

Membership  
Harry Williams 
850-435-8409 

hwimports@cox.net 
 

Driving and Safety   
 Al Mitchell 

mit2211@bellsouth.net 
 

Secretary /Newsletter     
Chris Doherty 
850-968-2287 

engineer@centerseat.net 
 

 Did you know that two-
thirds of all Porsches ever sold 

are still on the road today. And I 
am all about doing my part.  So I 

have been looking for another 
Porsche for quite sometime. Spe-
cifically a 964 C4 model. I like the  

911 feel, the heavy rear end go-
ing into the corners on the track 

and the nostalgia of the 911 it-
self.   
 Owning any other type Por-

sche was out of the question. 
When you have driven a 911 hard 

around the track, you come to 
understand that it is a true 
“drivers” car. There is an art to 

driving this car on the track, 
(some do it better than others) 

but once driven you instantly be-
come a fan. 

  But one summer our past 

Vice President Doug Condon let 
me drive his Boxster on the track 

and after putting it thru its paces 
I became a fan of the car. It had 
a different feel, unlike a front or 

rear engine car this car drove 
thru the corners with a nice bal-

ance.   
 With that in mind I added it 
to a list of possible future pur-

chases.  Something clicked and 

the planets aligned in the right 

spot showing me that it was time 
to buy a car.  The choice came 
down to a 964 in Birmingham or 

a Boxster S in Atlanta.  As it turns 
out the 964 in Birmingham had a 

salvage title and the wife liked 
the black Boxster with the camel 

interior.   I guess the choice was-

n't that hard after all.  
     I adopted the Boxster  with 

out ever looking at the car. Talk-
ing about blind faith! My intention 
is to return this car to a like new 

condition for it is truly a beautiful 
car. I intend to do my part in 

keeping another Porsche alive 
and well on the road. 
     See you on the track! 

                Chris 



Zeitschrift 180mph, Even in the curves.  .  .  .    Jim Eliason 

On the weekend of November 18th, Pete 
Congiundi and myself made a trip to 
Pooler, GA (just outside of Savanna) to 
drive the newly paved track at Roebling 
Road Raceway.  For those who have never 
been, Roebling Road is a 2.2 mile road 

course with plenty of interesting curves and 
a long front straight that will accommodate 
some pretty impressive top end speeds. 
     The event was sponsored by the Chin 
Motor Sports Club who is known for putting 
on DE events that provide more than aver-
age seat time for the participants.  The 
schedule for this two day event gave us 
over 3 hours of track time each day!  That’s 
a bunch of driving guys.  (and gals) 
     Pete drove his 2005 – 997 and I took my 
2002 – 996.  Three weeks earlier I had 
gone to Road Atlanta with the Peach State 
region, just to have myself demoted from 
driver to observer due to a fuel pump      
issue.  While my car was visiting the Ki-
netic Speed shop in Atlanta for repairs, it 

somehow wound up with a new clutch, 
alignment, etc, etc.   So needless to say, I 
was anxious to see how my ―new and im-
proved‖ twin turbo was going to do.  
Saturday morning started with a cold, early 
morning drivers meeting, and then the cars 
and their frozen drivers took to the track.          
The sky was clear and the early morning 
air was crisp, which made for good turbo 
weather.  As this was Pete’s first visit to 
Roebling Road, he was predestined to 
drive in the Intermediate group.  A few 
lap’s around the track and Pete had im-
pressed his instructor (or bribed him, not 
sure which) enough that they moved him 
up to the Advanced group.   I was sure 

glad to see him too, as there were some 
fire-breathing monsters roaming the track 
and I was feeling all alone out there. 
Day 1 came to a successful conclusion 
with all participants feeling triumphant and 
hungry.  A quick shower at one of Pooler’s 
finest Red Roof Inns, (I speak facetiously) 
and we were off to find nourishment.  
      It turns out that area’s consumer-to-
restaurant ratio is grossly out of balance, 
resulting in a one hour wait to get seated.  
But it was worth the wait, and we closed 
the day with good drinks, good food, and 
great company… 

 
Day 2 started with another of those cold, 
early morning drivers meetings.  The faster 
Porsche drivers found patches of sunshine 
to stand in while the slower Mazda guys 
roughed it out in the shadows.  Us Porsche 
guys are just faster all the way around.  
With the meeting behind us, we headed 
out for a 60-minute, speed induced adrena-
lin rush.  Several laps later I found myself 
unexpectedly navigating through the grass 
between turn 1 and 2.  At about the same 
time up North in turn 9, my buddy Pete was 
gallivanting through the weeds looking for 
a line that apparently only he knew about.  
The rest of the cars opted to stay with a 
more conservative line and continued driv-
ing around on the blacktop. 
     Chin Motor Sports does a couple of 
things different that most clubs that I have 
driven with, and one of these is that they 
allow you to take passengers with you in 
the car.  Your passenger has to pay $20.00 
and sign a release not to sue anyone, but 
then they can ride around with you all day  

 
if you wish.  And today was the day that my 
wife Trish decided she would like to see 
the track from inside the race car instead of 
from the tow vehicle.  So after a trackside 
burger we strapped her in, stuck a helmet 
on her noggin, and headed back out for a 
55-minute exercise in tire abuse.   My 996 
is a very fast, rhythmic, 3-ticket ride, and it 
isn’t uncommon for even seasoned pas-
sengers to get queasy before the ride con-
cludes.  Knowing this, I started out slow 
and gradually picked up the pace until we 
were clipping around pretty good.   I was 
very proud of her as she lasted about 45 
minutes before giving me the pit signal. 
     While we were walking around and get-
ting her biorhythms back in synch with the 
planets, she looked at me excitedly and 
said that I must have nerves bigger than a 
rhino.  Well, she didn’t actually say 
―nerves‖ but you get the idea.   ―Every time 
I looked, you were going 180mph, even in 
the curves,‖ she continued.   Well, I know 
we were rolling pretty fast, but not that fast.  
A quick review of my TrakMate confirmed 
speeds in the 150mph ranges, but that’s a 
far cry from 180.  When presented with this 
information, my wife says ―No, that isn’t 
right, I was looking at the speedo and it 
said 180‖. And she proceeded to prove it 
by showing me where the indicator had 
been pointing. 
      Turns out she was looking at the tem-
perature gage.   Jeeze, I really love that 
girl. 
    JIM 



Porsche Club  
Recognized for SHHEC 

Support 
 
 

SHHEC recently recognized the 
North Florida Region of the Por-
sche Club of America with a beau-
tiful plaque and display in Cardiac 
Rehab, in recognition of the clubs' 
efforts during the Charity Car Show 
in August. The Car show which will 
become an annual tradition, raised 
more than $41,000 for SHHEC and 
featured 94 Porsches and Exotic 
cars at Destin Commons. 
 The North Florida region 
raised the most money for a charity 
among all of the chapters in the 
Porsche Club of America, and they 
hope to draw more national sup-
port for the event next fall, with a 
goal of raising $100,000 for Sacred 
Heart Hospital Emerald Coast. 
Reprinted from Sacred Heart Health system newsletter 
Jan 2007 
————————————————————————————————————————- 

 More to come on this event 
as they have invited us to partici-
pate at the show.  Also planned to 
show for the event is the President 
of Porsche (yes the big man) and 
the Mayor of Stuttgart Germany. 
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   News from around the Coast 

ELECTRONIC CHECK CONVERSION (ECC) 

ON-LINE ELECTONIC CHECK RECOVERY 

REAL TIME CHECK VERIFICATION 

LOCKBOX SOLUTIONS AND SOFTWARE 

  CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 

Please contact Laurie at (888) 436-5101 Ext 21 for more  

information on any of our products or services. 

Above: Linda Willis and Chris Doherty enjoy 

some of the fine food at the Christmas Party.  

Left: Roger Swain enjoys his Dirty Santa gift 

as wife Deloris looks on. 

Left: Matt Olde and his girlfriend were on 

hand to enjoy the food and atmosphere.  

Below: This rowdy bunch enjoying the 

fate of another gift…..Dirty Santa Style…! 

Below: Chet and Cynthia enjoy a     

Kodak moment for the camera. 

Above: Sean Doherty, represented the 

Sonnenschein Region as the official door 

prize drawer for the Panhandle British 

Car Association Car Rally.  Another 

great turn out for the Porsche Club. 



 January Board Meeting 

Sonnenschein-PCA BoD Meeting of  
January 13, 2007 

 

The S-PCA Board of Directors meeting was 

held at Madison’s Diner and chaired by Pete 

Mellin. Board members attending were:  

Chris Doherty, Mark Silver, Al Mitchell, Roger 

Swain, Pete Mellin 

Additionally, 5 general members attended. 

  

1. Budget. Mark Silver (treasurer) presented 

a spreadsheet showing region income and 

expenses for 2006. In January 2006 we went 

from a paper newsletter to electronic and that 

saves the club nearly $2000 per year in printing 

and mailing expenses. Our income, without 

track events, consists of about $400 per quarter 

as membership rebates from National. Our bal-

ance at year-end was $4653.74. 

2. Newsletter Status. Chris Doherty 

(newsletter editor) was asked if he needed any 

software to develop the newsletter and he said 

no. We also discussed advertising and the need 

to establish a system for periodic renewal of ad 

spaces and collection of advertising fees. Chris 

volunteered to establish an advertising book-

keeping system. 

3. Track Plans and Options. At the moment 

we don’t have many of either. Frank (no last 

name) of Valhalla Racing (VR) has invited us 

to join him at track events he has set up, but no 

local tracks are available yet for us to sponsor 

an event. Corry Field is being investigated but 

we don’t have any estimates for when it might 

become available. Roger Swain volunteered to 

check with adjacent regions to see if they were 

having track events that we might participate in. 

 

4. Autocross on January 20th. This one was 

set up by VR and we were invited. We dis-

cussed the need for our timing equipment / 

cones/ fire extinguishers at events put on by 

VR, and what our policy should be for provid-

ing our equipment for non-Sonnenschein 

events. This is what we decided: 

a. Our equipment trailer can not be towed by a 

non-Sonnenschein member. 

b. We will loan our equipment for events where 

a substantial number of Sonnenschein members 

are participating. The exact meaning of 

“substantial” will be decided on a case-by-case 

basis. 

c. We need to have a letter of agreement be-

tween Sonnenschein and the group sponsoring a 

track event to address loss/damage to our 

equipment and to reduce, as much as possible, 

our liability for anything that happens at an 

event where our equipment is being used. 

d. The letter needs to contain a provision for a 

fee to be charged, but it can be waived. 

e. Roger Swain (VP) and Mark Silver will draft 

the letter of agreement. 

Pete note: This autocross was canceled several 

days after our board meeting. 

 

5. Goody Store. We discussed ordering new 

items (ball caps, t-shirts, long-sleeve shirts for 

DE events, etc.), spending about $300 to re-

stock, and having an on-line ordering system. 

Pete Congiundi volunteered to manage the 

store. Pete Mellin has our small remaining t-

shirt stock and will provide that and supplier 

information to Pete C. After suppliers are que-

ried about prices, Pete C. will report back to the 

board, which will decide how much to spend 

for restocking.  

 

6. Eurocar Show. The European Car Show 

will be May 12th at the Museum for Naval 

Aviation. The local BMW club is host. We 

agreed to provide $40 in door prizes. Chris vol-

unteered to get them and to contact Dean 

McCrary’s about providing door prizes and a 

display car. 

 

7. Sonnenschein Track Trailer. The trailer 

was reported to be in satisfactory condition, 

although the tires may need replacing. Al 

Mitchell volunteered to look into tire condition/

replacement. Registration was recently re-

newed. Pete M. will research what we have 

charged Dean’s for advertising and contact 

them about 2007 fees. 

 

8. Club Historian. Having one was discussed. 

If someone wants to volunteer for this job, we 

will pass them old photos and various items that 

Pete M. is holding. Otherwise, we will not have 

an historian. 

 

9. Website Software. Pete M. asked the board 

to fund about $250 worth of scripting software 

to be used to improve the Sonnenschein web 

site. Several members thought on-line software 

might be available to do the job. Mark Silver’s 

son is familiar with website software, so Mark 

will put Matt Olde (Sonnenschein webmaster) 

in touch with his son to see if suitable software 

can be found. If not, Matt will submit his soft-

ware requirements to the board. 

 

10. Moving-car Event Insurance. Pete M. 

explained that PCA must receive a region insur-

ance application 3 weeks before a moving-car 

event for us to be covered under the PCA um-

brella policy. Moving-car events are rallys, 

caravans to Fairhope, and of course, all track 

events. Non-moving-car events are meetings at 

restaurants, car shows, and tech events (unless a 

car is on a lift!). There is no premium for mov-

ing-car non-track events, and the application 

may be sent electronically. Al Mitchell (Safety 

and Driving Chair) volunteered to handle this. 

The board agreed that we must manage moving

-car events on our calendar so that we have a 3-

week lead time for the insurance application. 

 

11. Litigation over damaged 908. Pete M. 

presented material from PCA concerning the 

damaged 908 (see August 2006 Panorama, page 

70) and a proxy form. The form indicates Son-

nenschein Region support or non-support of a 

PCA Executive Council recommendation to 

expel from PCA the 4 individuals involved with 

the 908, and also authorizes our proxy (Bob 

Barren, Zone 12 representative) to vote on addi-

tional matters related to this incident or any 

other normal business that might come before 

the National Board of Directors at the February 

2007 meeting. Expressing concern over region 

and personal liability if we supported expelling 

these 4 individuals, our board voted 4-1 to ab-

stain from taking either a YES (support the 

recommendation to expel) or a NO position (do 

not support). We voted 5-0 to give our zone 

representative authority to vote as he sees fit on 

this matter. Pete M. will fill out the proxy form 

to reflect these intentions and mail to Bob Bar-

ren. 

12. Updating Bylaws and Incorporating PCA 

Code of Ethics. We agreed to include PCA 

code of ethics as an enclosure to our bylaws. 

(For those of you who haven’t read the code, it 

says be legal and be nice. Nothing new for 

99.5% of us.) “While he is in there”, Pete M. 

will also make some minor updates to the by-

laws (board members have 1-year terms, in-

stead of 2 years, for example). 

 

13. Sonnenschein representative to attend 

Destin PCA club meeting. Chris Doherty vol-

unteered to attend this February 1st meeting 

with Harry. Destin PCA is a branch of the 

North Florida Region, centered in Tallahassee.                            

 

14. Rolex at Daytona Plans. We will have 

several members attending (Roger Swain, Mark 

Silver, and Harry Williams). Contact them for 

helpful hints if you plan to attend. Sonnen-

schein attendees will help staff the Hospitality 

Tent and present our Zone 12 Representative 

with the Sonnenschein $250 contribution to-

wards Zone 12 expenses in hosting this event.              

 

15. Calendar for 2007. We filled in much of it. 

There are no events planned yet for June, July, 

August, and September. One event in the works 

is a 1-day trip to visit the Isle of Capri Casino 

in Biloxi. Roger Swain is doing the planning, 

which will involve inviting members from adja-

cent regions to join us. We are trying to have 30 

cars attend. As plans become more definite they 

will be publicized. We decided to use some 

local events hosted by other car clubs as our 

event for that month, such as the European 

Road Rally (VW club) in February 

(subsequently rescheduled to March), the Pen-

sacola Beach Car Show (British) in April, and 

the Destin Car Show (Destin PCA) in October.  

Zeitschrift 



Zeitschrift CALENDER of Events 

2007 Sonnenschein Calendar 
January 22, 2007 

Date   Event      Time    Location 
January 13  Board of Directors Meeting   12:00 PM   Madison’s Diner 
January 20  Track event - canceled 
January 27-28  Rolex 24 Hours / PCA Paddock                            All day and night         Daytona International Speedway 

February TBD  Dean’s Grand Opening of new building               TBD   Dean McCrary’s, Mobile 
February 24  Nothing planned, now.  

 
March 1-4  12 Hours of Sebring    ---------------------------    Sebring Intl Raceway – Info only 
March 3  European Road Rally    12:00 pm                  Start at Bayview Park, finish at USS 

Alabama in Mobile. 
Hosted by VW Club (of FWB)
  

March 17              Fairhope Art Festival/Luncheon  10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Grand Hotel lunch / Fairhope  
March 21 – April 1         Barber Historic Races      Barber Motorsport Park, Birmingham 

Apr 21              15
th
 Annual British Car Show  9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  Pensacola Beach 

 
Apr 26-29             30

TH
 Annual Walter Mitty Challenge   ------------------------- Road Atlanta – Info only 

 
May 12               EuroCar Show     8:00-3:00           Museum of Naval Aviation, NASP 
May 19               Car Show - Sports Cars in The Park   All day   Helena, AL (near Birmingham) 
   (Hosted by B’ham British car club) 

June TBD      

July 1-5                52
nd

 PCA Parade   ------------------------  San Diego 
July 21                Blue Angel Beach Airshow  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Pensacola Beach – Info only 
July TBD 

August TBD   

September TBD 

October 6              Destin Car Show   TBA  Destin Commons Mall   
          (Hosted by North FL Region) 

November 2 – 4             Daytona Rennsport III   All day  Daytona International Speedway 
November 11  PBCA Poker Rally   TBA    TBA    

 
December 2 or 9 Christmas Party    6:00 PM – 11:00 PM  TBA 
 

 
Date TBD  Isle of Capri Casino Run  All day    Biloxi, Mississippi 
 
Date TDB  Driver Education   All day    Talledega Gran Prix Track 



Chris Doherty,  

Newsletter Publisher 

11521 Dueling Oaks Drive 

Pensacola, FL 32514 

Phone: 850-968-2287 
 
Email: engineer@centerseat.net 

S O N N E N S C H E I N  
R E G I O N  P O R S C H E  
C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A  

Porsche Club: Its not just the Cars, It’s the People! 
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CERTIFIED 

SPECIALIZING IN THE REPAIR OF PORSCHE AND BMW AUTOMOBILES 

HARRY WILLIAMS     DAVID MATTOX 

PHONE: 850-435-8409  *  HOURS  8AM—5PM  MON-THURS   *   EMAIL: hwimports@cox.net 

415 Palm Court, Pensacola, Florida 32505 


